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Gays win 

key battles 

. . but they still can’t go to war 


Step forward: The-General Synod agrees to re-examine gays in clergy 


Photograph: Justin Slee/Guzelian 


Kathy Maries, Colin Brown 
and Michael Streeter 

The advancement of gay rights 
went two important stages for- 
ward yesterday when the Gov- 
ernment paved the way for the 
age of consent to fall to 16, in line 
with most other European coun- 
tries, and the Church of England 
moved towards a more relaxed 
attitude to gay clergy. 

But the more liberal intentions 
did not extend to the armed 
forces. Senior ministers said the 
Ministry of Defence will fight 
challenges in the European 
courts of justice and human 
rights over allowing homosexu- 
als into the armed forces. 

’ •■In the most significant of yes- 
terday’s moves, toe Government 
confirmed it would not defend 
test cases soon to be heard by the 
European Commission on Hu- 
man Rights which were seeking 
to make the age of consent for gay 
sex toe same as for heterosexu- 
als - currently 16. 

This paries toe way towards a 
free Commons vote, possibly this 
autumn, on lowering toe age of 
consent, a move almost certain to 
result in a change in toe law. 

In highly-charged scenes in 
York, members of the General 
Synod holding toe first debate on 
toe issue for ten years voted for 
further discussion on the question 
of homosexuality among Church 
of England clergy. 

The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Dr George Carey, poured 
cold water on gay Christians' 
hopes for a more liberal ap- 
proach, saying he did not “share 
the assumption that it is only a 
matter of time before toe Church 
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Government wiH not contest 
age of consent case in Europe 

Church edges toward more 
relaxed attitude on gay clergy 

... but ban on homosexuals in 
the armed forces stays 


will change its mind”. 

The decision means that an 
issue which some hardliners have 
warned could lead to schism in 
the Church will not, as some so 
nior Anglicans had hoped, qui- 
etly fade away. 

All three Houses of toe Syn- 
od - the bishops, laity and cler- 
gy - approved a motion by toe 
Ven David Gerrard, Archdeacon 
of York, calling on delegates to 
slate that a 1991 report by bish- 
ops was ‘‘not the last word on the 




subject*’. That document said 
that practising homosexuals 
could be lay members of the 
Church, but not priests. 

The result was warmly wel- 
comed by Richard Kirker, sec- 
retary of the Lesbian and Gay 
Christian Movement. “It repre- 
sents a step forward for gay 
Christians seeking official ac- 
ceptance at all levels of the 
Church," he said. 

The Bishop of Oxford, the 
Right Rev Richard Hames. who 
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Country Mato/Fem 

FtF 

M/M 

Equal 

since 

Belgium 

16 

16 

16 

1985 

Finland 

16 

18 

18 

N/A 

Finance 

15 

15 

15 

1982 

Greece 

15 

15 

15 

1987 

Italy 

16 

16 

16 

1889 

Malta 

12 

12 

12 

1973 

San Marino 

14 

14 

14 

1865 

Slavonia 

14 

14 

14 

1977 

Spain 

12 

12 

12 

1822 

UK 

16 

16 

18 

N/A 


chairs a bishops' committee look- 
ing into toe issue, said he was 
pleased that it would now be dis- 
cussed at local krvcL “this is a cru- 
cial moral issue," he said. 

The Bishup of Guildford, the 
Right Rev John Gladwin, who 
preached aL the thanksgiving ser- 
vice for gay and lesbian Christians 
in Southwark Cathedral last No- 
vember. said: “The debate can 
now go on in a more relaxed at- 
mosphere." 

The new approach on toe age 
of consent, which was greeted 
with dismay and vitriol by some 
Tory MPS and family campaigners, 
came after toe Government said 
it would not be contesting a case 
brought by Euan Sutherland, chal- 
lenging as discriminatory the legal 
age of consent for gays at 18, when 
the case comes before toe Euro- 
pean Court of Human Rights. 

The Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw, is also ready to fulfill a 
Labour manifesto commitment to 
allow a free vote on reducing toe 
age of consent for homosexuals 
to 16. the same age as for het- 
erosexuals, which could change 
the law next year. 

Downing StreeL said the deci- 
sion not to contest toe case and 
settle out of court was taken last 
week following “very strong ad- 
vice . . . that we were going to lose 
this court case". 

In the circumstances it seemed 
reasonable that the consequent 
amendment to toe law should be 
“legitimised" by means of a free 
vote. Three years ago MPs vot- 
ed in favour of lowering toe age 
of consent for gays from 21 to 18. 
but against reducing it to 16. 

Mothers and Sons; Synod's 
fresh look, page 3 
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Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

and Alison Goddard 

Laboratories will spun be able 
io grow human hearts and oth- 
er organs from tissue taken at 
birth from babies, American sci- 
entists have announced. Their 
pioneering work, though, rais- 
es fresh problems for moralists 
and politicians sprinting to 
catch up with science. 

In the logical conclusion of 
that research, scientists in toe 
UK, Japan and US are trying to 
develop an artificial womb 
which could sustain an embryo 
to its full term outside a human 
body. Already, a team at Jun- 
lendo University in Japan has 
used such a astern to take a 
goat embiyo from 40 days be- 
fore birth to term. The first use 
would be for premature babies, 
they say. 

Suddenly, the gap between 
what biological science can and 

cannot do has begun to shrink 
rapidly. While European MEPs 
wffl today debate a new law 
which could radically alter toe 
laws over “ownership" of genes, 
a team of doctors at toe Uni- 
versity of Honda, Gainesville, 
is awaiting toe outcome of yet 
another ground-breaking 
operation. 

On Friday, for the first time, 
a paralysed man was injected 
with cells from aborted foetus- 
es, in toe hope that they will 


help repair his damaged spinal 
cord. 

Bui even such pioneering, 
surgery ■ could soon become ' 
‘mundane, overshadowed by 
work now being done interna- 
tionally by teams who intend to 
use tissue taken from human ba- 
bies or foetuses to grow new or- 
gans such as livers, pancreases, 
blood vessels and even hearts 
in the laboratory, ready for 
transplantation. Such in vitro or- 
gans could be reality in 10 ro 15 
years’ time. 

Ttfs going to 
change the whole 
topology of the 
abortion debate’ 

Biit the accelerating up- 
proadLof. these medical and sci- 
entific breakthroughs is catching 
many people unawares, and ex- 
posing ethical and philosophi- ' 
cal dil emmas - such as whether 
a foetus has rights, and how they 
can be balanced with medical 
help for others. ; T' _ - 

The spinal operational Hon- 
da was conducted ona man suf- 
fering from syringomyelia — a 
painful and ultimately fatal 
condition where holes develop 
in the spinal cord It was in- 
jected with foetal spinal con! tis- 


- sues' taken, with toe mothers 1 
permission, from foetuses 
aborted at between six and 
nine weeks. At that age, the 
nerve cells are still dividing; in 
adults, toev do not, which is why 
spinal and brain injuries do not 
repair themselves. . 

The Department of Health 
said that in the UK, any use of 
foetal material would have Lobe 
cleared before treatment by toe 
ethics committee of the hospi- 
tal, adding it would probably be 
highly unlikely to be granted. 

Peter Garrett, research di- 
rector of Life, the anti-abortion 
group, said: “"We oppose the use 
of aborted babies. We view toe 
child in the womb as a person 

this is functional use of parts 
of a person" 

. But he admitted that toe 
eventual development of an 
artificial womb mil pose enor- 
mous moral questions. 

For example, it could mean 
ihflf an “abortion" might not end 
toe viability of a foetus. “You 
would still have abortion, but it 
would be ending toe encum- 
brance of the unwanted child to 
toe mother," said Mr Garrett 
“I think that it's going to change 
the whole topology of toe pro- 
life and pro-abortion debate: 
there will be those who are 
against interference in toe ‘nat- 
ural’ process of having a child, 
mid those who are in favour of 
some things. It’s going to look 
more and more strange." 


‘Artist’ of death is 
jailed for 20 years 
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A self-portrait by Tadic exhibited in a London restaurant Photograph: John Woos 


Steve Crawshaw 


Dusan Tadic, the biggest of toe 
small fish so far brought to trial 
in The Hague, was sentenced yes- 
terday to 20 years’ jail for war 
crimes committed in Bosnia in 
1992. The court talked of his “fla- 
grant disregard for human life". 

Tadic, a former cafe owner 
and police reservist, stood with 
a strained smile on his face as 
sentence was passed. He waved 
to bis supporters in toe public 
gall ery as he was led away. 

The sentence brought an an- 
giy response from Bosnian Serb 
leaders, with complaints about 
a “political sentence". Else- 
where, too, his supporters were 
ready to suggest that Tbchc was 
a misunderstood man. In Lon- 
don, toe Serb-born enganiser of 
an exhibition of Tadic’s paint- 


ings argued: “A person who 
paints like this can’t possibly be 
toe person they have made him 
out to be _ Personally, I've nev- 
er come across a violent artist," 
(The example of toe Austrian 
landscape pointer who ruled 
Germany between 1933 and 
, 1945 presumably did not come 
to mind.) 

Above all Bosnian Serb lead- 
ers are now worried that 
toucher action may follow 
against the string-pullers of the 
B osnian war, including Radovan 
Karadzic and General Ratko 
Mladic, generally seen as main 
instigators of the -murderous 
policy of ethnic cleansing. 

. Wien Tadic was first put on 
trial in 1995 after his arrest in 
Germany the previous year, 
there was little obvious enthu- 
siasm at the United Nations war 


crimes tribunal in The Hague. 
One of the judges involved with 
The Hague said: “He is not the 
level of person I would tike to 
see at The Hague. I think they 
should have aimed higher up." 

The US presiding judge, 
Gabrielle Kirk McDonald, 
spoke yesterday of Tadic's 
“sadistic brutality". But. al- 
though TUdic practised his cru- 
elty at toe notorious Omar&ka 
camp, few would tag him as a 
national ringleader. The court 
talked of the “virulent propa- 
ganda" of Serb nationalist lead- 
ers. But Ms McDonald noted 
that Tadic must take responsi- 
bility for his own actions. “To 
condone your actions even 
when committed in this context 
is to give effect to a base view 
of morality and invite anarchy." 

Cook rides anger, page 13 



| "Road-rage’deathdaini 

! Trade Andrews,' accused of the 
-roadside murder of her fiance, Lee 
Harvey, told of their violent rela- 
tionship and the “road-rage" race 
that led to his death. .. Page 5 . 
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Getting hitched? 

You desperately need 3 free copy of 'Loot Before You 
Lmp\ the mane guide to buying an engagement ring. 

Boodle & Dunihnrnr, the leading English jewellers, 
have packed it with helpful information, common 
sense, and some reasonably impartial advice. 

Don’t let your credit card out of Your sight until 
you've read it from cover to cover. Call in to pick up 
your free copy, or telephone 0171-437 5050. 

1 28-130 Regent Street, 

58 Brampton Road, Kttigbtsbridge 
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news 


significant shorts 


Suspect meat plants closed 
over ‘broken’ beef-ban 


Two meat plants suspected of breaking the worldwide ban on 
British beef exports have been dosed, the Government announced 
yesterday. 

Jack C unnin g ham , the agriculture minister, said he M ordered 
an “immediate" end to operations at the two plants following 
investigations by mimstxy officials and the European Commission’s 
anti-fraud unit. There was also evidence that the two plants bad 
been breaking hygiene laws, he added. 

Announcing the move. Dr Cunningham said: “Evidence is 
coining to light that some UK-based companies mav have been 

f TXT f 'I re orftdiMAB « _ — *.1 * » 


exporting UK beef. There is evidence too that the companies i 
question have been failing to comply with the basic requirements 


in 


on record keeping, whose purpose is to ensure that the origins of 
1 falling doi 


meat can be traced, and : 


- -- -- - — -- ■ « down on hygiene standards." He 

added: I am determined to crack down hard on anyone who runs 
risks with public safety ... I am absolutely determined that die 
inquiries into this complex affair should be pursued to the end." 


BA strike threat recedes 


The immediate threat of renewed industrial action by British 
Airways cabin crew receded yesterday after management rapidly 
reinstated employees it had suspended. 

As management found work for returning strikers and avoided a 
call for another three-day strike, leaders of ground staff involved in a 
separate dispute effectively abandoned any plans for industrial 
action. Sources at the Transport and General Workers' Union 
conceded last night that it was now highly unlikely that the airline 
would face walkouts on two fronts. The news will be welcomed by BA 
directors who are hoping to present better news to shareholders at 
the company's annual general meeting today. It was not dear last 
night when the full timetable at Heathrow would be in operation, but 
Gatwick should today be back to normal Barrie dement 


Reggie Kray’s jailhouse wedding 



: Kray, the former 
1 boss, married his 
Roberta Jones 

yesterday in a prison ceremony 
at Maidstone jail 
Miss Jones, 38, met Kray, 63, 
when she visited the prison last 
year. Kray’s tint wife, Frances, 
committed suicide two years 
after they married in 1965. 
Since then, scores of women 
have applied to visit the former 
gangland boss at various 
prisons. Kray (left) is in the 
29th year of a 30-year prison 
sentence for the murder of Jack “The Hat" McVitie in 1967. lb 
celebrate his wedding, Kray organised a spectacular 30-minute laser 
show. Among the images projected on to the prison walls and inside 
the prison last night were wedding bells, and the names “Roberta 
and Reggie" flashed up in the night sky. 



Drug smugglers jailed for 167 years 


Nine smugglers were yesterday sentenced to jail terms totalling 
167 years for their parts in an international drugs ring aimed at 


flooding Britain with top-quality Colombian cocaine. 
The men were sentenced at Bristol Crown Court after 


18 months 

of trials arising from Operation Stealer, an undercover Customs and 
Excise coup, which smashed the ring and seized £65m worth of illegal 
drugs- The longest sentences of 25 years each were handed out to 
Brian Doran, 52, and Kenneth Togher, 33. both from Scotland, who 
masterminded the £34m cocaine carpi of the yacht Frugal seized in a 
Customs swoop at Pevensey Bay, East Sussex, on 10 January 1995. 


i swoop i 

Sentences of IS years ear* were imposed on the yacht’s skipper 


Robin Sargent, 54, Terence Reeves, 49, and George Caccavale, 56, 
who helped arrange the journey. Anthony White, 54, and John Short, 
58. both from London, received 1 1-and-a-half and 9-and-a-half years 
respectively for their part in a separate drugs run at Dover. Dennot 
Trainer, 44, a van driver, and his passenger Stephen McKeown, 36, 
were each jailed for eight years for their part in the Dover run. 


Judge sits on fence over hunting 


The High Court yesterday reserved judgment on whether the 
National Trust is open to judicial review over its decision to ban 
deer hunting on its land. 

The decision last April to impose the ban was condemned in court 
as “peremptory, unfair and invalid" by a QC representing West 
Country hunts and hunt supporters. Michael Beloff QC accused the 
Trust council of fading to carry out proper consultations before 
“obliterating an immemorial tradition after the briefest of debates". 
But Lindsay Boswell QC, for the Trust, argued in a day-long hearing 
that the charity was not open to judicial review and that the action 
should be blocked straight away. Mr Justice TUcker said be hoped to 
give his decision later this week 


Whitehall’s U-turn on private prison 

Acute prison over<rawding has forced the Government to perform a 

1 1 . - r k., in ntlrm, tKn mnntni'c fircl nnunlplv 


U-lum* in Scotland by agreeing to allow the country 's firsi privately 
financed jail to go ahead. Henry ft 


Henry MeLcfsh, the Scottish Home Affairs 
minister, said that “despite reservations" about the principle of 
contracting out management of prisons, the planned B -category jail 

il Rno<kniMA nnnr Kilmnrnrvl: will he bllllL JSSQD BnVWttO 


at Bowhouse, near Kilmarnock, will be built. 

Correction 


A report yesterday stated that Virginia Bottomley was Secretary of 
State for Health when Tory members of the Commons select 


committee on health were accused of passing its reports to the 
Government and the committee was chaired by Marion Roc. T 


This 


was incorrect. William Waldegravc was the Secretary of State for 
Health at that time and it was chaired by Nicholas Win tc iron. We 
are happy to set the record straight. 
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The actress, who is hi danger of becoming better 
known for the parts she has lost than ftoseahe has 
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Harding’s wife 
agrees £25m 
for mistress 
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The mistress of soccer tycoon 
Matthew Harding will gat a payout 
of £25m after his widow respected 
her late husband’s last wishes. 

Mr Harding, who died in a heli- 
copter crash last October, left 
£20Gm in his will, asked that his 
widow, his mistress and his five 
children should all be property 
looked after. 

Ruth Harding and her four chil- 
dren are expected to get at least 
£50m which win give an expected 
annual income of £2m. But Mrs 
Harding agreed that Vicky Jaramfl- 
Jo (right), who has a two-year-old 
daughter, Ella, from a five-year re- 
lationship with Mr Harding, was 
entitled to around £25m in a trust 
fund. 

“Matthew's wishes were for 
Ruth, Vicky and the children to be 
looked after, and Ruth has gone 
along with that.” said Margaret Nu- 
gent one of the will's two execu- 
tors. “It just shows what a kind 
and caring person she ts. There 
are no arguments over the will as 
so many people predicted there 
would be.” 

Miss Jaramfilo, a former wait- 
ress, met Mr Harding in 1991 and 
he (eft his marriage of more than 
20 years to move in with her last 
summer. 

A friend of Mrs Harding's told 
the Sun newspaper “She is not 
exactly a happy bunny about the - 
whole business of Matthew and 



Vicky. But all along she has Insist- 
ed Vicky must be looked after 
properly in the settlement" 

The amounts given to the two 
women are not fixed sums as a 
large part of the money Is stffl tied 
up in shanes and other invest- 
ments - inducting stakes in 
Chelsea Village, the holding com- 
pany for the football dub, and 
Benfieid, the insurance group 
which made his fortune. Before his 
death, Mr Harding, who was one 
of Britain's wealthiest men, had 
pledged dm to the Labour Party. 

The investigation into the crash, 
in which Mr Harding (tied as he 
travelled bade to London from 
watching Chelsea’s Coca-Cola 
Cup defeat at Bolton, is continu- 
ing. A report from the Department 
of Transport Air Accidents Investi- • 
gad on Branch is not expected tor 
several months. 

Glenda Cooper 


Gates is richest 
for third year 


B0( Gates’ software empire has 
made him the richest person in the 
world for the third year in a row - 
and his fortune has doubled, ac- 
cording to Forbes magazine, pub- 
lished In the US yesterday. 

Gates' net worth is $36 Abn, the 
highest ever recorded in Forbes 
11th annual tally of the 200 richest 
bOtionaires. 

The 41-year-okJ tycoon's fortune 
is second to that of Sultan Has- 
sanal Bolkiah of the on-rich king- 
dom of Brunei, whose net worth 
Forbes put at $38bn, but higher 
than that of Saudi Arabia’s King 
Farid ($20bn) and the Queen 
($16bn with the Royal Collection 
including the Crown Jewels, 

$350m without). 

Forbes said it excluded royal 
families and heads of state from its 
fist of the 200 wealthiest because 
their wealth derives more from po-. 
litical heritage than from economic 
effort • 

Its roster of the super-rich also 
exfuded people who inherited their 
wealth and did not actively make 
money or manage it 

Taking second place, with a net 
worth of $27.6bn were the widow 
and children of the US Wal-Mart 
supermarkets founder, Sam Wal- 
ton, who died in 1992. 

Super-investor Warren Buffett, 
dubbed the “Sage of Omaha.” was 
third, with a net worth of $£&2bn. 
Hong Kong's Lee Shau Kee, who 
made his fortune in property, was 
next, with $l4.7bn. 


briefing 


SOCIETY 

Slim chances of making 


a lifetime marriage 

The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh, celebrating their golden . 
wedding anniversary this year, may be a model of domestic felicity, 
but asmeir children have shown, marriage is on the wane. 

More than one in four couples who tied the toot the same year 
as the Queen, and the Duke ■of 'EdinbUrgh.arc celebrating their 
gn j<fcn thk year. Only one in W couples 

mamedin. the 1990s is expected to make their 50th anniversary. t 

More than 400,000 couples married in England ana vtales m 
1947, accor ding j n the Office for National Statistics. Fewer ffian 
300,000 couples how marry each year. 

Of those manned iu lJW7, 10 per cent have divorced, while of ■ 
those who many ikthe 1990s, 10 per cent wdl divorce within the 
first five years, nearly 25 per cent by 10 years and 41 per cent by 50 
years. - 

Fifty years ago, more than 85 per centof men and women were 
marrying for the first time. But in the 1990s, just seven out of lu 
were married for the first time. _ 01/ _. 

In 1947 the most common age for women to marry was utmc 
Queen was 21) and for men it was 23 (the Duke of Edinburgh t 
25). In the 1 990s, couples tend to be older - 23 for women and 25 
for men. Gtenda Cooper 


ENVIRONMENT 


Tourism threatens turtle population 


TbaristejettJiigoff msearchofnixspcu^tbeaches may be 

unwittingly playing a part in the demise of the turtle. The Worid 
Society for the Protection of Animals claims the turtles’ habitats 
on tropical beaches are being destroyed by coastal dev^ment 

The 10,000- to-ooe odds ofkatchlmgs surviving into adulthood 
are being lengthened by the tourists’ Invasion of important nesting 
■ sites that are often situated on the beaches of the Mediterranean 
and popular long-ha uJ destinations, such as the Caribbean. Other 
threats posed by man include illegal egg poaching and bunting or 

TVSPA is calling on the tourist industry to operate tnrtte-firfendly 
holidays and has sent copies of Its JU/tle Alert report to several - 
thousand tour operators worldwide, with a recommendation that 
they follow the Code by taking measures snch as enstmognew 
hotel complexes are set back from the shoreline, using tnrne- 
frieidly lighting, avoiding 
bathing the beadx In artificial 
light, and sectioning off areas 
of beaches used most often by 
forties, keeping them clear and 

closed at night during peak 
nesting seasons. ‘ 

Jonathan Peacre, WSPA 

nmnp ai gm mamipw said: 

^WSPA is asking tom- 
operators to look hard at the . 
damage is being done and 
implement changes to save 
these nnkjne creatures that 
have lived on earth Cor over 100 
million years.” 



HEALTH 


Bacteria may cause heart attacks 


Sdentisa believe they have identified an infectious organism which, 
may play an important part in causing heart attacks. Survivors who 
were treated with a course of antibiotics to clear the infection had 
a four-fold reduced risk of a second attack, according to a study.'- 
The finding will add to the growing evidence that infection is an - 
additional risk factor for heart disease along with smoking, poor * - 
diet, lack of exercise and family history. Heart disease nitesm 
Britain have been falling for the last 25 years, despite little change 
in the national diet, and some scientists have speculated that only 
an infections agent could explain the rise and fall of the “epidemic". 

Researchers at St George’s Hospital Medical School, London. \ 
tested the blood of 213 survivors for signs of infection with 
Chlamydia pneumoniae, a common cause of chest infections and 
believed to be present in np to half the population. ■ 

The survivors were followed for 18 months and those with the 
highest level of infection had up to four times the risk of further 
attacks or problems requiring bypass surgery or otfier treatment. 
However, when members of this group were treated with antibiotics 
, their increased risk was virtually eliminated Jeremy Laurence 


NATURE 


Birds of prey illegally killed 


Each week birds of prey are illegally killed by poisoning, shooting, 
trapping or nest destruction, the Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds says, hi a report pabtished today. 

Poisoning incidents have risen slight^ and die society 
concluded that a Government-led campaign against using 
poisoned bait had foiled. One victim was white-tailed eagle, of 
which less than 12 pairs exist in Britain, 

In 1996 there were 96 confirmed incidents of all kinds of 
fetal persecution, compared with 108 (he year before, and 97 ' 
in 199& Poisoning and shooting accounted for the great majority ... 
of the deaths and the incidents were distributed across Britain. 

Alpbachloralose, a rodentkade, was the most often used poison, 
with carcasses, usually rabbit, pot oat as bait. Most of the victims ' 
were buzzards, one of the most common raptors. 

Some gamekeepers target birds of prey because they see them as 
a threat to game birds, while others are killed accidentally by 
formers and landown ers t rying to Mil pests such as crows and " 
fares. However; theRSPB says flrese detected killings are only a V 
small proportion of the total. Nicholas Schoop 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCUN& 

Recycled paper made up 43.0% of ; 
the taw material for UK newspapers; ; 
In the first half of 1996 
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news 


Shocked: 

he was so 
popular 
with girls 


THE MOTHER’S STORY 


Reports by Michael Streeter 

Aon Marie Blakey was shocked when her 
lo-year-old son Peter walked into the 
shop where she was working and “blurted 
our that he was gay. 

“I had never suspected he might be, he 

was always very popular with the giris,*’ said 

Mrs Blakey, who works in a fruit and veg- 
etable store in Consett, Co Durham. “He 
just shouted it out in front of everyone. I 
told him I couldn’t get my head around it 
at work, that r d talk to him that evening. 

I think he thought I was going to be angry 
with him." 

After a night Of tears and faflrfng_ the fam- 
ily began to come to terms with their only 
child’s announcement. Mrs Blakey, 39, now 
looks at the arguments for lowering the age 
of consent for gay sex in relation to Peter’s 
experiences, and unreservedly backs the call 
forequality. 

“It was only later that I realised what Pe- 
ter had been through at school, ob his own,” 

she said. “He told me other boys had a go 
at him, but I never knew. 

“I think be has handled it very.weH and 
it shows he was mature enough. Fm very 
proud of him.” 

She added: “I can’t believe it’s right that 
a 16-year-old is not old enough to have a 
relationship with another man but is old 
enough to get a girl pregnant and ran off 
and leave the child. ■ 

She said sbe had never suspected that Pe- 
ter was gay untfl his announcement, and that . 
he seemed to have many girlfriends when 
he was younger. “Obviously, looking back 
they were not that land of girlfriend." 

Many other young people who come out 
axe less fortunate in the reaction of then- 
parents, and Mrs Blakey has a message for 
such familie s. “Please do not throw your 
children oat - keep the family together. Let 
them express their feelings, but remember 
they are sdH your children.” - 

Elsewhere in the north-easter Althey 
knows just how badly parents can react to 
the news their children are gay. 

She set up a support group for parents 
of gay and lesbian children after Joeing 
ashan^atherc^reaclk«fofeer2scpvery 
her youngest son, Rob, was gay. “I just had 


a son breaks the news he is gay 
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Ann Marie Blakey: 'Peter has handled it very well .... I’m very proud of him’ 

stereotypes in nw mind, like the John In- gusted and alienated" when offspring 
man character in [the television ccnnedy\Are broke the news, though mast of these were 
hbu Being Served? I thought that my nor- reconciled within a few months. “Parents, 
mal young son -the youngest and my baby especially mothers, tend to want to blame 
— was going to change in some way. something or someone. Often a mother will 

“I didn’t realise that Rob did not choose say, what have I done wrong, or differently 
to be gay. -it. chose him." from before? But everything falls into place 

■ Mis Atthey said some parents felt “dis- if you accept that people don’t choose iL” 


A cry for 
help: but 
they took 
it well 


THE SON’S STORY 


Care worker Peter Blakey. now just 18, 
recalls with relief boor his mother and father 
accepted the revelation that he was gay. 

Speaking from his family home in Con- 
sert, Co Durham, Peter described the 
anguish he went through before revealing 
his true sexual orientation not long after 
his sixteenth birthday. ■ 

“It took me about' a month to pluck up 
the courage to tel] them. 

“I told people at college straightaway 
when 1 went there in the September, but 
it was October before I told my mother. I 
never wanted to tell my dad because I 
thought it would finish everything, that it 
would end things between us. 

“I went to see my mum at work during 
my lunch break and I just blurted it out It 
was just like a cry for help on my part 
“I had no idea they would take it so well 
“I knew that for them it would mean no 
grandchildren, no weddings, no daughter- 
m-law and all that 

“Well, I suppose I thought mum would 
be all right about it but not as good as she’s 
been. Since then they've both been great" 
Pieter was pleasantly surprised how his 
straight friends at college - mostly female 
- bad accepted his news. 

They seemed fine about it they reacted 
as if they had always known. They talk about 
it quite openly." 

However, one male friend in their group 
reacted differently. “We never told him 
about it directly, he just knew about it. He 
moved away from us." 

ffeter now supports the current move to- 
wards lowering the age of consent even 
though he says some older men are par- 
ticularly attracted to younger boys. “I 
think I can understand some of the con- 
cents. I have been to places in Newcastle 
and Manchester and some of the older guys 
prefer the younger ones. 

“But Fd known 1 was gay since about 13 
or 14. The hardest thing, in feet is coming 
out and telling people, not knowing your 
own mind," he said. 

“Some guys around 16 or 17 are starting 
to experience what’s going on, to see what 
it’s like. I don’t see any problem with that" 
He takes a philosophical approach towards 
his sexuality. “As far as I'm concerned it’s do 
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Peter Blakey: No idea his parents *wouid take it so weT Photogaphs: Stuart Outterside 


big deaLIfsjust the way I am, and it is sim- 
ply a question of coining to terms with iL" 
Despite Peter’s mostly positive experi- 
ences, a significant proportion of gay and 
lesbian youths - one-in -10 according to a 
1980s survey - are forced to leave home be- 
cause of their parents' reaction. Peter 
Ihtchell, of the campaign group “Out- 


Rage!”, says a new phenomenon is that 
many gays and lesbians are coming out 
younger than ever, between 13 to 15 when 
sex would still be illegal under the likely 
changes in the law. 

“No one’s really picked up on this so far. 
These groups are still in danger of being 
criminalised." he said. 


Synod decides to take a fresh look at old attitudes 


Kathy Marks ‘ • • 

The Church of England last, night con- 
fronted the issue of homosexual priests for 
the first time in a decade, in a highly charged 
General Synod debate that exposed foe gulf 
dividing Anglicans. 

Both liberal and traditionalist speakers 
at the meeting in York warned that the is- 
sue could provoke a mass exodus from the 
church. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr 
George Carey," poured cold water on gay 
Christians’ hopes for a more liberal ap- 


proach. saying he did not “share the as- 
sumption that it is only a matter of time 
before the Church will change its mind". 

The debate was prompted by a motion 
tabled by the Archdeacon ofWimdsworth, 
foe Ven David Gejrard, asking Synod to 
acknowledge that a document issued by 
bishops in 1991 was “not the last word on 
foe subject". The document stated that 


as lay members of the church, they were 
not welcome; among the ranks of clergy. 

' In a moving speech, foe Rev Michael 


Vasey, a theology lecturer who has aigued 
that homosexual acts axe not forbidden by 
the Bible, denounced the church as hostile 
to gay Christians. He said that his evangelical 
opponents had made two attempts to "out” 
him. “In the first attempt three people who 
are how diocesan bishops in this room were 
silent partners,” he said. “The church is a 
place of danger for gay people. That is why 
we are leaving in droves ..." 

“So often foe church has failed to lead 
in preventing or rectifying injustice. Indeed, 
some of our past and present teaching may 


give some twisted and prejudiced people 
justification for their violent persecutions 
of gay people, however much we may de- 
plore such actions.” 

Mr Gerrard asked delegates: “Is mere 
condemnation of homophobia sufficient 
while homosexuals, both lay and clergy, 
have often only been accepted in our 
churches if they have been prepared to re- 
main invisible and inaudible?" 

The Rev Malcolm Johnson, from London, 
added: “I find it obscene that happily mar- 
ried heterosexual bishops condemn their gay 


clergy to celibacy. I believe we need an eth- 
ic for homosexuals other than 'stop it'." 

- In response. Canon Max Wigley. from 
Bradford, said any modification of foe 
church's stance would be damaging. He said: 
“If ever legislation is passed for this Synod 
which allows for practising homosexuals to 
be ordained, I am afraid that the number of 
clergy and lay people who wiD leave the 
Church of England will make foe numbers 
who left over foe ordination of women look 
infinitesimal." He was backed by AJison 
Ruoff, a by delegate from Hertfbrddiire. who 


said foe Scriptures made clear that homo- 
sexual ads were unnatural and therefore 
wrong. Tiomosexuals arc not born as such; 
the choice logo on sinning is theirs,” she said. 

Dr Carey pleased hardliners by express- 
ing uncompromising opposition to homo- 
sexual acts. “I do not find any justification, 
from the Bible or the entire Christian tra- 
dition, for sexual activity outside mar- 
riage ” he said. Thus same-sex relationships 
in ray view cannot be on a par with mar- 
riage. Clergy, especially, must model rela- 
tionships that commend the faith of Christ.” 
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Trade left the witness box and showed 
the jury how she still wore her ring 


Steve Boggan 

Trade Andrews, ihe woman 
accused of the roadside murder 
of her fiance, Lee Harvey, yes- 
terday described their violent 
and tempestuous relationship 
and the “road rage” race that 
led to his death. 

Giving evidence for the first 
lime in her 10-day trial. Miss 
Andrews repeated her original 
claim that Mr Harvey was killed 
by the passenger of a dark blue 
Ford Sierra after a high-speed 
race down country lanes. 

Asked by defence counsel, 
Ronald Thwaites QC. whether 
she had killed Mr Harvey after 
a row, as the prosecution has 
alleged, Miss Andrews replied: 
“No, I did not.” 

During a day of high emotion. 
Miss Andrews. 28, of Aive- 
church. Worcestershire, told the 
jury at Birmingham Crown 
Court that her relationship with 
Mr Harvey. 25, was "very, very 
loving and stormy at limes”. 

She described a number of 
occasions when Mr Harvey 
bad been violent towards her 
and smashed doors, furniture 
and electrical goods at their 
home because he had been 
jealous whea she had spoken 
to other men. He was also anx- 
ious - without foundation - 
that she might return to An- 
drew Tilston, the father of her 
six-year-old daughter. Karla, 
Miss Andrews said. 

As a result, their relationship 
was almost permanently in a 
state of flux, with the couple sep- 
arating and re-uniting on 
numerous occasions. Miss An- 
drews told the court that after 
one of Mr Harvey's violent 
rages, she had aborted the baby 
she was carrying, telling him she 
had suffered a miscarriage. 

Despite the traumas of their 
relationship, Miss Andrew’s, a 
former model of Alvechurch. 
Worcestershire, told the court 
that she loved Mr Harvey and 
tried to commit suicide two days 
after his murder because she 
could not bear to live without 
him. She was allowed to leave 
the witness box to show the jury 
that she still wore her engage- 
ment ring. 

Describing the events that led 
to Mr Harvey's death. Miss 
Andrews repeated the account 
she gave at a press conference 
shortly after the killing. The cou- 
ple had been for a drink at the 
Maribrnok public house in 
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Tracie Andrews arriving for trial yesterday. She told the court she had an abortion after one of Lee Harvey's 'rages' Photograph: David Jones/FW 


Bromsgrove on Sunday 1 De- 
cember and were “on good 
terms" travelling home when 
Mr Harvey began swearing at 
another driver after an en- 
counter with another car near 
the M42 roundabout. 

“When the car came up at the 
side of us. Lee was doing ges- 
tures with his hand, and'l saw 
the passenger of the car also 
making gestures." said Miss 
Andrews. Mr Harvey let the 
other car pass at the top of 
Coopers Hill, but it slowed 


down and blocked the middle of 
the road Mis Andrews said that 
first the driver of the Sierra and 
Mr Harvey got out and shouted 
at one another, prodding with 
their fingers, but the other dri- 
ver returned to his car. 

However, the passenger, “a 
big man with staring eyes”, got 
out and approached Mr Har- 
vey- calling him a “Paki bas- 
tard". The court had heard 
earlier that Mr Harvey' had a 
swarthy complexion. 

■‘I saw the passenger strike 


out at Lee. I can't be sure how 
many times, but I would say it 
was more than once,” said Miss 
Andrews. “Lee fell down on to 
the floor and that’s when I got 
out of the car ... Lee was lying 
down on the floor. Lying flat, he 
had his top half up aniL I would 
say that he was supporting him- 
self on his elbows as though he 
was lying on the beach. At that 
time the passenger was bent or 
crouched down by Lee.” 

She said she did not sec any 
weapon in the darkness and she 


denied that she had been car- 
rying a weapon. When she 
approached the man. he called 
her a “slut" and punched her in 
the eye. Meanwhile, the driver 
was shouting “Come on, Jez. 
leave iu" 

Miss Andrews said she heard 
Mr Harvey make a gurgling 
noise and she covered him with 
her coat and rested his head. 

**I can honestly say I really did 
not know what’had happened 
to Lee." she said. “I knew he 
was in a bad wav, hut it all just 


news 





battle for 
Radio 4 


happened to quickly. I can't re- 
call everything that happened. 
It's as though it was in a dream. 

“I can remember saying ‘Why 
can’t I cry?’ And I can remem- 
ber saying Twenty-five min- 
utes ago we were in the pub*." 

Under cross examination 
from David Crigman QC, pros- 
ecuting, ML«s Andrews denied 
she had changed the route of 
the mad rage chase because no- 
one had reported seeing the 
“phantom" Sierra. 

The case continues. 


Paul McCann 

Media Corespondent • 

Betty Boothroyd, Speaker of the 
Commons, yesterday added her 
voice to the growing band of 
public figures lining up ag ain st 
James Boyle, controlter-of Ra- 
dio 4, and his planned changes 
to Middle England's favourite 
radio station. 

Miss Booth royd told Labour 
MF David Winnick, who raised 
a point of order about planned 
changes to Yesterday in Parlia- 
ment . dial she would make rep- 
resentations to the BBC on 
behalf of the House. She said 
the concern expressed by mem- 
bers in all parts of the House 
was “shared by millions of peo^ 
pie outside and I certainly share 
it mysdf". 

She told Mr Winnick: "May 
I suggest that you may like to 
refer this matter to the Select 
Committee on National Her- 
itage for them to have a look at. 
In knowing the views of this 
House. I will certainly make rep- 
resentations on behalf of the 
House to the BBC myself." 

Reports at the weekend sug- 
gested .that Mr Boyle plans to 
incorporate Yesterday in Parlia- 
ment into the 7adcy programme 
as a panel discussion sfoL 

Other MFs lined up to criti- 
cise Mr Boyle’s plans - which 
have yet to be made official - 
and an carlv-day motion con- 
demning any changes to the pro- 
gramme has already attracted 60 
MFs' signatures . Gerald Kauf- 
man, likely to be reappointed 
chairman of the National Her- 
itage Select Committee, has 
also added his voice to the 
concerns. 

The BBC acknowledges that 
Mr Boyle is taking on one of the 
most vocal and easily upset 
constituencies in the country. 
“Fbr evciy programme there is 


a constituency . - said a BBC in- 
sider vesierdav. “From Parlia- 
ment, to the National Farmers' 
Union upset about Fanning T<+- 
day. to disabled lobbyists wor- 
ried about Docs he Take Sugar 
we arc going to gel it in the neck 
from all over". 

Mr Boyle said earlier this year 
that he would not be “held 
hostage" by vested interests. 
However, it is apparent that he 
faces opposition from both in- 
side and outside the BBC. 

As soon as he made a pre- 
sentation of his plans to senior 
executives Iasi week they were 
leaked to weekend newspa- 
pers. Commentators such as Sir 
Roy Strong, former director of 
the Victoria & Albert museum 
and Lord St John of Fawsley. in 
his capacity as a former arts 
minister, were immediately 
rolled out to condemn the pro- 
posals. When a listener offered 
on Feedback in 1 994 to form a 
campaign to prevent Radio 4 
long wave being turned over to 
an all-news service. J2.nfl0 lis- 
teners immediately wrote of- 
fering to join. 

This campaign has meta- 
morphosed into Radio 4 Which, 
which BBC insiders dismiss as 
a “self-appointed lunatic 
fringe". It takes more serious- 
ly the lobbying group Voice of 
the Listener and Viewer, which 
includes John Tusa and Sir 
David Puitnam as patrons. 

To offset protest from lis- 
teners Mr Boyle, armed with a 
team of researchers, addressed 
the VLV in April about the 
thinking behind his programme 
review. 

This prompted Jocelyn Hay. 
chairman of the Voice ot the 
Listener and Viewer, tn say 
that “programmes could not he 
set in stone" and warn only that 
changes needed to be made 
gently. 
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politics 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


A review of parliamentary seats 
in Scotland could be ordered by 
the Government to answer crit- 
icism that the Scots will be 
over-represented at Westmin- 
ster once they have their own 

Parliament. 

A senior Cabinet source said 
that a review of parliamentary 
boundaries by the Boundary 


Commission could be called to 
the charge by critics of 
Scottish devolution, who 
include some Labour MPs. 

The source said it was not 
necessary to cut the number of 
Scottish MPs at Westminster, 
but a review would be certain 
to raise questions about the 
numbers with constituencies 
north of the border. A review 
of the Westminster scats was 
carried out in the last Parlia- 


ment and a fresh inquiry would 
risk reopening some old sores. 

Ministers denied that the 
splits in the Cabinet committee 
on Scottish and Welsh devolu- 
tion were as poisonous as some 
reports suggested, but the ques- 
tion of the powers for the Scot- 
tish Parliament is unlikely to be 
settled by the White Paper to be 
published next week. 

The Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw, who led the so-called 


English lobby against pressure 
to give the Scottish Parliament 
separate powers from the West- 
minster Parliament, hinted at 
the weekend that his group 
had won the argument. 

Mr Straw, who is backed by 
Frank Dobson, the Secretary of 
State for Health, and Jack Cun- 
ningham, the Minister of Agri- 
culture, said the White Paper 
would show that the integrity of 

the Union had been preserved. 


The minis terial group ruled 
out giving the Scottish Parlia- 
ment to own power to decide on 

legal curbs in Scotland over 
abortion. It was feared tins 
would lead to a cross4Mrder traf- 
fic in women seeking aboraon. 

But there will bo significant 
powers for the Scottish Parlia- 
ment, including the right to ex- 


tajy'of State for Scotland, said 
scans of the judgements ma d® 
by the ministerial team would 
be controversial- Yesterday he 

i thnr The 


Government’s plans for d evo- 
lution arid a Scottish parliament 

would bring them benefits. 


land. Donald Dewar, Secre- 


ers at a breakfast meeting in 
Glasgow, Mr Dewar pledged: 
“Wiat the Scottish Parliament 
there will be new opportunities 


and Scottish businesses willTjse 
to th"t challenge. It will take ad- 
vantage of the new opportunities 
offered by our dearer Scottish 
ideality. And above all it will take 
advantage of the new opportu- 
nities to riiape and influence pol- 
icy by having ^-government 
dosertathe Scottish people, and 
closer to Scottish businesses.” 

Andrew Cubic, chairman of 
GBI Scotland which hastteen 
sceptical of devolution -said: 


“It is still oar position thatlhey 
■ must demonstrate real busi- 
ness benefits awl opportunities 
rather than- create additional 
costs and bureaucracy.” 

Meanwhile, the Scottish Na- 
tional Patty’s 1 leader, Alex 
Salmond, protested at report- 
ed plans by tbe'Goventmentto 
move the proposed Scottish 
Parliament to sdinbmgh City 
Chambers "instead of the Roy- 
al High School in the city. . 


Slaughter 
hopes to 
become 
Labour’s 



Mowlam 


giant 

killer 


r ' ‘’I Randall 

;< \ FOR 

UXBRIDGE 

aiE^aBaa? 


Louise Jury 


New Labour, new candidate. At 
the official launch of the 
Uxbridge by-election campaign 
yesterday the party introduced 
Andy Slaughter, who will fight 
(he seat in place of the man who 
slashed a giant Tory majority to 
724 votes in May. 

David Williams, a local lec- 
turer, fought the now margin- 
al seal in west London at the 
general election. He has made 
clear his unhappiness that 
Labour's National Executive 
Committee did not even short- 
list him this time round. 

But as Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, stepped out along- 
side the new candidate in the 


constituency yesterday, the par- 
ty was emphasising Mr Slaugh- 
ter's “excellent" qualifications 
for the vacancy created by the 
death of the *R>iy Sir Michael 
Shersby. And Mr Brown was 
plugging ail of his 10-week 
track record in office asa pow- 
erful vote-winner for the 36- 



for talks 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 










year-old barrister at the poll on 
31 July. 

The Chancellor cited the 
new windfall tax spending on 
education and health, the cut in 
VAT on fuel and action for small 
businesses as reasons for end- 


Major concern: Members of the Uxbridge Conservative Club mulling over the issues as the by-election campaign kicked off yesterday 



Photograph: David Rose 


iqg 27 years of Conservative rep- 
resentation in the prosperous 
constituency. Speaking in the 
heart of small business - Zeus 
Metal Fabrications, which em- 


ploy six people making metal 
machinery in Uxbridge - Mr 
Brown said they were taking 
nothing for granted “We know 
that this is an uphill fight But 



we’re going to put to the peo- 
ple of Uxbridgeour record of 
the last two months.". Mr 
Slaughter said: “I am delighted 
to have been selected by 
Uxbridge Labour party mem- 
bers to fight this seat on behalf 
of Tony Blair’s new Labour 
Party." 

Playing down tales of local 
dissatisfaction at his candida- 
ture, MrSlaughter emphasised 
his experience in modernising 
1 Hammersmith and Fulham 
council in west London, where 
he is leader. “I have helped to 
improve people’s quality of life.- 
I can do the same in Uxbridge." 

He dismissed the liberal 
Democrat candidate, Keith 
Kerr, a British Airways manager 


at Heathrow, as out of the run- 
ning. 

And he said- “The Conserv- 
atives under new leader William 
Hague are as much of a sham- 
bles as they ever were under 
John Major.” But Lord Parkin- 
son, the new Conservative Par- 
ty chairman, gleefully picked on 
the selection row, d aiming the 
decision to adopt Mr Slaughter 
demonstrated the “breathless 
arrogance” of Labour in gov- 
ernment. He contrasted the 
Labour candidate with the Con- 
servatives’ John Randall, 42, the 
owner of a well-known 
Uxbridge department store 
founded by his great grandfa- 
ther, Philip, in 1891. ; • . 

“Labour had to show their 


candidate where Uxbridge was 
on the map. He has been para- 
chuted In,” Lord Parkinson 
said The row follows specula- 
tion that Labour wOl introduce 
a 1st of ap prov e d candidates for 
general elections, subjecting 
them to the . same rigorous se- 
lection procedures used in by- 
elections. Constituencies 
arrange their own shortlists for 
general elections but an NEC 
panel does so for by-elections. 

The Conservatives also have 
[dans under way to change 
adoption procedures and have 
scrapped their previous list of 
approved candidates. However, 
Lord Parkinson said any selec- 
tion changes introduced by the 
Tories would not “ride . 


roughshod” over local wishes. 
The by-election is an early 


popularity test for both the 
Labour government and Mr 
Hague. Some observers were 
surprised that the Conservatives 
chose Mr Randall rather than 
any one of a number of high- 
profile former MBs anxious to 
resume a career in the Com- 
mons. But die local association 
instead chose to rely on the ap- 
peal ofa local man whose val- 
ues, like his department store, 
are described as “old-fash- 
ioned". 

The Liberal Democrats’ cam- 
paign in Uxbridge was launched 
yesterday by Nick Harvey MR 
the party’s chairman of cam- 
paigns. 


Senior Government officiate 
have given Sinn Fein a defini- 
tive reply on the terms for talks 
after its leaders initiated a num- 
ber of contacts with the North- 
ern Ireland Office, it emerged •’ 
yesterday. 

Mo Mowlam, Secretary of . 
State for Northern Ireland, sakfc 
“It’s not negotiations. I’m not 
talking to them. But if they want 
clar ificati on then it will happen. 
I’m not hiding anything." 

Formal talks between Sinn 
Fein and the Government were 
broken off following the murder 
last month of two policemen in 
Lurgan, Co Armagh. 

But Sinn Fein has since made 
a number of phone c al ls, and 
wrote two letters to the North- 
ern Ireland Office, on 20 June 
and 2 July, and a reply was sent 
on 9 July to the questions it had 
raised. 

Speaking on Radio Ulster’s 
Talkback programme, Ms 
Mowlam said: “What’s impor- 
tant is that Sinn Ftein cannot give 
any excuse that we have not clar- 
ified our position.” 

With multi-party talks on the 
future' of Northern Ireland re- 
suming today, the Ulster 
Unionists are putting strong 
pressure on Ms Mowlam to 
tighten the conditions for Sum 
Fein participation. 

Bill-scale political talks are' 
scheduled to start in September, 
and the Government has said 
that any IRA ceasefire must hold 
for at least ax weeks before Sinn 
Fein is allowed into those talks . 

- genuine “by word and deed” 

- otherwise, the process will go 
ahead without them. 

"The talks will start on Sep- 
tember 15, without them if 
there is no ceasefire,".' Ms 
Mowlam said yesterday. 

David Trimme, the leader of 
the Ulster Unionists, said Ms 
Mondam was subject to “wish- 
ful thinking", ~if she thought . 
there could be a new and un- 
equivocal IRA ceasefire. - 
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Heritage department 
is consigned to history 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Chris Smith yesterday ceased to 
be the Heritage Secretory and be- 
came the first Secretary of State 
for Culture, Media and Sport. 

The Government decided to 
re-name (he Department of 
National Heritage, Mr Smith 
said, as “the old name was 
backward-looking and did not 
do justice to the range of work 
we cover". 

The new name does not do 
full justice either, as tourism also 
falls within Mr Smith's portfo- 
lio. But a spokesman at the De- 
partment for Culture. Media 
and Sport said yesterday that 
culture brings m tourists, so 
tourism came under culture. 

It was also decided io trans- 


fer responsibility for the music 
industries from the Depart- 
ment for Trade and Industry id 
the DCMS. 

Mr Smith said the depart- 
ment would be forward-looking 
and “promote everything from 
Beefeaters to Britpop". 

He also announced an inter- 
departmental Creative Indus- 
tries Taskforce, which will aim 
to improve economic perfor- 
mance in this area. 

Its membership wifi include 
Virgin chief Richard Branson; 
film producer Sir David Put- 
tnam; the founder of Oasis’s 
record label Creation Records, 
Alan McGee: designer Paul 
Smith; chief executive and UK 
chairman of publishers Random 
House, Gail Rebuck; Eric Sala- 
ma, director of media advisers 


WPP; and Janice Hughes of 
Spectrum Strategy Cbnsuitanis. 

Mr Smith sain the taskforce 
would co-ordinate the activities 
of various Whitehall depart- 
ments, boosrweahh generation 
and employment in the intfagtries 
concerned and increase “creative 
activity and exce Hence". 

He added: “The Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport is 
a department for the future. It 
is about creativity, innovation 
and excitement- It is a depart- 
ment concerned with many of 
the things that affect people’s 
day-ttMiay lives -like sport tele- 
vision, films and the lottery- the 
things we talk about ar work or 
at leisure. 

“It is all about the widest pos- 
sible access — for the many not 
the few.” 
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Opera house farewell as inquest begins 


Colm Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

ZJc^yal Opera House is «- 
pwted to be investigated by the 
commons select committee on 
culture following controversy 
over its failure to widen its au- 
dience to ordinary people. 

A royal gala performance 
last eight at the Covent Garten 
opera house was attended by 
the Prince of Wales and Chris 

Smith, the Secretary of State for 
the newly renamed Depart- 
ment for Culture, Media and 
Sport, marking the closure of 
the historic 138-year-old build- 
ing for its £2 14m redevelop- 
menL 

Gerald Kaufman, the Labour 
chairman of the cross-party 
Commons select committee 
which shadows Mr Smith’s de- 
partment. has told friends that 
he wants lo make an inquiry fritr» 
the Royal Opera House and its 
financing a top priority for his 
committee, which is meeting lat- 
er this week to agree its agen- 
da for the forthcoming session 
of Parliament. 

The committee is expected to 
investigate the large sums of 
public money going into the 
Royal Opera House, including 
a £78.5ni lottery grant towards 
the rebuilding project; the 
availability of tickets for the 
general public at realistic 
prices; and the management of 
the opera house, which was 
subjected to an unflattering 
fly-on-the-wall television doc- 
umentary. 

Mr Smith privately believes 
that the Royal Opera House has 
not done enough to allow or- 
dinary people to hear and see 
opera, either by providing more 
cheap tickets and going out to 
capture a wider audience. 

The Royal Opera- House 
does provide cheap tickets, but 



Gerald Kaufman: Will press 
for select committee inquiry 

Mr Smith and senior colleagues 
believe too few are offered at 
prices most people can afford, 
makin g the nation’s mam opera 
venue an elitist attraction, in 
spite of the growing public 


awareness for opera, following 
the success of the concerts by 
the Three Tenors 

The use of a large screen in 
the square at Covent Garden to 
broadcast live concerts enabled 
the public to share in perfor- 
mances. Mr Smith would like to 
see the number of broadcast 
performances increased to 
make them more accessible to 
the public. 

Under pressure from the 
Government to become “the 
people's opera house”. Covent 
Garten shared its farewell gala 
with miUions of BBC2 viewers 
and a huge crowd who saw it 
free on a big screen relay in the 
nearby piazza outside St Paul’s 
Church. 

The Royal Opera House is 
due to reopen in December 
1999 in time for the millermnim 
celebrations. The imposing fa- 


cade-on Bow Street will be ex- 
tended and enhanced with the 
transformation of the wrought 
iron floral Hall used as a 
scenery store since a 1950s fire 
into a huge foyer space with bar 
and dining areas. 

Backstage areas are being 
completely rebuilt with a mas- 
sive fly tower to house scenery 
which will be lowered and 
moved by new machinery, re- 
placing equipment dating from 

1858 and electrics from 1901. 
A 450-seai studio theatre will 
srafy small-scale opera and 
ballet. 

During the closure the Roy- 
al Opera and Ballet companies 
will perform at a variety of 
theatres and balls. In Novem- 
ber they stage a spectacular pro- 
duction of \ferdi’s OteBo at the 
Royal Albert Hall. Other Lon- 
don venues will be the Barbican 
Theatre and Concert Hall, 
Royal Festival Hall and Shaftes- 
bury Theatre. They wffl also tour 
to Aldeburgh. King’s Lynn and 
Birmingham. 

The Royal Opera flies to 
New York later this month to 
stage Palestrina at the Metro- 
politan Opera House. 



Free view: 


^temporary searing being put In place ontsid Tt ^e Ro^l House ahead of last night’s farewell gala Photograph: John Lawrence 


DAILY POEM 


On the Subject of Doctors 

By James Tate 

I like to see doctors cou^l 
W hat kind of human being 
would grab all your money 
just when you're down? 

I'm not saying they enjoy this: 

“Sony, Mr. Rodriguez, dun’s it, 
no hope! You might as weU- 
hand over your wallet . " Hell no, 
they'd, rather be playing golf 
and swapping jokes about our feet 

Some of them smoke marijuana ’ 

and are alcoholics, and thdr moral 
turpitude is famous: who gets to see 
most sex organs in the world? Not 
poets. With the hours they keep 
they need drugs more than anyone : 

Germ city there’s no hope 

looking down those jinyengine throats. 

They’re bound to get sick themselves 
sometime ; and l happen to be there 
myself in a high fever 
taking my plastic medicine seriously 
nith the doctors, who are dying. 

This second work from James Thte’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Selected POems (Carcanet, £9.95) comes from Viper Jazz, a 
volume that first appeared in 1976. 
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Branson 
joins war 



Jeremy Lauranee 

Health Editor 

Britain's favourite entrepre- 
neur yesterday pledged to put 
the weight of his financial 
empire behind the Govern- 
ment's drive to end tobacco 
sponsorship of sport. 

Richard Branson, chairman 
of Virgin, said it was time to take 
on the tobacco barons and call 
the bluff of those who threat- 
ened an end to Formula One 
motor racing in the United 
Kingdom if tobacco money 
were withdrawn. 

Mr Branson, appearing on a 
platform with Tessa Jewell, 
Minister for Public Health, at 
a government-organised anti- 
smoking summit, said Virgin 
would sponsor Indy motor rac- 
ing in Britain as a substitute for 
die Grand Pro, if that were 
moved to another country. 

Indy motor racing, which 
originated in the United States, 
involves racing round a banked 
oval track and' is cheaper to put 
cm than Formula One. Mr Bran- 
son added that Virgin compa- 
nies would also be happy to step 
in with offers of sponsorship for 
other threatened sports such as 
cricket and snooker. 

"I am absolutely convinced it 
is a bluff and the chances of it 
happening are small, but it is 
important the tobacco compa- 
nies can't frighten the public 
into thinking they will lose their 
favourite sports,” he said. 

Mr Branson's remarks caught 
the mood of the meeting, at- 
tended bv (We ministers from 
three government departments 
and bolstered by assorted 
celebrities, who had come to 
hear ami-smoking experts from 
around the world before fram- 
ing new proposals for legislation. 

As a succession of speakers 
warmly congratulated the Gov- 
ernment on its initiative, Ms 
J owe 11 declared: '“I believe that 
when the histories of public 
health are written, what we 
stan today will be recognised as 
the turning point in smoking in 
this country', from today, smok- 
ing starts to be history.” 

Ms Jowell said the aim was 
“fundamentally to change the 

r ’lion of tobacco in the pub- 
consciousness”. Tobacco 
advertising and sponsorship 


will be banned and the duty on 
tobacco will rise by 5 per cent 
in real terms annually (com- 
pared with 3 per cent under the 
previous government). 

A White Paper to be pub- 
lished by the end of die year will 
also set out ministers' thinking 
on raising the minimum age for 
buying cigarettes from 16 to 18, 
and introducing new restrictions 
on smoking in public places. 
New measures to help people 
give up smoking, ana prevent 
them taking it up will also be in- 
cluded. 

Mr Branson, who is a trustee 
of the pressure group. Parents 
against Tobacco, called for a 
3p a packet surcharge on ciga- 
rettes to provide a £120m anti- 
smoking fund to persuade the 
public of the health dangers. 

Padraig Flynn, the European 
commissioner for employment 
and social affairs, said concert- 
ed action across Europe was es- 
sential to combat the power of 
the tobacco companies. Dr 
Sandy Macara, chairman of the 
British Medical Association, 
urged all those opposed to the 
tobacco industry to “join forces 
in a combined crusade against 

the corporate criminals'’. 

The only group not repre- 
sented at the meeting, the 
tobacco manufacturers, re- 
sponded sourly to Mr Branson's 
offer. A spokesman said: “He 
is putting his foot in a world 
about which he knows nothing. 
Indy racing... has nothing like 
the glamour of Formula One.” 

Motor racing drew 40 per 
cent of its sponsorship income 
from the tobacco industry, com- 
pared with 3 per cent for oth- 
er sports, and there was a 
serious danger that the organ- 
isers of the British Grand Prix 
would take the event elsewhere 
if this source of funds were cut 
off. “With a potential world- 
wide TV audience of 900 mil- 
lion it doesn't matter if they are 
tearing round comers at Sfl- 
verstone or in Taipei," he said. 
■ Pregnant women who smoke 
more than 10 cigarettes a day risk 
having unruly, anti-social sons 
who may grow into criminals, 
researchers said. The daira aris- 
es from a study of the records of 
177 boys aged seven to 12 who 
were referred for treatment for 
behaviour problems. 



Tha^inkin^feel!ng^Wnd^Tn«« being lowered Into its namesake late. The craft wiftfre able to parry 10 pasaengers as well its pilot Photographs: Martin RicketVNews Team 




depths in Lakeland 


Esther Leach 

It wasn't exactly Trident, but the 
25-tonne M ergo submarine 
impressed most who watched as 
it was swung by crane into Eng- 
land's longest lake. 

The tourist submarine was 
dropped into Lake Winder- 
mere in Cumbria where it will 
cruise the depths looking for 
wrecks as well as studying 
marine life. 

The submarine, aptly named 
the Windermere , carries 10 pas- 
sengers, and is the first to oper- 
ate on the lake. 

The manager of the Lakeside 
marina, Les Mickietbwaite, 
said: “The locals will have been 
expecting something like the Tri- 
dent, which is built across the 
way at Barrow. This will seem 
like a duck to them. 

“But we think it wfll stir a lot 
of interest and it's a welcome 


addition to the steam cruisers 
we have here. 

“The only other unusual craft 
we’ve had on the water was a 
Sunderland flying boat .that 
stayed for one summer season.” 

The owners of the craft, Paul 
and Jane Whitfield, have suc- 
cessfully operated a submarine 
on Loch Ness. 

Mrs Whitfifeld said of the 
venture: “I hope we will be 
here permanently. We are 
going to spend a week explor- 
ing the lake and then choose 
a coupfe of suitable sites from 
which to dive. We wfll ferry 
passengers from the lakeside 
out to the submarine. ■ 

“We'8 be looking for wrecks 
and exploring areas that are lit- 
tle-known and in many cases 
never seen before. 

“We think it will work very 
well, complementing the new 
a quatarium [marine-life centre] 


built here, and the steamers 
which cruise on the surface.” 

The submarine carries pas- 
sengers and a pilot to a depth 
of almost 300. feet. It cruises at 
half a knot but can reach three 
knots when pressed. A single 
tour is likely to last an hour. 

Mrs Whitfield added that 
marine He in Windermere was. 
suiprfsing&varied.. f. _ v , : 

“Fish fire includes. ‘arctic^ 
chair, trout, pike, 
perch and eels. And there have 
been numerous stories over 
the years concerning boat 
wrecks and sunken aircraft. 

. “The waters may be deep and 
dark butthey wifl present little 
difficulty because our submarine 
is denned to operate at depths 
of 300 feet and is fitted with 
powerful underwater lights and 
large view ports. 

“Sonar equipment, cameras 
and scientific instruments, help 
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to locate and record any 
unusual targets.” 

The submarine wfll compete 
with an underwater walkway 
called ‘Tlmnd With A View” at 


the aquatarium. It crosses the 
Jake, allowing people to stroll 
among the boulders and pools, 
minnows and perch. Visitors wifl 
encounter stickleback, carp. 


stone loach and buUhea&m 
their natura l habitat. It jjBjb. 
offers a fish-eye view of d fi fc r 
and pike, king of the predatory 
freshwater fish. 
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Judith Judd 

Education Editor _ 

Reading standards among 
eight-year-olds in Birmingham, 
one of the local authority mod- 
els Cor the Government's liter- 
acy drive, have risen during the 
last two years. 

The city, whose chief educa- 
tion officer is Professor Tim 
Brighouse, has pioneered 
scdwol targets and a series of ini- 
tiatives to spread effective 
teaching methods. School targets 
and the spread of good practice 
are at the heart of the Govern- 
ment’s strategy for raising stan- 
dards disclosed in a While Paper 
published last week. 

In a report to Birmingham's 
education sub-committee. Pro- 


fessor Brighouse, who is vice- 
chairman of the Government’s 
new standards task force, points 
to an improvement in eight- 

between springl^W and this 
year. However, one in eight city 
children still has a reading age 
two or more years below his or 
her chronological age. 

Nearly 2^00 children in 50 
representative city primary 
schools were set tests designed 
by the National Foundation for 
Educational Research and 
marked by their teachers. 

The children’s raw scores 
were compared with, the scores 
achieved by children of the 
same age nationally and then 
converted into standardised 
scores. A standard score of 100 


represents the national average. 

In 1995, the average score by 
Birmingham children was 93. By 
spring this year, it was 97. 

The report says: “Impor- 
tantly, most of the improvement 
has been m reducing the pro- 
portion of children in the low- 
est reading bands.” 

Two years ago, the city in- 
cotfaced a “primary guarantee" 
under whjen schools set their 
own targets in return for sup- 
port and funding from the lo- 
cal authority. 

There was also “a year of 
reading" during which schools 
were encouraged to focus on lit- 
eracy. Teachers have been of- 
fered extra training, and a 
survey of teaching methods was 
carried out earlier this year 


with the results being sent to all 
primary schools. 

Standards have improved far 
all children,, including those 
from ethnic minorities and 
those on free school 'meals. 
“However, differences still re- 
main with children with first laiK 
guag e s other than English and 
children from disadvantaged 
backgrounds tendmg to perform 
less welt” 

Children who had received 
nursery education did better 
than those who had not 

The report says the results 
must be treated with caution be- 
cause this is the first time read- 
ing standards' in the city have 
been compared in this way. 

National research published 
recently by the National Foun- 


dation for Education Research 
suggests that reading standards 
' have remained much the sam&~ 
for the last 50 yearn. There was 
a slight drop in the late Eight- 
ies before they returned ' ter 
their previous leveL . • 

Professor Brighouse sairiihe 
was delighted with the results 
which reflected schools* effi&is. 
"However, We are not being 
comptecent. We realise tbdt^fee 
are still below the nationality^ 
erage and there is work toifee 
done. Targets are being se£&y 
schools for the year 2000 imSm 
effort yo continue this imprtp:- 
ment in reading standards.^? - 
Ministers have seta targe 
80 per cent of 1 1-year-trfdgto 
read? the expected standaroin 
English by 2002- •-48S..- 
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All is not well in 
deepest London 
as the waters 
rise ever upward 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

Companies worried about London’s 
nsing groundwater are about to ask the 
Government to start serious planning 
on how to pump large quantities out 
of the city. 

Rain or shine, drought or flood, the 
water table beneath London ha* been 
rising for 30 years - by up to three 
metres a year, ft already poses a threat 
to the London Underground, and in the 
next century it could start to move 
entire buildings. 

The reason is that people talre flu- 
less water from the aquifier beneath the 
centre of the capital than they used to. 
The water table is returning towards 
its original natural level much nearer 
to the surface. 

A committee chaired by London Un- 
derground has been monitoring and 
planning research into the threat for 
four years. It includes representatives 
of property and insurance associa- 
tions, Thames Water and British 
Telecom, which has deep-level cable 
ducts at risk. 

Mike Gellatley, infrastructure sys- 
tems engineer for London Under- 
ground, said the group was poised to 
send a position statement to minis ters. 
“We think the time has come for a 
single pumping strategy headed by one 
accountable body, perhaps the Envi- 
ronment Agency.'' About 30 milli on 
litres a day would have to be removed. 


The Tube network, first in the firing 
line, has had to put increasing effort 
into monitoring the inflow of water and 
pumping it from its tunnels. Worst af- 
fected is the southern end of the 
Northern Line towards Tboting Bee, 
. where the water table has almos t 
reached the surface. 

\taier tables are rising under several 
other large European cities too, 

. including Bi rmingham . 

As the water rises it saturates the cky 
sitting on top of the dialk aquifer. That 
may alter the way in which it supports 
large buildings constructed on top of 
piles sunk deep into the j ground. 

Vmn Robinson, principal hydroge- 
ologist with the Thames region of the 
Govemmeafs Environment Agency, 
advocates a detailed study to see how 
buildings in one small area of central 
London hught be affected. 

- “Al ibis stage, I don’t think many 
buildings are likely to settle," he said. 
“But it would only take damage to a 
few to justify the expense of a pump- 
ing strategy to stop the groundwater ris- 
ing further.” 

Thames Water will come under 
pressure to use this pomped out wa- 
ter foe public supply, helping solre wors- 
ening water shor tfalls at the same time. 

But Mr Robinson conceded this was 
not economically attractive. Exploiting 
the riang water would reouire several 
pumping stations, and extensive 
treatment to make it drinkable, in 
return for meeting only a Hay proper- 



Gulf War 
syndrome 
research 
stepped up 


On the up: Adrian BagnaH of estate scents Hurford Satvi Carr peering into the well of a property in 
Ctoffeenwefl In central London. A sharp fan in the amount of water <frawn from the capital's aquifer 
has led to a potentially hazardous rise in the water table (see table, above) Photograph: Philip Meech 


don of the capital’s daily needs. 

. There used to be hundreds of 
boreholes and wells in the square 
mile of the City of London alone. 
Manufacturers and businesses such 
as laundries and breweries pumped 
huge quantities of water up from 
the underlying rocks and it was 


common for large office buildings 
such as the Bank of England to have 
their own supply. The water table 
was as low as 9Qm below ground 
level in central London in the 
1960s as a result 
It was deepest below the West 
End, witb the water table tending 


to rise the further one moved out 
from the centre. In the outermost 
suburbs, it had only been drawn 
down a few metres. By the 1960s, 
however, the heavy water users had 
moved away and businesses and 
housing left in the centre retied 
more and more on piped supplies. 


Christopher Beflamy 
D efence Correspondent 

The Government yesterday 
announced a 20-point plan lo 
increase the practical help given to 

victims of GutfWu illness and a “new 

beginning" to finding out what had 
happened to them. 

In tire last six months the number 
of British servicemen and women re- 
porting unexplained symptoms has 
increased from 1,100 to lJ?on. 

John Reid, the Armed Forces 
minster, told Parliament he was 
setting out a comprehensive strate- 
gy for dealing with veterans* concerns 
and finding out what caused the ill- 
ness or Alnesses. He remained con- 
vinced that although mistakes might 
have been made, they had arisen 
from the best motives. “We question 
no one’s motives," he said. “We 
took what measures we thought to 
be necessary to protect our troops." 

He also said he supported the 
British system of “no-fault compen- 
sation", paid as part of war pensions, 
which are given independent]}' of any 
other service pensions. So far. 1.2&5 
Gulf War veterans have applied for 
war pensions including 295 for symp- 
toms arising from Gulf War illness. 
So far. 134 have been awarded lo 
these applicants. 

Gulf veterans welcomed yester- 
day’s announcement which met their 
demands for speeding up research, 
particularly into the vaccinations 
against biological warfare agents - 
bubonic plague, anthrax and whoop- 
ing cough - which many think may 
be to blame. 

Yesterday's MoD statement said 
that in 1990 - before the Gulf War 
- the Department of Health bad re- 
ported that mice which had been giv- 
en anthrax and whooping cough 
vaccine iogeiher in a test at the Na- 


tional Institute of Biological Stan- 
dards arid Control had suffered se- 
rious weight loss and illness. The data 
is no longer available, because the 
N1BSC destroyed it. Dr Reid has or- 
dered a renewed investigation. 

Tony Flint, who served in the 
Gulf and is now mflering from a form 
of glandular lever. cmphysenuL nerve 
damage and weight loss, said yes- 
terday he ihoughuhe vaccines “were 
going to he the bjggesl culprit". Hu 
added: “The reason wc\e come lo 
that conclusion is because the com- 
mander of the French forces re/iiscd 
to allow any of his men to have the 
vjeeines or any of the anti-nurse 
agent tablets and none of them were 
ill" 

The Government said it will 
roughly double to £tu5m over the next 
three years its spending on inves- 
tigations into the mysterious illness 
or illnesses, including £2. 25m of re- 
search at the Chemical and Biological 
Defence Establishment at Porton 
Down. 

Among the 2(1 points announced 
yesterday are new studies into the 
combinations of vaccines and anti- 
nerve gas tablets given to troops. The 
Government has also recalled the 
RAF doctor. Group Captain Bill 
Coker, who conducted the first in- 
vestigations into Gulf War illness. 

Dr Reid said: “Ufc will ensure Gulf 
veterans have prompt access to med- 
ical advice and wc will ensure the 
MoD make available to the public 
and. in particular. Gulf War veterans, 
any available information." 

Among the new measures an- 
nounccd'are studies into the effect 
of the simultaneous inoculations 
against anthrax and whooping cough 
given to all troops serving on land. 
The latter was administered as an 
“adjuvant" (an accelerating agent) to 
enhance the anthrax vaccine. . 
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But we might be able to save you £1,OOOs on yours 


. jf&r the sting in the tail! 


• Faced with one of the biggest financial 



ft commitments of our lives, most of us are 
keen to look around for the best 
95 ** mortgage deal. And with banks and 
building societies falling over themselves with 
attractive offers, there's plenty of choice. 

But tread carefully! Banks and building societies 
can afford to offer seemingly good deals as they 
plan to make a lot more money by selling you the 
savings plans and life insurance that goes with 
them. They are retying on your 'gratitude' for the 
loan to smooth the way. 




You are actually free to buy your life 
cover or savings plan from whichever 
company gives you the best deal. 

You don't have to buy them from your 
mortgage lender. Which is fortunate, as banks and 
building societies can be among the most 
expensive around. 

Making the right choice could turn out to be a 
more important decision than the mortgage itself. 
So call a few companies, including us, and see if 
vou’re being taken advantage of. A short phone call 
could save you literally f 1.000s over the term of 

your mortflas® 1 



'Repayment' mortgage? It pays to shop around. 


If you've chosento pay off part of the 
capital as as the interest on your 
loan each month, you'll peed to arrange 
life cover to pay off the loan if you die. 





direct 

personal fmaxcisi sesvfe© 


Ip^Vfce .earn give thost people a guaranteed price 
phone in under 10 minutes. We'll then 
you a dear information pack with ali the forms 
^ne^dy fitted out for you. Nothing could be simpler! 


Interest only' mortgage ? Consider your options. 


if you plan to pay just the interest on your 
loan each montp, ycw/H need a savings 
plan to payoff the capita) at the end of 
your mortgage, as weii as life cover. 

These are usually. sold together as an 
^dpWmenV, despite jt noimaily being cheaper to 
f separately. So why not consider the 

b^fits that the Virgin Growth PEP offers over an 
endowment, inducting low, dear charges, tax free - 
f growth arid far greata flexibility? Cali us now for 
aninforTnatkmpacfc andjudge for yourself. 
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Open seven days a week from 8am to 10pm 


At Virgin Direct we offer straightforward, good 
value for money products and no gobbledygook. 
Plus the outstanding level of service you associate 
with Virgin! r- a i Q 


. [ Service Ltd is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. Minimum investment £50 a month or £1,000 lump sum. The price of units and any income from them con go down as well as up. 
Virgin Direct Personal Fmancio The baS(C . (jt _ x change. The value of the tax benefit depends on how much tax you pay. For your security, a!l calls to Virgin Direct will be recorded and randomly monitored, 

you may not get back the amoun . 
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international 


outlawed weapon 


Robert Fisk * 

Aadchit el-Qsair; . r 

icraoi i -occuoisd southern Lebanon I 

s 

Old Ahmed Sweidan had waltod to 
collect his animal feed from the field v 

on the edge of his village at dawn t 

every morning for a month. Ap- < 
nmachin" 70, the Shia Muslim t 
farmer would kneel in the stubble to i 
orav. his erven plastic water-jUg - for 

ritual ablution -beside him, a stone 1 

in front to rest his head on as he 
bowed towards Mecca. _ I 

Living more ihan a mile inside Is- 1 
rael's occupation zone, be had no ; 

reason to fear for his life. Five of his 

immediate family members were 

Arafat 

lobbies 


to join 
the 

Queen’s 

dub 


Steve Crawshaw 

The British empire has loag since crumbled. 
Now that Hong Kong is gone, there are hard- 
ly anv red dots left on the map - let alone 
die fed swaths that covered so much ot 
the globe 50 or 100 years ago. And yet, a long 
line of countries is now keen to declare a 
kind of loyalty to the Queen. The latest 
supplicant: Palestine. 

Yasser Arafat, the terronst-tumed-states- 
man Palestinian leader, yesterday metlbny 
Blair, the Prime Minister. They discussed the 
Middle East, and the need to push the peace 

certainly. Today, howev- 
er, Mr Arafat will hold a potentially more 
fruitful meeting in London — with Chief 
Etneka Anvaoku, Secretary-General of the 
Commonwealth. In his mcetm& Mr Arafat 
will press Palestine’s claim to join the club, 
the last vestige of Britain’s imperial legacy. 

Mr Arafat is following what is becoming 


serving in Israel s own proxy 
Lebanese militia, the “South 
Lebanon Army” (SLA). One of his 
sons was a retired policeman. 

but on Saturday morning, as he 
walked into the field to pray, an Is- 
raeli Merkava tank a mfle-and-a-half 
away on the opposite hill fired sev- 
en shells at him, each round packed 
with 1 - thousands of tiny steel 
"fleebette” arrows - a weapon 
banned under international law. 

Ahmed Sweidan was tom to 
pieces. Yesterday, his dark, dried 
blood still stained the cornfield, his 
gree&plastic water-jug on its side in 
the stubble. And all across the field 
where he died lay hundreds of those 


tinv steel steel darts. I found dozens . 
of "them - an inch-and-a-half long, 
each with four fins, painted green and 
erev - lying in the piles of gram, em- 
bedded in solid rock, pinpricked into 
the two scarecrows that Ahmed 
Sweidan had erected to keep the 
birds from his animal feed. He had 
died the death of a thousand cuts. 

A mistake, Israel said. Deeply re- 
gretted. But its tank crew were fol- 
rtrripri'’. If thev saw 


— . . 

of darkness, they were required to 
open fire. Cynically aware of Israel s 
frequent self-proclaimed “mistakes 
-the Qana massacre, the attack on 
«*" ambulance-load of children and 


women, and the slaughter of i fem- 
Hv of nine, all m April of last S' 

came to their mind- the 300 
of Aadchit el-Qsair do not believe 

a word of it. . 

“Tlie old man had been ooming to 
the hill every morning at the same 
time for a month,” one oftiremsaKi 
yesterday. “The Israelis had watched 

him every day. There are ^ 
who he was. Anyway, h^eyoaev^ 

heaidrfagqemllaraai^toi^ 

the enemy on the top of a bill? They 
use the wadis." , . . 

The Israeli Merkava tank wfoch 
killed Ahmed Sweidan is equipped 


with thermal imagery - its erw 
must have been able to see the old 
man clearly in the pre-dawn light - 
and fired its shells over a period of 
seven minutes. I found fragments of 
seven 120 mm rounds, one of them 
coded with the figure 128-20-91/77, 
most of which earned Hebrew mark- 
ings and appeared to- have been 
made in Israel 

Nor was this the first time 
flechettes have been used .on civil- 
ians in Lebanon. More than four 
years ago, the same banned shells 
were fired into civilians in the village 


Women. On that occasion, Israel did 

snnlnmw. 


wno nc WHS. y- - years ago, the same oanneo soeus 

tank which ar«a wilh_the same ttay steeUr- 


area of operations- Finnish troops 

patrol the vaiagebmSwradanwB^ 

ready in his grave when, they reached 
the scene of the Sailing on aatur^y. 

Islamic law stipulates speedy burial, 

especially fra bodtan mto 
wounds. Ahmed Sweidan’s head was 
almost severed from his body. 

Mar rines the old man s death sug- 


rows and killing five' men and 


there is much Kfc left in the South 
anon ceasefire which was sup- 


i^mbanhneiit.Aileasteignicrv^. 

: 

! 30fL killing Ismeh Major Nadav 

■ mM i 

"TiSk troops have meanwhile 

h side Lebanon. 
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Seeking entry: Yasser Ararat leaving xne — 


wants to leave - and the number of those 
who want to join is increasing. Two years ago, 
the mostly Francophone Cameroon jomed 
the Commonwealth. Formerly Portuguese 
Mozambique, too, has jomed— despite some 
hesitation from other members of the ciuo. 
Now, even Rwanda is seeking to join. Mem- 
‘ requires countries to “accept the 


monwealth is not just the cosy relationships 

that come free with eveiy member’s wkome 

pack, but also the signal that membership 
sends — that Palestine is a real country, not 
iust an almost-state. Mr Arafat first bid for 
a form of “associate status” — but was told 

that there could be no halfway house. 

The Commonwealth’s apparent stren^tn 
* — *■«- Arafat to be m~ 


why Mr Arafefs application has run m to 
some resistance. The human rights record 
of the Palestinian authorities has been 
patchy, at' best. And yet, the new-look 
Commonwealth is keen to insist on a basic 
commitment to bmnar}righte.-h«»ce N^ 
ria’s suspension from the duh for the past 
twoyeais. Mr Arafat maybe re^nrcdg™. 

which, on past form, he would 


The Palestinian bid for membership is 
partly based on Britain’s historic hnk_with 
Palestine -ami therefore serves as _a reminder 
why Britain should be interested m the re- 
moo. Some Commonwealth diplomats even 
ciimst that Israel migh t seek to-join m due 


♦ 


settlement in the region. 


Stephen Vines 

Hone Kong 

Pressure fa 

ssffisiiss’ssss 

colony, supporters dienew^- - 
“St arerobbingtheir hands with 

glee over the row in Lpndra. . 

& Martin Lee, the leader of the D* 
mocratic Party, to jomed cate for 
a parliamentary mquuy Krause he 

beeves it vwD reveal how Bntam mfir 

led the people of Hong Kong. Tte 
allegations of collusion and bewqj 
a! S made in anewly-pubbshjd 

book. The Last Governor; to the 
broadcaster Jonathan DunMebj, 
who secured the doseco-operadcm 

of Chris Patten, the former Gover- 
nor of Hong Kong, for an account 
of his five years in office. 

Among Mr Dimbleb/s most se- 
rious charges, evidently made onthe 
basis of information supplied by Mr 
Patten, are allegations that sem** 
Foreign Office officials colluded 

with China to rig a 1987 Hong Kong 
public consultation exercise into 
representative government. Tne.ai- 
leged aim was to show that there was 

no support for democratic govero- 
! ment, allowing ministers to wng&e 

L out of their promise to boost repre- 

► sentative government Mr Patten is 

l said to have discovered this only on 

. his departure from Hong Kong. 
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Question: 

Is the Woolwich, Halifax or Alliance & Leicester 
the best place to have your mortgage? 

Answer: 


See below. 



APR. taw* ort R*t* R«p»ym«m: 

HIRAS ha bm g h» hMlt undw cunw«t tm teglrtiUon wMcn «a^r > 


Ml Job mr. Source Monaftaett. 


The table speaks for itself. Direct Line is the place to haw your mortgage. 
A Direct Line mortgage could save you around £50* per month. 

You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home, 
i Free valuation. 

► No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees. 

» We guarantee to save wu 20 *!^ on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

• If you transfer your mortgage without moving house ~ 

Direct Line will pay your legal <«*.« VJ 

• Now vou kmnv the .rnswer. give us a call. 



DIRECT LIWl 


0181 649 9099 0161 831 9099 0141 221 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME Bam to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quMi rtf. INDI28 
CALX ANT irac H A Royal Bank of Scotland company- 

www.d5rectline.co.uk 
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NIGEL MANSELL 


What can you handle - a remote control. In an armchair seeing? Or dose control. In a Formula . 
First, doing? Words and pictures can never do Justice to the thrill of putting vour ability to the lest hi 
the most testing of machines - a single seatec So, for an experience that's even better than the real 
thing, go back to school at Brands Hatch (Kent), Ouiton Park (Cheshire) or Snetterton (Norfolk). 

CALL 0990125250 
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Elizabeth Nash 

Ermua, Basque Country 

The unprecedented tidal wave 
of grief and anger that has en- 
gulfed Spain in recent days 
roared again yesterday with the 
funeral of Miguel Angel Blan- 
co, the young local politician 
shot dead last week by ETA 
gunmen, and the rallying of 
hundreds of thousands last 
night in Madrid and Barcelona. 

The Prime Minister, Jose 
Maria Aznar, the heir to the 
throne. Prince Felipe. Cabinet 
ministers, three former prime 
ministers, military top brass 
and union leaders joined thou- 
sands in the Basque village of 
Emma for the funeral, led by 
the Bishop of BQbao. 

Special trains were laid on to 
bring people from throughout 

‘I had to come 
today. These 
assassins have 
destroyed 
everything’ 

the Basque Country to this 
hamlet so insignificant that its 
railway halt bears no name. 
Mourners gathered patiently 
in the drizzle all morning out- 
side the village church. 

. There were, perhaps, fewer 
tears than in the days since 
Miguel - as multitudes across 
the land have taken to calling 
him.- was found dying, face 
down in a wood, with two bul- 
lets in his skull on Saturday. 

His mother, sister and fi- 
ancee wept and almost col- 
lapsed as they made their way 
to the church through crowds 
which did not stop applauding. 
An elderly man in a black 
Basque beret who had put me 
off at the right station said: *T 
had to come today. I did not ac- 
company my children and 
grandchildren to Saturday's big 
demonstration in Bilbao, be- 
cause my breathing is bad.” He 
added: ‘These assassins have 
destroyed everything.” 


The Bishop of Bilbao, Ri- 
cardo Blasquez, said: ’Terror- 
ism has shown its face, cold and 
rapacious.” 

The midday start of the ser- 
vice was marked by a nation- 
wide stoppage of 10 minutes, an 
hour in. the Basque Country. 

The cast of dignitaries in- 
cluded Adolfo Suarez, Leopol- 
do Calvo Sotelo and Felipe 
Gonzalez - former prime min- 
isters who between them guid- 
ed Spain from dictatorship to 
democracy. They led the crowd 
that followed the cortege for 
two miles through the streets 
and up into the misty pine-cov- 
ered hillside, gashed by a vast 
date quarry, to the cemetery. 

Gapping and shouts of 
“Miguel si, ETA, no , " and “As- 
esinosr reverberated off the 
blocks of flats decked in black. 
Some mourners held their 
hands behind Lheir necks - in- 
dicating ETAs preferred target 
- and shouted "Here's my 
neck.” A poster hung from the 
gates of a cement works read: 
“"We are all Miguel AngeL” 

Spaniards have become used 
to ETA terrorism. Attacks on 
politicians, judges, policemen 
and ordinaiy folk in the wrong 
place have become absorbed 
into the political landscape. 
More than S00 have been killed 
since Basque separatists took up 
arms against Franco in the nrid- 
Sixties - 12 since Mr Aznar came 
to power last year. He miracu- 
lously escaped a car-bomb at- 
tack that left his armour-plated 
vehicle a smouldering heap. 

Measures to combat Basque 
terrorism have ranged from 
death-squads to attempts at di- 
alogue. The Basque country 
has, meanwhile, achieved more 
autonomy than any region in 
Europe. Nothing has had much 
effect on ETA- Immune to re- 
pression and blandishment, it 
remains intact and effective, 
conserving a hard core of sup- 
port. The pro-ETA Herri Bata- 
suna (HB) party wins up to 15 
per cent of the Basque vote. 

Now suddenly for the first 
time the accumulated pain and 
fury erupted at the weekend in 
a universal cry of "Basin ya!" - 
enough. It i$ an extraordinary 
moment. 


Chirac fails 
to quash label 
of lame duck 


Joanna Lee 

Paris 


Jacques Chirac, interviewed 
yesterday for the the first time 
since his right-wing coalition’s 
electoral defeat on 1 June, has 
failed to relieve the impression 
that he is now a lame-duck 
president. 

The television interview, 
transmitted from the Elysee 
palace, was an attempt to im- 
prove the President’s credibfl- 
itv. battered by. the Spcubrt 
electoral victory m a poll which 
Mr Chirac had called a V 691 
.-i Hier than he needed to. 

Srttf* G-flta head of state 
missed the opportunity to samp 
Es authority on ^“co^bim- 
tion" arrangement with the new 
££* Minister, as his prede- 
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President Chirac: In an 
uneasy partnership 

times irritable and defensive. 

The workings of the cohabi- 
tation also remain fairly vague. 
Although, when pushed, the 
President said he believed that 
it would work, it is unclear on 
what grounds this belief is 
based. And when he was asked 
who would take the final deci- 
sion on entry into the single cur- 
rency, he simply refused to 
answer. 

Mr Chirac clearly wishes to 
pursue the policies established 
by his government over the last 
two years. However, if Mitter- 
rand managed to retain a strong 
position during his two separate 
periods of cohabitation, be- 
tween 1986-88 and 1993-5, it 
was thanks in large part to his 
uDe and skillful han- 
dling of the situation. Mr 
Chirac’s position is a much 
weakerone: be is widely blamed 
for the electoral defeat, be is un- 
popular, and, unlike Mitter- 
fafed, he is faced with five years 

of cohabitation - the remainder 

of his political mandate. . 
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Spaniards 

pour out 

contempt 

for Eta 

murderers 



The cold-blooded violence of 
Mr Blanco's death is partly the 
reason. 

ETA seized a young coun- 
cfllor from a small working-class 
community and threatened to 
kill him within 24 hours. And 
they did. They had demanded 
the relocation of ETA prison- 
era nearer the Basque Country. 


something the government re- 
fuses to do. ETA kidnapped a 
prison officer, Jose Antonio 
Ortega Lara, IS months ago and 
kept him in an underground cell 
for the same reason. When 
Civil Guardsmen freed him a 
fortnight ago, from what is 
called in Basque zulo , which 
means “hole,” his condition - 


stooped, emaciated and barely 
conscious - shocked the nation 
and tempered the relief at his 
release. The horror of Mr Blan- 
co's death, shortly after, was loo 
much to bear. 

Government reactions have 
been cautious. They have called 
for the "isolation” of HB but 
not. so far. its banninc. Tiilks. 


however, covert and mediated, 
are unthinkable for the mo- 
ment. A military dampdown 
would he useless and counter- 
productive. But in conditions 
where all options have been 
tried and failed, a transcendent 
new factor has emerged. 
Spaniards have risen up and cast 
off their fear. 
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The coffin of Miguel Angel Blanco being carried by 
family members yesterday (left) as mourners display 
signs saying ‘No more ' Photographs: APR Reuters 
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-After years of promises to ex- 
pand eastwards, the European 
Union will tomorrow set off 
down die road to enlargement 
with the publication of propos- 
als to invite six new members. 


EU faces its greatest 
writes Sarah Helm in Brussel 





that Slovenia and Estonia 
should join Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Cyprus 
in the first wave of new mem- 
ber states. • .. 

The proposals will give ex- 
isting EU leaders a clear choice 

when they come to finalise 
the list of new countries during 
a December meeting in 
Luxembourg. . 

The proposals, entitled 
-Agenda 2000", will also set out 

plans for major reform of EU 

policies on fanning and aid for 
- MnMiftthAviRwfnr 
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Students battle police 
in the heart of Nairobi 

Thousands of Kenyan students fought riot police “J .^ e 
heart of Nairobi, defying President Darnel arap Moi a . 
wedc after foe worst political unrest in Kenya in seven 
years. Students from foe Kenya Polytechnic seized 
control of Haile Selassie Avenue, a mam road through foe- 
city, throwing stones and demanding constitutional 
reforms before a general election. Police arrived m 
minutes and fired tear-gas and rubber bullets to dnve foe 
students back into foe campus. Reuters - Nairam 

Jet traces doomed TWA 800 

Investigators of foe crash a year ago of TWA 800 off Long 
Island were due to take off from Kennedy Airport on a jet 
cfmiTar to the one that crashed, in an effort to simulate its 
last moments. The aircraft was fitted with 150 sensors and 
gauges. The focus will be conditions in a central fuel tank. 
It is agreed that the crash, in which 230 died, followed an 
explosion in the nearfy-empty tank but what caused 
vapours to ignite in foe first place remains a mystery. . 
David Usbome - New York 

Poles braced for more floods 

The Oder River receded in foe historic dty of Wroclaw. • 
but smaller communities downstream braced for a s imila r 
deluge, as Polish police put foe foe death-toll from foe ' i • r 
week-old catastrophe at 36; the floods also caused 
31 deaths in the Czech Republic. Reuters - Warsaw 
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international 


Cook rides 
Russian 

anger over 
arrests in 
Bosnia 


Rupert Cornwell 

Moscow 


A suD-smarting Russia yesterday 

warned against any repeal of lasl 
week’s British-led operation by 
Nato to arrest two alleged Bos- 
nian Serb war criminals. It de- 
nounced the action as desta- 
bilising. counter-productive, and 
outside die mandate of the in- 
terna tjonai peace-keeping force 
in the former Yugoslav republic. 

Speaking after an otherwise 
harmonious meeting with his vis- 
iting British counterpart, Robin 
Cook, the foreign minister, 
Yevgeny Primakov, left no 
doubt of Moscow’s anger at not 
being consulted over the move 
against members of a Serb com- 
munity with which it has deep 
historical and cultural ties. “We 
were not notified about the 
specifics and we weren't even no- 
tified in general that things of 
this kind could take place." 

Mr Cook, however, kept his 
promise before this first foray 
to Russia by a member of the 
new Labour government, that 
he would be “diplomatic but un- 
repentant” over the strike by 
British special forces. He was 
“unaware" of any further sealed 
indictments against suspected 
war c riminals in the British 
sector of Bosnia, but refused to 
rule out more, arrests should 
they be requested. 

He also welcomed the 20- 
year sentence handed down 
yesterday in The Hague against 
Dusan Tadk. the first Serb to be 
convicted of atrocities in the 
Bosnian war, saying it sent a 
dear message that there would 
be “no escape" from sentences 
which matched the crimes. 

Left unchecked, however, 
the argument over Bosnia - and 


certainly any moves by Nato lo 
apprehend either Radovan 
Karadzic or Ratko Mladic, au- 
thors of ethnic cleansing in the 
Muslim Republic and lop of ibe 
most-wanted list - could tor- 
pedo efforts to build closer po- 
litical and military links between 
Nato and Russia through the 
new Joint Council, whose first 
ministerial session is scheduled 
for New York this September. 

Russian politicians see the 
body as a symbol of defeat for 
Moscow in its attempt to block 
Nato's recent expansion. But 
Britain wants to use it to knit the 
Russian military more closely 
into future peace-keeping mis- 
sions, to monitor progress by 

Russia rn t-lfm mating tnr-firrr I n^»- 

dear weapons, and to keep 
tabs on technology shipments by 
_ Moscow to countries like Iran 
which might violate existing 
arms proliferation agreements. 

Mr Primakov also signalled 
displeasuredveranyeffint to in- 
clude the three former Soviet 
Baltic republics of Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia in Nato’s next 
round of expansion, which could 
take place in two years. 

‘ Here, Mr Cook was more ac- 
commodating of Moscow’s fear 
that the United States, pressed 
by vociferous ethnic Baltic 
groups, might be edging towards 
just such a decision - which 
would bring the alliance with- 
in a few miles of St Petersburg. 
Russia’s second dty. 

Ruling out any question of a 
Russian veto over new mem- 
bers, Mr Cook stressed that fur- 
ther enlargement was “some 
way down the track", and that 
this month's deal to admit 
Poland, Hungary and the Czech 
Republic was a mouthful Nato 
would need some time to digest 



Write off: An International Police Task Force officer inspecting a vehicle damaged in the blast on Sunday in Zvontik, Bosnia, near the Serbian border Photograph: Emil Vas/Reirters 

Bomb blast raises fear of reprisals 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

Bosnian Serb anger at actions 
by the international stabilisation 
force (S-For) in Bosnia against 
war crimes suspects erupted 
on Sunday night when a bomb 
blast destroyed a vehicle be- 
longing to the Organisation on 
Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE) monitoring 
mission in Zvonrik. 

The bomb blew windows out 
of the bunding housing three in- 
ternational organisations, de- 
stroyed one OSCE vehicle and 
damaged another. But S-For 


sources said they thought it 
was an “isolated incident". 

Zvoraik, is on the other side 
of Bosnia from Prijedor, where 
British SAS troops kfiledanm- 
dicted war crimes suspect - 
former police chief Simo Dii- 
jaca - on Thursday. Another 
suspect, Milan Kovacevic, want- 
ed lor atrocities at the Omars- 
ka concentration camp, was 
taken alive, and is now in The 
Hague awaiting trial at the in- 
ternational war crimes tribunal 

“■We do not see a widespread, 
orchestrated security problem. 
We see isolated incidents," said 
Duncan Bultivant, spokesman for 


Carlos Westendorp. the High 
Representative to Bosnia. Until 
Sunday night, the Bosnian Serbs 
were restrained in their reaction 
to S-Rir's first seizure of war 
crimes suspects. And although 
Bosnian Serb leaders, including 
the elected president, Bfljana 
Plavsic condemned the arrests, 
they, too, appealed for calm. 

Drljaca was buried on Sun- 
day, and the emotion generat- 
ed may have triggered the bomb 
attack. But yesterday the situ- 
ation in the area where Drlja- 
ca was lolled, while still tense, 
was sufficiently cairn for British 
troops deployed for his funer- 


al lo be withdrawn. Ms Plavsic, 
who was elected last September, 
has come under increasing crit- 
icism from opponents in the 
Bosnian Serb republic. Yester- 
day she rejected attempts by na- 
tionalist rival, Momcilo 
Krajisnik, lo step down. She said 
she would continue her crusade 
against corruption and to “es- 
tablish a state ruled by law" 
The OSCE supervised the elec- 
tions and may have been an ap- 
propriate. as well as soft target 
for Ms Plavsic's opponents. 

Until Thursday, S-For had 
avoided seizing war crimes sus- 
pects for fear of provoking 


armed resistance from the lo- 
cal parties. Bui the presence of 
wanted war criminals has 
threatened the elected author- 
ities. Although the move to go 
and seize two war crimes sus- 
pects was risky. S-For sources 
yesterday stood by their actions. 

“These were very obvious 
individuals. They were rela- 
tively easy to get." said a diplo- 
matic source. "The question 
now is do you go in and gel the 
rest or let' them sweat?" 

S-For believes the swoop on 
Thursday was worth the risk, 
even though it has alerted the bl 
publicly indicted war crimes sus- 


pects still at large, and also about 
six who are subject u> "sealed in- 
dictments". The big fish - 
Radovan Karadzic and Rntko 
Mladic - arc now being doubly 
cautious. Karadzic is believed lo 
be at home, near Pale, in the 
French sector. Mladic is report- 
ed lo have taken a holiday in 
Montenegro, but may now be in 
the Bosnian Serb Army head- 
quarters at Han Pjesac. 

An attack on either of these 
places would require massive 
military force and possibly start 
an all-out war between S-For 
and Lhe Bosnian Serbs, which 
everyone is desperate lo avoid. 
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obituaries / gazette 


Alexandra Danilova 


The Russian ballet of the Twen- 
ties and Thirties produced sane 
legendary dancers and one of 
tbe most remarkable was 
Alexandra Danilova. A per- 
former of charisma and exu- 
berant charm, gifted with an 
extensive range* die dominated 
the scene creating many roles 
in the ballets of Leonide Mas- 


whereripon she dieted and 
thereafter kept her figure in per- 
fect trim, ft was said she had the 
most beautiful legs in the world 
and is reputed to have insured 
them for £200,000. 

Her chance came when \fera 
Nemdrinova left the company 


sine and Georee Balanchine. % 
elea 


to appear in a revue. Danilova 
took over 


her charm, elegance and gen- 
erous nature, she captivated au- 
diences and friends around the 
world. 

Bom in 1904 at Peterhof, of 
military stock, she was or- 
phaned early and brought up by 
relatives who became aware of 
her natural aptitude for dance. 
She was trained in the Imperi- 
al Theatre School Fetrograd (St 
Petersburg), where her princi- 
pal teacher was Eliza beta 
Gerdt. 

During her childhood train- 
ing, she had the benefit of 
watching the Maryinsky bal- 
lerinas Mathilda Kschessinska, 
Olga Preobrajenska, Anna 
Pavlova and the renowned 
Olga Spessivtseva perform. She 
remembered vividly Kschessin- 
ska and Pierre Vladimiroff in 
The Talisman , all of which 
deeply influenced her future 
outlook. 

She graduated in 1921 and 


ook over her roles with great 
distinction^ She danced with 
Serge Lifer, Anton Dolin and 
Leon Wocakovsky in Fokine’s 
Cleopatra, Carnival and Fttr- 
uschka and worked with 
Ldonide Massine on the ballet 
ZfyhircaFbre (to the music of 
Dukelsfcy) with decor and cosh 
tumes by Braque. 

During her five years with the 
Diaghilev Ballet, she estab- 
lished herself as aprima balle- 


rina, creating many roles, the 
>ru' ' 


joined the Opera-Ballet at the 
Maryinsky Theatre, where she 


received 'eacourasane words 


Duraang wc 
from Mikhail Fokme. In her 
second year she was da n ci n g so- 
los and duets and her first lead- 
ing role was The Firebird 
choreographed by Fyodor 
Lopokov. 

With George Balanchine, 
Tamara Geva and a snail group 
of dancers and singers, she left 
Leningrad (as Fetrograd had 
become) in 1924 to tour Euro- 
pean spas in the course of 
which she performed at the Em- 
pire Theatre. London. 

After the conclusion of the 
tour, the group went to Paris in 
search of further engagements. 
At the house of Misia Sert, 
Diaghilev’s patroness, she, 
Balanchine and Nicholas Efi- 
moff met the great impresario, 
who was always searching for 
replacements. 

After auditioning for Di- 
aghilev they were accepted into 
his company, where at first 
they were coolly received. At 
that time, at the age of 20, 
Danilova was a little plump 
and Diaghilev complained. 


most outstan ding or which were 
the Can-Can dancer in La Bou- 
tique Fantasque (Rossini), the 
Masked Lady in Le BaltRicd), 

the Fairy Queen in The Triumph 
of Neptune (Lord Berners), 
Terpsichore in Apollon 
Musagite (Stravinsky) and in 
Swan Lake Act 2 ana Aurora's 
Redding flthaikovsky). 

After the death of Diaghilev 
in 1929, there followed a peri- 
od of insecurity but by 1931 she 
was enjoying a long ran in 
Waltzes from Vienna at the 
Alhambra Theatre, London. 
During this time she parted 
from Balanchine and married 
Giuseppe Massera, an Italian 
engineer. They were scarcely 
ever together and five years lat- 
er she was widowed. 

At the end of the run of 
Waltzes from Vienna, she stud- 
ied with Nicolai Legat in Lon- 
don and was much refreshed by 
his classes. She then sought 
entry into the de Baal Compa- 
ny but at first the Colonel 
would only offer her a job with- 
out pay. By comparison with the 
immaculate manners of Di- 
aghilev, she found de Basil 
somewhat uncouth; however, 
she eventually settled for £40 
a week and became a great as- 
set. Massine liked her and cre- 
ated many parts for her. often 
dancing with her himself. -It 
became a highly professional 
partnership. 

Among numerous ballets 
created by Massine, she danced 
in /fas d'ader (Nabokov), Les 
Matdots (Auric) and Contes 
Russes (Liadov) but the two 
roles that established her su- 
premacy were the Can-Can 


dancer in La Boutique Fantas- 
uque and the Street Dancer in 
Le Beau Danube. 

Danilova tells is her autobi- 
ography, Choura. Of visits to her 
favourite London restaurant, 
the Himgaria, where, whenev- 
er she entered, the orchestra 
struck up the waltz from Le 
Beau Danube in her honour. 
One night Prince Edward of 
Whies asked her to dance with 
him and in a state of nerves, she 
confesses, she found herself on 
the wrong foot Possibly the only 
time in her life she put a foot 
wrong. 

In 1934 she took a break 
from de Basil to reappear in 
the New York production of 
Waltzes from Vienna, now re- 
named The Great Wilts. It did 
not repeat its London success 
and she soon found herself 
back with the Ballet Russe but 
by this time de Basil had part- 
ed company with his co-partner, 
Ren6 Blum, and it was with the 
Blum ensemble that she re- 
turned to Monte Carlo. 

This brought her the inter- 
esting experience of working 
with Bronislava Nijinska and she 
extended her repertoire by 
dancing in Nijin&lca’s ballets 
Les Biches (Poulenc). Bolero 
(Ravel), Pictures at an Exhibi- 
tion (Mussorgsky) and Les No- 
ces (Stravinsky). 

During this period when 
companies were continually re- 


tremety useful in being aide to 
piece together ballets from the 
old repertoire. When her re- 
tentive memory failed, she 
could always embroider the 
blank patches with her own in- 
vention. Tbgetbex they repro- 
duced Paquha in which she 
danced with Oleg Uipino. 

The company enjoyed ex- 
tensive tours m the South 
Americas, which opened up 
new contracts. During one of 
these toms, Danilova married 
again, Kazimir Koine, a Yu- 
goslavian dancer from the 
corps de ballet but, not long 
after the marriage, he was- 
called up by the US Army. 
Three years later the marriage 
was dissolved. 

With the end of the war, sev- 
eral stars left the Denham com- 
pany to join Lada Chase’s 
American BaHet Theatre, whilst 
others left to go with Balan- . 
chine, who was setting up his 


va departed to Dallas, Tfexas, to 
teach. 

After two happy years in 
Ifexas, Danilova returned to 
the ballet scene in New York 
and in 1954 with FranJdin and 
two other dancers formed a 


New York City BaDet under the 
of Lincoln 


auspices of Lincoln Khste in. 
Consequently, the quality of the 
Ballet Russe began to decline 


lerseff bade in the de Basil en- 
semble, but in 1938. when the 
company split once more, she 
(eft oeBasu far the last time and 
returned to Massine’s Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo. 

She valued his choreograph- 

hegave her. She^am^^Cqp- 
p&ia (Delibes), which was one 
of her greatest successes, and 
enjoyed immensely Gate POrisi- 
enne (Offenbach) in which she 
was partnered by Frederick 

F ranklin. 

Caught in Paris at the out- 
break of the Second World 
War, with other Russians 
Danilova made her way to New 
York. There Massine re-formed 
his company under the man- 
agement of Serge Denham. 
Once again Balanchine came 
into her life, tnaldng several bal- 
lets in which she starred: Night 
Shadow (Rieti), Danses Con- 
cert antes (Stravinsky) and 
Mazartiana (Chopin). . ; . 

Balanchine found her ex- 


but Danilova stayed loyal to the 
company. However, she did 
take long periods of leave to 
make guest appearances 
abroad. 

Ballet audiences in Europe 
were eager to see one of their 
favourite ballerinas again and 
Danilova's name always en- 
sured a fiill bouse. In 1949 
with Frederick. Franklin rite 
made guest appearances at 
Covent Garden with the Royal 
Ballet and in 1951 with Festival 
Ballet at the Stoll Theatre. 

Later that year, she finally left 
the Denham company when 
the curtain was lowered in the 
middle of a performance of 
Gaitd Parisienne. The perfor- 
mance was running late and, to 
avoid a dispute with the Union 
of Theatre-workere, the man- 
agement took this drastic action 
leaving the ballet unfinished. 
Such a happening was unac- 
ceptable to Danflova. 

In 1952 Frederick Franklin 

and Mia Slavenska formed then- 
own company with a group of 
21 dancers. Danilova joined 
them as co-star. The. reper- 
toire was mainly excerpts from 
popular ballets and some nov- 
elties, such as Mademoiselle 
Ftfi choreographed by Zachary 
Solov. The company carried 
out an extensive tour to the 
Philippines and Japan but with- 
in a year' it folded and Danflo- 


: from the dashes. 

Balanchine 

Mozamtuta for four and a 
Dutch choreographer, Job 
Saunders, made a ballet tolfau- 
r6’s DoSy Suite. The company 
was taken up by Sol Hnrok and . 
toured the US, Canada, South 
Africa, Hawaii, the Philippines 
and Japan. • 

In 1957 Asami Maki, who 
had been her pupil in Dallas and 
now was director of a Tbkyo- 
based company, invited Danilo- 
va to stage CoppfBa, Swan Lake 
and Paqiuta. ... 

For her farewell in Tbkyo 
Danilova danced Raymouda. 
“At the fall of the curtain, there 
were flowers, confetti and 
tears.” But her final exit from 
die ballet was in the same year 
at a Gala in her honour at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, 
New York. 

Even in retirement she could 
not keep her feet off the stage 
for long and in 1958 rite was m 
a musical called Oh Captain. 
During the run she took up 
fa-aehmg flgajn at CW ftegje Hall 
studios. After some months 
she received an offer to chore- 


jioconda at the Metropolitan 
Opera House. It was so suc- 
cessful that othor offers 
followed. 

■ She choreographed 7feG^p- 
ay Baron, Boris Godunov, La 
Pmchole and Adriana Be- 
coutreur. After two happy sea- 
sons at the Metropolitan, she 
was replaced without warning. 
It was a hurtful shock bnt . 
Danilova was used to hard 
knocks and very soon she set out 
on a lecture-tour arranged by 
Colombia Artists Agency. 

After this she receded fora 
short time into the shadows 
but a chance encounter with 
Balanchine in the street led to 
a long collaboration with her 
old cqUeague. During the long 
years ahead af the School of 
American Ballet, she staged 
excerpts from . Le. Pavuton 
d'Armide, Sleeping Beauty, Swan 
Lake , Raymonda and other 
works. 

- Shealso gave Svmmet^em- 
mars at Itigiana UjBYeriqty. . 

. *. 4 •*. ■ ? ’• 



B patenting 


Mow 1 put tag dancing first - 1 Knar the prion* John Gregory Coflection / Phomeaph; MauAse Seymour 


With die School of American 
Ballet she became the most 
loved and revered of all the 
teachers. '* 

In 1976 she appeared in the 
film The Turning Point. When 
she sew the finished product, 
she could not recognise herself 
and came to the conclusion 
that she was not destined for a 
Hollywood career. 



Bajanchroe died m 1983 Six? feh‘ 


that she had lived too long 
She had had a full life; proba- 
bly one of the busiest and most 
' tr of any ballerinas in the 
r of ballet. In herautobi- 
r she summed up her fife 
in these words: 

T pot mydandng first. I sac- 
rificed marriage, children and 
my country tube abahermaand 
there was newer any misunder- 
standing - 1 knew the price.” 

John Gregory 


Alexandra Dionysievna Danito- 
hz. dancer and teacher bom Pe- 
terhof, Russia 20 November 
1904: Diaghilev Company 1925 - 
29; Prana Ballerina, BaDet Russe 
de Monte Carlo 1 938-58; married 
1931 Giuseppe Massera (died 
1936), 1941 Kazimir KcJdc (mar- 
riage dissolved 1949); died New 
York 13 July 1997. 


-'1 


• John Gregory died 27 October 
1996. 


■it.. 





GerainTSlorris 


of* v- - <* 


A producer of classic series 
such zs Softly Softly: Task Force 
and The Onedin Line, and re- 


Monts: programme* of popular appeal photograph; Western Mad 


sponsible for launching the 
long-running Casualty, Geraint 
Morris switched from a distin- 
guished career at the BBC to 
oversee HTVs drama output 
during his last few years; 
there he provided the ITV net- 
work with a similar audience- 
puller in the detective series 
Wycliffe and the Welsh Fourth 
Channel, S4C, with distin- 
guished dramas. 

A humorous Welshman who 
held on to his roots in Wales 
and the west, Morris joined 
BBC Stales in 1963 after grad- 
uating from the University 
College of North Wales in Ban- 
gor. As well as working on 
Welsh- language programmes 
such as YstafeU Ddirgel and 
Lleiftor, be was involved in the 
production of programmes 


screened nationwide on the 
BBC such as Gwyn Thomas and 
Selected Exits, starring Antho- 
ny Hopkins. : • 

Then, as a director, he 
woifcedon Softly Softly, Barlow 
at Large and Sutherland’s Law 
between 1971 and 1973, before 
t a kin g over as producer of Soft- 
ly Softly: Task Force (1973-76), 
during its final three series. 

The original series, Softly 
Softly, starring Stratford Johns 
and Frank Windsor as Det Cb 
Supt Charlie Barlow and Det 
Ch Insp John ^htt, was a spin- 
off from Z Cars, the gritty pro- 
gramme that changed the linage 
of the police on British televi- 
sion. Softly Softly was based in 
the Bristol area and followed 
the exploits of a regional crime 
squad. 

Morris next produced and di- 
rected The Onedin Line (1976- 
80), following in the footsteps 


of Peter Graham Scott and Pe- 


ter CregeenTbe drama, which 
Barm 


1971 and was filmed 
louth, told the story erf 
a 19th-century Liverpool ship- 
ping family and starred Peter 
Gilmore as James Onedin. Its 
combination of period cos- 
tumes and setting&and board- 
room-to-be droom storylines. 


became essential Sunday-night 
rare the 


viewing for millions during i 
Seventies. 


Morris subsequently pro- 
duced King’s Royal (starring 
Tom Bell as head of a whisky- 
blending family, 1982), Juliet 
Bravo (featuring Anna Carteret 
as Inspector Kate Longton, 
1983-85, after earlier serieshad 
starred Stephanie Turner as 
Inspector Jean Darblay) and 
Collectors (1986). 

He stuck with his formula far 
producing programmes of pop- 
ular appeal by launching Casu- 


alty in 1986. It came about 
when Michael Grade, then con- 
troller of BBCL so ught id ea s for 
a hospital drama series. 

Its creators, Jeremy Brock - 
whohad worked with Morris on 
JuEet Bravo -andPval Unwin, 
conceived Casuaky as a gritty, 
realistic series witii several dif- 
ferent storylines running 
through each episode. Morris 
joined the pair m researching, 
the- realities of life m Bristol . 
Royal Infirmary. The screen 
hospital became the fictional 
Holby General. - 

The plots were to be more 
important than the characters 
and Casualty gained notoriety 
•— a n d criticism from Conserv- „■ 
ative MPS - for dealingwith is- " 
sues such as Aids, terrorist 
bo mb ings and race riots. . 

However, the main charac- 
ters were well drawn and 
popular with viewers: the 


charge nurse and union repre- 
sentative Charlie Fairbead, the 
motherly female muse Megan 
Roach, the senior nurse, Duffy, 
and a whole team of doctors, 
paramedics, managers, recep- 
tionists and porters. The pro- 
gramme was an instant hit, 
attracting 10 million viewers in 
its second year, and Morris di- 
rected the first three series 


West of England's drama out- 
put, which had in the Seventies 
and Eighties been notable for 
its adveature series and mioi- 


senes. 


He left the BBC fa produce 
rm hard-hitting police drama 
series The BiU (1988-89) but re- 
turned to die Corporation to re- 
vamp Casualty, making a 
further two series (1990-92). 

In 1994, after making a new 
production of Selected Exits , 
he became senior drama con- 
sultant to HTV and producer of 
its new detective series, Wycliffe, 
starring Jack Shepherd and 
filmed in Cornwall. He helped 
to revitalise the Whies and 


Last year, Morris was ap- 
pointed HTV’s head of drama 
and Wycliffe is still running.Tlis 
potable HTV Welsh-language 
productions for S4C, as execu- 
tive producer, included the 
award-winning television film 
Yn GymysgOU if Qyd (AU Mixed 
Up, 1995), which depicted a 
schizophrenic's struggle to copft 
with fife, and Pam Ft Duw? 
(Why Me, God, 1996), a series : 
set in a comprehensive school 
in South Whies. . 
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Anthony Hayuard 


Geraint Morris, television pro- 
ducer and director bom Meritor 
Tydfil 28 March 1941; maniefc 
(two sons); died Chepstow^ 
Gwent 12 July 1997. ^ 
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BIRTHS 

ELUSON-SMITB: Marline and Sm- 
ut arc delighted la announce the ar- 
rival of Tristan Meander on 1 1 July, 
a little brother for Benedict. Gabriel 
and Gcncvi&vc. 


DEATHS 

DOLMETSCH: Dr Carl Frederick 
Vkrhacuxh CUE Hon DLitt FTCL. 
PCaccfoIh ua il Jutv in Hasiemere. 

dcariv hudraaj or Giro, tuber 

of Franpns. Jeanne, Manucrite and 
the Uirc Richard, grandfather and 
greal-eumlTather. Funeral service 
on Thursday 17 July at Si 
Barthokioew's Church. Kaaletnere. 
at Ih.JOam. Downs or donations 
iRSPBIcoGM-Luff* Partners. 84 
Lion Lane. Hadcmens, Surrey GIJ27 
1JH.Q142S64M24. 

LESTER: fVacefuBy on V jtilr t*W7 in 
hospital, Julia Marie, aged JO years. 
Bcknvd hilc of Andv, dcartj' Iwcd 
dauphtaotJohn. the later Bt rial a. and 
m Diane and Jim. Much inved sister 
to Neil and Nila. Rim and Chris. De- 
vrwed a untie to Beck}'. Nicholas and 
Natalie. Service at St Andrew's 
Church. Kioson, on Uttinusday 16 
July at 130pm, foflwvdfycrmaikni 
u> Bwunieinoath Crematorium at 
33Upm. Family fkwers inly please, 
iketaiiom to the Royal Bournemouth 
Hospital Bnrast Can; Fund may be 
sent c a Gcoip.* Scott Funeral D»- 
nxtorv. I3/|? Somerset Road. 
Bincwhbc BH7 UH 101202 39SS37]. 

SHAW: Patrick, died 27 June, ar byroc. 
uped 2S. Beloved and devoted son. 
farther. Inter and frioxl: a remark- 
able person those life wa.spvcnen- 
fjffh- hi those he eared for. Senior 
to be held atthc "fco^A: CbuniU EC4, 
at^topmou Wfdnesday 16 July: bur- 
ial at Higbpalc Cemetery at 4J0pm. 
Hoaen ftt 16 G runway, SU'V; pfcase 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


calf U w it O B £ Sorts oa 0171-3S7 
6075 with further enquiries. 

WILES: Peter John de Is Fosse. Died 
ii July 1997. peacefully at borne. 
Bekwed husband of Carofm. Emer- 
itus Professor of SovietoWtcal Stud- 
ies. London School of Economics 
1965-85. Professor. Brandeis Uni- 
tvrutv, Matfacinnetts 1960-63. Vjs- 
itmx ft\jfe4sctr. Columbia University. 
New tint I95&. Fellow, New College. 
Oxford. 1948-60. Mo fkaeeis picaoe. 
Gifts to AIzbemHrr's Society, 

YORKE: David John Napier Edward, 
on 12 July 1997, devoted and adored 
husband of ihe late Anne, aad June; 
bvtd and loving fatbre of Chaxies ad 
James, and grandfather of PhSip and 
Henry. Family ftonen only- twt do- 
naacns,ifwisfaed,<oSi Barnabas Hofr- 
p*cc, Columbia Drive, Worthing. 
West Sussex. Funeral arrangements 
to be announced bur. 


Announcements for Guettc BQdTHS. 
MABRLACES & DEATHS IBirtbs, 
Adopdoiu, MarrfaqCM,Deailis.M<tn«>- 
rial services f^ddhttanatrenaries: Id 
McmwUml should be sent la writing 
to the GmtfrEdfcM; Tbelndcpendcst. 
1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf. Lob- 
doi Eft SDL, (riepbooed to 0171-293 
201 1 Of Hoed to 0171-W3 »1«. and are 
charged at S&59 a li at iVtf «nl 
OTHER Gazette nuMneOMats uast 
be subtotoed in mrUtafaadmdutted 
at nO a Use, VAT esin. Plane fndadr 
a daythac telephone oataba: 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 


U« Om ml TSt IMm <4 Mtatan* pw a Oa- 
itnhiif>ni Dwiatwraux uran ><i ibe «■ 
Inbqi 111 U*tT iR'kkP AoSllBC .Vwcn.lV. TV 
llute U rainriiti. FaHiai Itme. It* IWr ■< 

LAuKuth - tovJ. Wnfch a tatt at ik tb^al V 
IM’/Uectar. Wt «UL I «&• 5 * 1 . md iKNt 
i'> i ,nip l|.«t iTfc Limn* it the laiM ani 
Wi» tifclei l>«aer ai Si Jaan* Pda.r. Iht 

an. oibiklv ihc butA iS th«i nanjecny L.np- 
i iu l mwiwin InrUoKU at VhacftM Rare. 

L.nJmisn |. Film Umin,hinia.ijtn the Salat 
jI IV n,Ajl l.u<tinau LMl.Ciail.Lxolna'i*' 
nr htam ItiVeaL 

AU-QSIhci. Hjti ,.»AVi-. llortnNjR.'1«.B8»- 
luUmiFU 1 VnallnL UkmiWi. 

ntSo-a. Semt - (Hl .Vernwl 
tv.,iki,n.i at*i RUKila ■■!*» IBM- 


nrgip-n i Sr» ILtf*k!n Qrat. 

IlMikaU rthm«MODWfcKQ»«*PBaifc=i.lhe 
Bwuli Un^ruin notV-rcsut Traa. itfc&b me An- 
nual Diim l.n -Dtr lw«S «l ttr » 

wp a ibe Hi* 4, tlincan. Lob) HI- Sir 
B rtw ec hMiitu teiwltaJJL'wtaiC* 
it hqW iVfnO'U iuntefta fttohinpi 
TV P*V rffoL t ax-UanaHB. the ftu rtOtf 
utHik Haul aoi«hiVNMrir.»Bmi<!cB5CT. 
n'liriibil-alivVI. nhuii.tlnatoaiitt 
Si KMbctiDr a Hmt OmueJ Rrad. ^»nU*r. 
OdiinhiBC. 


Changing of the Guard 

IV II-aMI C«jIr Umkd Rrpsxat own 

arlXtrt'ililcriMiljtlhoiB iuh UjB 10 
Ibubii XmKiotb HiUnn«uU C* Omi 
tuo< jrMMuntK )! J'AtalK-nhl 
h iIk ii-Jmun LaujfiS^ 


Birthdays 

The Sultan of Brand. 51; Professor 
Sir James BdL economist. 64; Dr Jo- 
celyn Befl Barnett, astronomer, 54; 
Sir Harrison Batwistfc. composer. 63; 
Mr Julian Bream, guitarist, 64; Mr 
Geoffrey Burgoo, composer, 56; 
Lard Buxton of Aba. farmer chair- 
man. Anglia Television, 79; Miss 
Carmen CalKI. founder. Virago Press, 
59: Mr Robert Conquest, author, 80; 
Professor Sir David Cos, former 
Warden of Nuffield College, Otford, 
73: Mr John Denham MP, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary. Social Security, 
44; Sir Alexander Dune, a former 
vtce-ptsideirtafibcAA,82;SirMab 
colm Edge, former Deputy Master 
and Chairman. Board of Utility 
House. 66; Air Marshal ibe Rev Su 
Paterson Fraser. 90; Sir Simon 
Gouriay. former President, Nation- 
al Farmers' Union. 63; Sir John 
Graham, former diplomat. 71; Sir 
Ronald HadEcldL former dnefooo- 
stable. Ufcsi Midlands, 58; Mr Ralph 
Hammond Inaes, oevdist. 34; Mr 
Uevur Horn, songwriter. 48; Miss 
Aim Jellkoe. playwright and theatre 
direaor. 70: Mr Charles; Kelly, for- 
mer Chief Constable. Staffordshire, 
67; Sir Lam Laznh. former Editor, 
Daih Express. ti& Mr Henry Mc- 
Cubbin MEP, 55: Dame Iris Mur- 
doch. novelist and philosopher. 78; 
Mrs Juliet Panpett, portrait painter, 
S& M» Marion Roc MR 61; Miss 
Linda RoustadL singer, 51; Rfr Ron 
Smith, trade-uniooist, 82; Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Rnthven Vthdc, 77; pn> 
tas*» Loid Winston, obstetrician and 
gynaccolqpsL 57. 


writer. 1976; Margaret Maty Lode- 
wood, actress, 1990. On this day: 
Jerusalem was captured by the Cru- 
saders, 1099; the Royal Sotiety was 
granted a royal charter, 1662; the 
“Marseillaise" was adopted as the 
Frew* National Anthem. 1795; mar- 
garine was patented, 1869; Alcoholics 
Anonymous was founded In Britain, 
1948; dose-up pictures of Mars were 
transmitted by television from the US 
Mariner /^satellite, 1965. Tfafar is (be 
Feast Day of St Athanasius ofNapfes. 
Sc Bartadbesaba, St Bonavenbnr, St 
David of Mimkrcrp, St Dcmald. St 
Edfthof Rsteswonh, SiPcoqjilio Pir- 
rotti, & Swithin and Sr Vladimir of 
Kev. 


Lectures 


Victoria & Albert Mnsewn: Deirdre 
Robson. “Design in America in the 
1930s", 230pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Anne 
Thackray, “Aletheia, Countess of 
Arundel", 1.10pm. 

Institute of Economic Affairs, 2 
Lord North St, London SWL Pro- 
fessor Itter Boetlke.' “Transitimis to 
the Market Place: loo important to 
be left to the maricel?", 630pm- 


Dinners 


Anniversaries 


Births: Inigo Jones, architect, 1573; 
mhnuHh Hannesszoon van Mu, 


Re: 


painter. 1606; Sir Henry Cole, 
founder ctf the South Kensington Mu- 
seam, 1808; Henry Edwaxd Manning, 
Cardinal Archbishop of ^ Westminster. 
JS08. Deaths: WHliam Thomas Mor- 
ion. dentist, introducer of ether ns a 
general anaesthetic. I86& Anew 
Pavlovich Chekhov, playwri^u and 
author. 1904; Paul William Gaflico, 


Foondation for Sdeoce and 
Tedmologf 

Lord Jenkh) of P riding , Chairman. 
Foundation Cm Science and Tech- 
nology, was m the chair at a lecture 
and dare daemon held at the ftry- 
al Society laan^ht Mr Nigd Crouch, 
Pro fe s s or Ra nk B l add er, Mr Graham 
Smart nod Dr Andrew Rickman 
: on “Innovation - The Stale of 
Nation. What are we really 
adhering?" Ottos present included: 
Lorf ud Lady Bmarwonb; Und Drios- 
Santh; Baroness KUob; Saruoea Hogg; 
Lad Petty of Wsteaa: Lonl Qoiifc; ihc Eari 
at Sdbtm; Lord ‘Dylar <4 Grytc; Sir WU. 
ler Bodmer, Sir DandCookuy: Sr Rohta J». 
cab: 9r Asm and Lady (Oas So Hugh 
Laddc Sir Bdm Nrifl; So NevOe Purris Sir 
Odin Spcdtog: Mr ’bo DalycS MP: Ms 
Chojl Gfflan MPiDr Phyto Sfarfeey MI^ Dr 
D. Ecass Dr Bruce Smith; Dr Fksm Sttcle. 


No powers to give cash to asylum seekers 


Region r Secretary of State tor 
Health, ex parte London Borongfc 
of Hammersmith & F niham and 
ors; Qneco’s Bench Dhishm 
Crown Office List (Mr Justice 
Laws) 9 July 1997 


LAW REPORT 


15 July 1997 


A local authority which pro- 
vided accommodation under 
section 21(l)(a) of the Nation- 
al Assistance Act 1948 for asy- 
lum seekers who had no right 
to other state benefits because 
they had not daimed asyJam at 
the port of entry on arrival had 
no power under that section to 
make cash pay me nt s to the asy- 
linn seekers for the purchase of 
necess ar y requis ite s. 

The application by the Lon- 
don Borough of Hammersmith 
& F ulham and three individual 

asylum seekers for judicial re- 
view of the decision of the Sec- 
retary of State for Health that 
there was no provision for lo- 
cal authorities to give cash 
payments to asylum sedoeis was 
refused 

Nigd Fleming QCmdStevmKowts 
Clriosury Solicitor) for the Secretory 
of State; Patrick Ettas QC and Nigd 
Giffin (Legal Services Dv/ison) for 
Hammersmith & Fulham: Stephen 
Krtafler(Hanaiursnbh Law Centre ) 
for K; Stephen Knafler (Hackney 
Law Centre) for A and it 


had held that certain asylum 
seekers, whose claims were 
made not at the port of entry 
upon arrival but later, could . 
take advantage of the duty 
imposed upon local authorities 
by section 21(1 )(a) of the 
1948 Act to make arrange- 
ments for providing residential 
accommodation. 

Under the Asylum and Im- 
migration Act 1996 such per- 
sons had no right fa cash state 
benefits such as income sqpport 
or bousing benefit, nor any 
rights under the homeless per- 
sons legislation- Having no 
such rights, and lacking any re- 
sources of their own in this 
co unify, those persons would 
be destitute but for recourse to 
section 21. 

Facilities of ihe type provided 


: kinds of persons tradition- 
ally thought of as needidg help 
under the provisions of Part III 
of the 1948 Act, such as the el- 
derly or those with mental 
health problems, were not at all 


salable for the accommodation 


Mr Justice Laws said that ihe 
applications concerned the true 
construction of section 21(1) of 
the National Assistance Act 
1948. In R v Westminster City 
Council and ors. exp A and ors 
(Law Report. 26 February 
1997) the Court of Appeal 


— — — 

of asylum seekers. In conse- 
quence the authority had had 
recourse to the provision of bed 
and breakfast accommodation. 
That provision, however, did 

not secure to the asylum seek- 
ers “board and other services, 
amenities and requisites 71 un- 
dersection 21(5), in particular 
meals other than breakfast 
and other necessary incidents 


of everyday life such as toi- 
letries. Hammersmith & Ful- 
ham said that to provide such 
things in kind would entail 
veiy great inconvenience, in- 
efficiency and expense. Instp^rj 
they had made cash payments, 
requiring the asylum seekers to 
use the money for the purchase 
of necessary requisites. 

The decision of the Court of 
Appeal had generally imposed 
heavy financial burdens upon 
local authorities having to pro- 
vide assistance to asylum 
seekers under section 21. In 
consequence Parliament had 
approved a special grant report 
providing for Asylum Seek- 
ers’ Accommodation Special 
Grant to be paid to local 
authorities. 

Under that measure, grant 

was geared to the laying out by 
authorities of “relevant ex- 
penditure”, which meant “ex- 
penditure lawfully incurred by 
an authority in connection with 
providing accommodation un- 
der section 21 . . . f or any asy- 
l nm s eeker. . . who would not 
have been provided with that 
accommodation but for the 
derision of the High Court” In 
Circular LAC(97)6 para 15 
the Secretary of State stipulated 

that “expenditure vrin not be te- 

garded as relevant expendi- 
ture if it relates fa ... ( c ) any 

provision of payments to 

nwroduai afylura seekers for 
which there is no provision in 


section 21 of the National' 

Assistance Act ” 

The sole issue for detenrii? 
nation was whether the con- 
struction of section 21 offered., 
in para 15(c) of the Cfccular Was ' 
correct; whether the making tif ? 
cash payments, as was done by 7 
Hammersmith & Ful ham, was j 
outwith the contemplation Of ’ 
the section. f ' ■ 

Die statute did ootauthodiser. 


for providing’' me^ht 
jeofai 


that the outcome 

arrangements was that ttSfe 


— ics, anouio, m COQSC-. 

quence of them, directly receras 
in kind the forms of provfewnl 
contemplated by the statute;- 
and nothincr , j. 



necessities lett them to. 
make the arrangements to get 

what they nee< jed. 

The use of the tend' 
“arrangements” in sections 
2J0X4). 24(4) and 26(1) of 
the Act supported that con- 
clusion. The premise of allxtf 
them was that the arrangp- 
menis made by the authority 
should oonsist of practical mea- 
sures whereby the authority 
fixed the means by which the: 
provision was to be directly deF 
fivered. The making, of e«h 
payments, accompanied 
whatever insistence t 

used only for the 

purpose, contradicted * 
premise and lay outside; 
statutory purpose ' 
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Sec and smoking - time to rewrite the script 


"X Tbu're 16, you may or may not be 
Y beautiful - or have lips like straw- 
J- beny wine -but, male or female, 
the one thing you are likely to be is con- 
fused about what society expects you to 
say, do or think. One thing you know 
is that those GCSE results matter and 
'the four weeks before results are out 
are going to be nail-bitingly tough. How 
different it was 15 years ago, let alone 
a generation ago. Then 16 was when 
x**ou “left school", when many took jobs. 
yNow, 16 is just a stage in an extended 
process of learning even though, by 16, 
many are indeed working part-time. 
Once, a 16-year-old who wasn't work- 
ing was considered a toff or a failure. 
Novy, a J.6-> ear-old who is working full- 
. Sane is considered a failure, an early 
loser in life’s lottery. 

As for the do's and don’ts of life ... 

I You cannot get in to see sexy or violent 
film s at the cinema until you are 18 
. (though how easy it is to see them on 
' video at home, let alone on TV late at 
] night). No pubs; no cars. Just say no to 
I drugs -especially Ecstasy and cannabis 
; -while noting that some people seem 
; intent on advertising the youthful 
j appeal of alcopops. If you are a girl it 
I is legal to have sex with a girl or a boy. 
£ r J you are a boy it is legal to have sex 
'with a girl but not with a boy or (sharp 
intake of breath) a man. 

Did yesterday’s smoke signals from 
the Government do anything to clear 
up the confusion, as ministers bore 


down on teenage smoking while sig- 
nalling greater freedom for teenage 
gays? Superficially it looks bizarre to 
pressurise 16-year-olds not to smoke 
while indicating that the homosexual 
age of consent for males be lowered to 
16. What would the British of a half- 
century ago, when homosexuality was 
taboo and illegal, while learning to 
smoke was a routine entry to adult- 
hood, think of the values of 1997? As 
with teenage work, it can seem a topsy- 
turvy world. Doubtless moral conserv- 
atives will be denouncing the Govern- 
ment for its warped conviction that 
tobacco is more harmful than sex. 

But, the trouble is, it is. Besides, the 
cases are entirely different Tobacco 
first: cigarette smoking is a first-order 
cause of A! health and public spending. 
Huge numbers of those same mid- 
century teenagers who were taught to 
smoke by their parents have already 
died horrible deaths, or are dying early 
today, because of the habit. We know 
so much about smoking now that the 
scientific case against it is irrefutable. 
That being so, governments should 
energetically seek to persuade people 
- especially young people - not to start 
and, once they have, to stop. 

Now sex. Of course government has 
concerns: safer sex is a Legitimate 
object of policy. The consequences of 
sexual relationships in government 
organisations - notably the armed 
forces - need monitoring, to ensure 
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that discipline is not breached or that 
discrimination occurs. But the sexual 
orientation of recruits is not the Gov- 
ernments business and it is surely 
only a matter of time before the Min- 
istry of Defence musters the courage 
to face down the brass hats. 

The immediate issue of equalising 
the age at which young men can con- 
sent to sex with men has been put there 
by Euan Sutherland’s case before the 
European Court of Human Rights. The 
Government has withdrawn from the 
case and, to be consistent, will find it 
hard to resist the inevitable backbench 
move to adjust British law. 


Nor should iL Two substantive argu- 
ments have been advanced in favour of 
maintaining the difference, apart from 
the trivial procedural point that the 
House of Commons visited the issue 
only recently. One is that homosexu- 
ality is' absolutely wrong so any “exten- 
sion” is compounding an evil This view, 
surveys show, is held by considerable 
numbers of people. It was the cause of 
the original taboo and legislative ban. 
But now, as with smoking, we know bet- 
ter. We know that homosexuals are 
born, not produced by social pressure. 
(The fact that the vast majority of boys 
who went through hothouse single-sex 


boarding schools emerged as hetero- 
sexuals helps underline (he point.) 
That knowledge makes homophobia 
and discrimination seem cruel bigotry, 
not sensible social protection. 

The other argument is that boys of 
16 are especially susceptible and need 
protection. Well they are susceptible, 
just like their sisters. But that doesn't 
necessarily mean that the full force of. 
the law should intervene. By and large, 
as that saddle-borne savant, John 
Vfoyne. put it, government should “stay 
the hell out of people’s pants”. Legal 
bans in the past did not stop boys hav- 
ing sex with one another or receiving 
older men’s attentions. The law neither 
can nor should stop adolescents’ striv- 
ing for experience. It is true that sex, 
like smoking, can be dangerous to 
health - even fatal But since people are 
always going to have sex (the same not 
being true wth smoking), it is better to 
confront the dangers openly through 
education. Criminalising the actions of 
people considered in many other 
respects to be old enough to make 
rational choices, does not help that 
So we are in celebratory mood, 
then? Actually, no. Though we are 
against discrimination, we also believe 
that society is sex-obsessed, and that we 
are dose to worshipping genital friction 
in a way that societies to come will 
regard as barmy. Parents, let alone 16- 
year-olds themselves, have to filter a 
thousand and one suggestions, from 


cinema and soap opera scripts to bill* 
boards and ballads, that sexual activity 
is morally neutral and that everyone 
(else) isdoingit - even if real sex is less 
frequent and comes with a lot of messy 

and morally-important choices 

attached. It is our sex-saturated soci- 
ety, not the intervention of the law. that 
makes life complicated for teenagers 
today. Butii is still the case that they 
are likelier to live through the diffi- 
culties and enjoy balanced and full lives 
if they don’t smoke in the meantime. 

A symptom of 
deep disquiet 

A bright spark in Bowness yesterday 
xa launched a submarine on Winder- 
mere. So here we are at the side of the 
most magnificent lake in England - its 
tree-fringed shores the inspiration of 
poets and painters, with every paib to the 
water’s edge offering fresh vistas across 
mountain and fell - arid we shut our eyes. 
Or virtually: the lake is deep and dark 
and submarine visibility is likely to be no 
more than a couple of metres. It’s an 
intriguing touristic development. You 
travel to the Alps to spend time inside 
the St Gotthard Tunnel or visit the 
Grand Canyon with a blindfold on. Is 
Lakeland now so familiar to visitors that 
they need such an odd distraction? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


in 


Safeguards 
on patenting 
of genes 

f~y. Wendy Watson ( “The body ii 
Vsstkm is mine",10 July) is 
worried that, if the directive on 
gene patenting to be debated in the 
European Parliament this week is 
passed it will lead to patenting of 
body parts. This is not the case. The 
directive would expressly prohibit 
such a situation. 

The Legal Affaire Committee 
voted overwhelmingly for an 
amendment which states: “The 
human body, at the various stages 
of formation and development, and 
the simple diseoveiy of one of its 
elements including the sequence or 
partial sequence of a gene cannot 
constitute patentable inventions." 

This is a significant clarification 
over the present position, under 
which it is perfectly possible that 
the scenario that she envisages will 
come about Those who are 
worried about the possible 
commercialisation of genetics 
should be lobbying hard to see the 
directive in place. The European 

S lament's proposals will put in 
x valuable safeguards - 
uding an ethical committee 
charged with ensuring appropriate 
application of scientific advances 
for the benefit of human health, 
and a restriction on the scope of 
patentable inventions to exclude, 
for example, patents involving 
human embryos, which would be 
potentially patentable under 
existing European patent law. 

Whether or not Myriad genetics 
is granted a patent on the BRCA 1 
gene will be determined by 
application of existing statute. 

Even if it is, the price that it is able 
to charge will not be entirely a 
matter of its own choosing. Unlike 
the situation in the US, where a 
free market applies, 
pharmaceutical prices are 
negotiated by the Department of 
Health with the pharmaceutical 
industry . Efforts to ensure that 
genetic tests developed by 
commercial companies are 
- available to those who need them 
• -dt a price that the NHS can afford 
are therefore belter directed at the 
Department of Health, whether or 
not the European Parliament votes 
for the directive on Tbesday. 
AJLASTALR KENT 
Director 

Genetic Interest Group 
London EC-1 

Sin The religious leaders* 
objections to the European 
directive on the protection of 
biotechnological inventions are 
misguided (letter, 14 July). 

The directive allows the 
patenting of genes (sequences of 
Db(A which code for proteins). 
fLcse in no way constitute “life", as 
your correspondents seem to think. 
They are just chemicals. If genes 
are life, and that is all we are. what 
place is there for our “souls", which 
they presumably propose we have? 
They ignore the fact that a large 

number of patients' groups 

representing people suffering from 
genetic conditions support the 
directive, as the only way to 
encourage investment in tests and 
treatments for diseases they suffer 

^lf patenting is not allowed, then 

trade secrecy will ensue. It is that 
which will restrict communication 
between companies, not patenting. 
The point of a patent is that an 

/ inventor can go public, safe in the 
’Smowledge that their intellectual 

property is safe and their 
Investment protected. 

It is ethically inept to regard 
patent law as the forum for 



regulation of genetic technologies. 
What is needed is separate, well- 
thought-out restrictions on the 
research and application of the new 
genetics, not a ham-fisted 
combination of patent law and 
theology. 

ADAM HEDGECOE 
Centre for Professional Ethics 
University of Central Lancashire 
Preston 


Heal our ruined 
countryside 

Sin One hundred thousand country 
people visited London to try to 
persuade the rest of us Lhat if 
hunting with hounds is banned the 
countryside will no longer be 
maintained as we know and love it, 
and that a whole traditional way of 
life will be lost for ever. 

One would have more sympathy 
with them if they had shown as 
much concern when intensive 
farming Grst hit the countryside - 
when fields were scarred by huge 
“factory" sheds built to incarcerate 
the animals which had previously 
roamed there. With the advent of 
factory farming the jobs of 
stockmen and farm hands were lost 
and farming methods which had 
evolved over generations, enabling 
men and animals to live in 
harmony, were abolished almost 
overnight. 

There were no protests from the 
hunting folk until their pleasures 
were threatened. 

JOAN HAGGARD 
Harpenden, Hertfordshire 

Sir: At last, there is some hope that 
fanning will lead naturally to a 
healthy and distinctive landscape, 
as it did until the post-war era 


(“Europe to end farms madness", 

9 July). 

The past 50 years have been a 
disaster for the English 
countryside. We need to recognise 
that the continuing loss of historic 
landscape features can no longer 
be sustained, and to give them an 
equivalent level of protection to 
that enjoyed by other aspects of our 
beritage. 

In the 1950s and 1960s historic 
buildings were being destroyed at 
an astounding rate. Nowadays 
planning regulations, particularly 
the listing of buildings, prevent this. 
The reform of the Common 
Agricultural Policy to “support 
traditional extensive farming" 
affords an opportunity to protect 
what remains of the English 
landscape. It should be as nearly 
impossible to grub out a 16th- 
century hedgerow as it is to pull 
down a Georgian street. 

THOMAS DENNY 
Hinton St Mary, Dorset 

Sin The European Commission's 
draft proposals for radical reform 
of the notorious Common 
Agricultural Policy ("Europe to 
end farms madness", 9 July) show a 
welcome streak of common sense. 

Their emphasis on shifting away 
from the wasteful intervention and 
farm price support systems and 
replacing them by direct payments 
to farmers reflects what the 
National Consumer Council and 
others have been advocating for 
over 10 years. Such a shift would 
release every family in the EU from 
the expensive multiple burden of 
the CAP - artificially high food 


prices, lower-quality produce and 
reduced choice - which costs 
British families over £20 a week. 

But consumers should not hold 
their breath. It is a long haul from a 
draft Commission proposal to 
gening such radical change through 
the Council of Agricultural 
Ministers, which m practice 
sponsors the interests of farmers. 
Previous attempts at fundamental 
reform of the CAP have foundered 
at this hurdle, to be replaced by 
tinkering and tweaks. 

If the Commission's plans are to 
stand any real chance of coming 
through the EU policy- making 
machinery intact, that machinery 
must itself be reformed so that the 
farming lobby isn't the only 
influential voice. 

RUTH EVANS 
Director 

National Consumer Council 
London 

Sir: Let him who is without subsidy 
cast the first stone. The Rev David 
E Flavell writes: “Every other 
business [than fanning] has to 
make a living without subsidy and 
hand-outs" (Letters, 11 July). 

I certainly subsidise the wages 
and running costs of Ripon diocese. 
The buses that pass his door in 
Peterlee are subsidised by people 
like me in the deep rural areas of 
County Durham that were forsaken 
by buses and trains before 1974. 

If fanning didn’t receive 
subsidies the real price of food 
would be payable by the reverend 
gentleman. 

PHIL HUGHES 

Bowes, Co Durham 


Earthly bosses of 
God’s workforce 

Sin There is a glorious element of 
farce when a judge tells a dismissed 
curate that his employer is God and 
“1 don't think you have an address 
for him so you will not be able to 
serve any documents" (report, 
12July). 

When I decided civil 
disobedience was the strongest way 
I could, as a matter of conscience, 
make a point about the injustice to 
the poor of the Poll Iks and refused 
to pay it, the authorities were not so 
vague. Wycombe district council, of 
heavenly insight, found the address 
of my employer and served an 
attachmentof-eamings order. In a 
fit of hubris, the Church 
Commissioners obliged. The 
Bishop humbly accepted the advice 
that it was nothing to do with him! 
The Rev PAUL NI COLSON • 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 


Political pope 

Sir: Both Austin Pielou (Letters, 

5 July) and C Watson (10 July) miss 
the point about Pope Hadrian IV. 
Yes, Hadrian was English, but 
when the English King Henry 11 
requested the Pope’s support and 
blessing for an invasion of Ireland, 
Hadrian conspicuously did not give 
either. Instead he “granted" 

Ireland to Henry on the (dubious) 
authority of a (supposed ) legacy 
from the Emperor Constantine 
under which ail islands off the coast 
of Europe belonged to the Papacy. 
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Henry, newly crowned king of 
Eng land, could not accept 
Hadrian’s generosity ana thus 
acknowledge that Ireland was the 
Pope's to grant and to take away, 
without acknowledging the Pope's 
similar sovereignty over Ireland's 
larger neighbour. The whole affair 
should thus be seen in the context 
of the centuries-long struggle 
between Church and Crown. Of 
course Hadrian was politically 
motivated, but his game plan held 
no place for petty nationalisms. 
JOHN COSGROVE 
Troon, Cornwall 


Ethic of idleness 

Sin Your readers who enjoyed 
Suzanne Moore's superb anti-work 
piece (“I don't want to be in 
Labour's ebain gang", 11 July) may 
be interested to know that there 
does indeed exist a publication 
dedicated to exploring the very 
issues she touches on. 

The Idler magazine - the title 
comes from Dr Johnson’s series of 
essays of the same name -was 
founded four years ago with the 
intention of questioning the 
Protestant work ethic. At the time 
we were opposed to die emphasis 
put on full employment by the 
Tories; now our concerns are even 
more appropriate as a paternalistic 
Labour government introduces 
pernicious welfere-to-work schemes. 

I hope your readers willforgive 
us tins plug. Our defence is that 
Suzanne Moore did ask the 
question, “Who will strike out 
against the new work ethic on the 
grounds that it is neither ethical 
nor workable?" The answer is, us. 
TOMHODGKINSON 
Editor, 'The Idler' 

London EC1 


Gambling policy 
undermined 

Sin Your report “Casinos turn the 
tables after Lottery setback" ( 12 
July) makes no reference to the 
Gaming Board's call for an 
j independent review of gambling. 
This a matter of some urgency and 
| must involve all aspects of 
i gambling, including belling. 

! There is conclusive evidence that 
] the casualties from gambling are 
I largely determined by the total 
! amount of gambling occur ring and 
! the social pressures encouraging 
J excess. Officially, the policy still is 
l to provide gambling facilities on the 
! basis of unsiimulated demand, in 
! practice, this has been undermined 
; by the last government's piecemeal 
; -(^regulation - . This was. done 
without serious ainsideration of the 
long-term consequences for 
punters and their families. It is vital 
that there should be a coherent 
public polievon gambling. 

Dr E MORAN FRCP FRCPsvch 
Chairman 

The National Council on Gambling 
London N14 


A city built 
without design 

Sin Reading Jack O’Sullivan (“The 
bean-counter's contract". 10 July) 
on the subject of design-and-build, 
one migh l assume there bad been a 
consistent approach to architectural 
procurement at Cambridge 
University that is now threatened. 

Not true. The process in the past 
two decades has been haphazard 
and amateur. “Grandees of British 
architecture" have striven 
successfully in terms of the brief, 
but too often with indulgence in 
cost terms. Design -and -builders 
have also received commissions - 
under-spending perhaps but also 
under-designing. 

The academic community is 
unable to get its architecture 
procurement act together and has 
yet to recognise the urban design 
’field - the result in part of the 
jealously guarded independent 
roles of college, department and 
University. Such separation is a 
recipe for fiscal extravagance and 
uneven quality. 

If Cambridge is unable to rework 
its structure to obtain an informed, 
professional overview, 
extravagances, irrelevancics and 
discord will continue. 

DAVID OWERS 
Cambridge 


Banking secrecy 

Sin Each month I pay by standing 
order an amount of money to my 
daughter's bank account. Like our 
correspondent M A Qavi (letter, 

14 July), I have been able to 
compare dates on the two bank 
statements. There is always a period, 
often of five days and sometimes up 
to nine, when the money is neither in 
my account nor in hers. Where docs 
the money go? Who owns it? Who 
receives the interest? My bank has 
never given me an answer, Can 
anyone offer a justification? 

Dr I R MCLAUGHLIN 
Ute)) Gloucestershire 


Damp squib 

Sin Having read so much about 
Pride and Prejudice (BBC I ) in your 
pages, but missed it the first time 
round. I was anxious to catch 
Mr Darcy in his wet shirt on the 
repeat showing on Sunday. 

.whs that it? 

ROSALINDA JONES 

York 
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children 

stay silent 

Fifty years after India’s independence, 
there is no buzz of anticipation, no 
eagerness to celebrate the end of the 
Raj. Peter Popham in Delhi looks at 
the reasons behind a muted jubilee 


I will be very pleased to be proved wrong, 
but India’s Golden Jubilee party is shap- 
ing up to be a damp squib. No celebra- 
tions of anv sort have occurred so far. The 
government explains this by saying that, 
while other countries may choose t0 S e ! e ^ te 
during the 50th anniversary year, India scele- 
brations will only begin after the ^mplebonof 
SO vcars of independence. They will start, there- 
fore. on 15 August, and continue for a year. 

So far. so pedantic The period of celebration 
is of course for the government to “ 

SSSSSSt 

where the festivities have been in full swing for 
months, despite their having on the face of it less 
reason to celebrate. But more significant than 
the timing is the national mood, if one can pre- 
sume to identify such a thing. The anniversary 
is only a month away, but there is no peroeptt- 
ble buzz. There is no sense of fevered prepara- 
tions. Indians do not raise the subject m con- 
versation in tones of happy anticipation. Rather 
it is the foreigner who raises it querymgfy, and 
the Indian who shoots the topic down with a few 

sour comments. r . . 

So far the only imaginative idea for celebrat- 
ing the country's birthday has come from the 
Minister of Tourism in Simla, who wants to turn 
the dock back to the days when the town was the 
British Raj's summer capital, with rickshaws, 
cricket May Queen beauty contests. Shake- 
speare. Two cavils: Simla has arguably been dam- 
aged bevond saving by an exploding population 
and the chronic weakness of planning controls. 
Anv number of rickshaws and May Queens will 
not disguise the despoliation. And isn t this more 
a celebration of dependence than the opposite . 

What else is on offer? The Ministry of Science 
and Technology seems hell bent on installing a 
statue of Mahatma Gandhi in Antarctica, rney 
have not yet been given the nod; and exactly why 
ihev want to do this - unless it’s a way of driving 
home the fact that the old man's ideas have Long 



been consigned to the deep 
freeze - is never spelt ouL 

Large throngs are not expected 

for the unveiling. There will be 
none of the usual problems 
with crowd control. In fact, if 
the government finally screws 
up its determination and 

J »es, the event should pass 
in complete oblivion. 

In India itself, meanwhile, 
over the anniversary period, 
there will be much huffing and 

p uffing , and many motions will 

be laboriously gone through. 

Major buildings will be flhmn- 

nated for two days, unless the 

usual power cuts intervene. .. 

Historic events wffl be re-enacted. J^adopion 
of the “Ouit India Resolution of 1942 wul be 
re^ctSln Mumbai (Bombay), hi DelhMm- 
Uamenl will rehearse the events ofthe night of 
is August 1947, listening to recordings of the 
speeches of Gandhi and Nehru. The nation^ 
anthem will be played (twice). There wfllbea 
speech by the aged president. Dr Shanker Dayal 
Sharma. All wul then depart. 

Why, as it appears, does no one feel impeuea 
to set off a million fireworks, to light bonfires 
from one end of the country to the other, to set 
fire to Delhi’s River Yamuna (easily done, one 
imagines), to throw the biggest party m the 
nation's history? Why is everyone going about 
their business as if praying that the date win l pass 
off with the least possible embarrassment/ 


would flaw all night The present o^d to.no 

wish to splash good money around celebrating the 

work of political enemies. (They are too busy con- 
triving of stealing ^ 
ter.) Mean, parochial, possibly true. 

T) f ot a country as vast and ancient as India, 

SSSS^SSB&SSS 

a few thousand white men; and that its freedom 
- was achieved not by violent insurrection, not in 
the catharsis of a putsch, but by the 
British parliament declaring, m Norman French, 
“le ro i ie veolt" -“the King wishes ir. 

Even after that, free India 
in thrall to ***SSSg £* | Mbfi 


- of culture, religion, language, custom - than 
similarities- Congress’s achievement m the 
period leading up to independence wasjo give 
Hfe to this improbable dream 
tition at once presented the awful possibility that 
the whole thing could amply unravel . 

4) Most fundamentally, peopfe say > to each 
other, “What is there to celebrate. 

Instead of having a party, India wojfldbe bet- 
ter advised to go mto mourning, 
of the male population today remain imterat^ 
and 70 per cent of women. Communal polrtiK 
and intercaste -violence are endemic runrany 
parts of the country. Corruption is 
poverty remains rampant, and flie illiterate poor 


continue to multiply as only they know Jjcw-Thc 
environment is m an advanced state of _ degra 
dation. Six years after taking the first steps 
towards fibwaSsatibn, the economy “^Unues 
to grow with painful slowness. Little i 
pop off across the map like flashbulbs. What on 
£uth is there to cheer about? . 

While India celebrated m Delhi on the night 
of 15 August 1947, the father of the nation, 
Gandhi was far away in Calcutta where he had 
been doing what he could to calm the commu- 
nal riots. Across India hundreds of Jhousanck 
spent the night singing and rejoicing Gandhi 
passed the night in fasting and spinning. remaps 
hekaew something they didn’t. 


Crowds in 
Calcutta 
celebrate 
Hie end of 
British rule 
in 1947 
Photograph: 

Hutton Getty 


S everal answers suggest themselves, some 
more or less sound or ignoble than others; 
1) Congress, the party which fought for inde- 
pendence for decades and ruled unchalfenged 
until only a few years aga, is out mm vrorse. 
it is in a stale of advanced 
pendence was Congress s acfoCTemett Were the 
party still in power, the rose-flavoured sherbet 



Painful memories of Partition 


‘•‘i 


* ITwffiden^abo 01 the jubilee nte* 
mixed feelings at the time, the violent mix of JW- 
ta^cevents that occurred mmidrAngu* 
*50 vears ago. The declaration of “dependence, 

sesSSasssSS^ 

HkffisggSKgS 

ans still blame Bntam’s policy of divideand rule, 
cast a huge shadow over the new nation. 

Churchill had said (echoing Bsroarck on 
Italy)' “India is an abstraction. India is no more 
a political personality than Europe. India us a 
RcSgraphiraJ term. It is no more 
oatkmtban the Equator." India s nationhood 
only ever made sense as the 
of millions of people with far more differences 


Tn the flood of Raj nostalgia 

I engulfing the 50th anniyeisaw of 

JLlndian independence, itisonra 
forgotten that Pakistan was founded 

at the same time. Some might mar- 
ine that that is because there is lit- 
tle to celebrate. • • „ 

Since the world's first state specn- 
icalfy created for Muslims was born 
in the Wood and destruction of Par- 
tition, Pakistan has fought and lost 
three wars against India, surrender- 
ing its eastern half to independence 
as Bangladesh in 1971. Pakistan is 
rated as among the most corrupt 
countries in the world, with billions 
of aid dollars being squandered 
while illiteracy and child mortality 
get worse. And it remains politically 
unstable: not once in half a century 
has one elected government peace- 
fully succeeded another. 

This instability has muted me 
commemoration of Pakistan s 
golden jubilee. The interim 


government that took over last 
November, after Benarir Bhutto 
had been dismissed as prime minis- 
ter by executive fiat for a second 
time-decided that it had neither the 
i nclinat ion nor. the authority to 
decree lavish celebrations. Nawaz 
Sharif, who won the subsequent 
election, had other priorities. “Pak- 
istan is not celebrating this event the 

way the UK is celebrating,” says 
Sanrina Parvez ofthe Pakistani high 
commission in London. “We are 
doing so in a more humble maimer. 

A cabinet- meeting in Islamabad 
this week will complete plans for an 
official reception next month, and 
memories of British rule will be 
stirred when the Queen visits Pak- 
istan in October. Later this year a 
controversial film on the life of 
Mohammed All Jinn ah, who almost 
single -handedly brought the country 
into being, will be released ana 
there have been private celebrations 


and sports tournaments; but, 

Mrs Parvez, “It is not going to j 
very elaborate. A kit of people thi 
it is better to spend money on 
schools and hospitals.”! 

As in India, many memories of 
Partition are painful, but Pakistan 
has an additional reason for mixed 
feelings about the anniversary. 
Every such occasion reminds the 
country of its unresolved identity as 
a Muslim state. From the beginning 
there has been tension between 
those who insist that the Koran 
should be the only statute bookand 
those who believe that Islam should 
not be called upon by governments 
to justify themselves, particularly 
when they have been so numerous 
and so venal as they have been in 
Pakistan. It is not a conflict that 
ceremonial can cure. 

Raymond Whitaker 
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• Civil Servants 

• Town Hall Employees 

• Teachers 

• Lecturers 

• Post Office Staff 


It only cassis a 
leave them a„ 




A Zurich Municipal Tot^ - 
£ 100.000 for ydorf" “ 
public sector. yo» 
muU pay a i 

- a phqoe cell eon i 
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in*.vrry ^ad you did. 


Boules, you need bottle (and wine) 




• Nurses 
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W ith what sport or 
game is the city of 
Bath most 

associated? If that queafon 

came up in a pub quiz, most 
people would plump for 
rugby union, text a good 
secondary case could be 
made for boules, because 

once a year the elegant 

Queen Square is taken over 
for a three-day boules event 
which is as much fun as 

anything that ever takes 
place in Bath and a lot more 
fun than anything ever ^ 
described in Jane Austen s 
novels. . . 

Bath Boules started a few 
years sgo as a simple festive 
thing organised, aptly, by 
food and drink people - the 
local Beaujolais Restaurant 
and Great Western Wines- 
and, amazingly, it still is. The 
Beaujolais is a real French 
restaurant, run hy an 
extrovert Frenchman called 
Jean -Pierre Auge. In fact, 
there are French restaurants 
all over Bath and lots of real 
Frenchmen Ih^S m 
usually called Patrick or 
Philippe or Thieny. who 
seem to take it in turns to 
run them, and all of whom 
emerge at Bath Boules time 
to defend the honour of their 
national game. 




The Sunday contest is, in . 
effect, a battle between the 
pubs, restaurants and hotels 
of Bath (and Bristol and 
beyond these days - where 
will il end?) and it must be 
the hardest day of die year 

for anyone to get a meal m 
the area, as all the best cbefe, 

waiters and bottle-pullers ©it 
the day off, and those who 
are left are probably 
embittered at not being 
selected for the team- As the 
lone media represe ntativ e 
player I saw all this from 
close quarters, and as there 

were no spare French waiters 

available, I engaged my old 
mate, Python Tfeny Jones, to 
bring bis wife Alison down 

from London to see that 

there was life outside the 
pages alToneOuL And so it 
Was that we strode out into 
the dawn of Sunday 13 July, 

our reflexes sharpened by 
ice-cold hangovets- 
We felt fflie knights 
striding out ready to do 
battle. Queen Square might 
have been made for some 
sort of medieval tournament. 
The green lawns are cris- 
crossed with gravel paths 
which, when subdivided, 
make superb boules pistes. 
Add a marquee, a- wine bar, 
sunshine, and hordes of 


Miles 

Kington 

fired-up Frenchmen and it 
really does make yon think 
of jousting. 

Every game is played up to 
nine points, and you cannot 
believe bow alarming the 
tension becomes when both 
sides are within sight of a 
winning total Boules isn't 
just a game -It’sa tiny piece 
of theatre, a series of four- 
imnuie d ramas wi thin which 
you can get sudden death, 
vicious disappointment, ' 
incredible joy and 
retribution. If the ancient 
Greeks had had boules, they 
wouldn’t have bothered to . 
invent classical tragedy. 

“I haven’t felt adrenalin- 


crashing around my system 
so much since ...”Thrry told 
me, looking for a parallel 
“Since we Iasi came and 
played boules here,” said 
Alison. It really was that 
tense. Then there came a 
moment about midday when 
we found that we had 
actually won more games 
than we had lost, so we 
opened the first bottle of 
rose and the tension eased 
slightly thereafter. We knew, 
though, that we still had the 
toughest opponents in our 
group ahead, the Royal 
Crescent Hotel, who were 
still leading on points. 

It was about this time that 
I recognised Jeremy Guscott 
walking round the square, 
pushing a baby chair with his 
good hand. His other arm, of 
course, had been broken by a 
South African. And it 
occurred to me that boules is 
almost the only outdoor 
sport where having a broken 
arm can be no handicap. 
Many players, in feet, hold 
something in their non- 
playing hand to balance 
themselves, and in the case 
of the Royal Crescent Hotel 
when we finally met the 
three young men 
representing that august 
establishment, it was ice-cold 


lager bottles they were . . 
holding. It is just possible 
that this may have affected 
their reflexes and / ’ • : ' 
contributed to their undoing 
- at any rate, we beat-them 

9-6 and, much to our. " 'J- 

mortification, qualified for 
the quarter-finals- 
What was mortifying 
about this was that we? had 
assumed that qualification 
was out of the question and 
Terry and Alison had t-_ 
planned to get the next traind. 
back to London. Off tbqr 
went, and I conscripted Jcan- 
Pierre mid Philip AddiSi-the 
two organisers, as my team. 

To their intense relief we lost 
narrowly to.LudqiamPaik_, 
Hotel who went on id the 
final to meet - and be - - 

defeated by -the Beaujolais 
Restaurant. Yes, the French ■ 
had come out on top again, 
honour was "satisfied -and ■ 
civic unrest and widespread' 
rioting in the voletflq French 
community, had been ' * 
averted. ; ' - 

. The heavens opened afew 
minutes afterthefinaL^Ybu 
have never seen the square 
cleared so quickly," a witness 
told me. But l wasnT there. L , . 
was already back home by ~ 1 
then. I was out in the garden, 
practising for next year. 
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Lawyers, watch out 
- court fees are 
just the beginning 

W hen Lord Irvine talks, 
as he did in the Lords 
yesterday, of “fat cat 
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yesterday. 

lawyers", he knows what he is 
talking about. Until the election, 
he had one of the most success- 
fill - or, as he put it modestly yes- 
terday, “entirely satisfactory" - 
practices at the London bar. 

But this will hardly make his 
message any more palatable to 
f man y lawyers. For the message 
was that rather than railing at an 
increase in court fees agreed by 
his predecessor, they should 
look at the fees they themselves 
charge - which give “a signif- 
icant number" of QCs earnings 
of £lm a year. Last night’s 
speech in the Lords told us a lot 
about the kind of lord chancel- 
lor Irvine intends to be. 

Not long after Margaret 
Thatcher came to power she had 
an illuminating row with her 
lord chancellor. Lord Haflsham, 
about Sir John Donaldson's 
appointment as master of the 
rolls. It was widely believed that 
Sir John had been kept off the 
Court of Appeal by the 1974-79 
Labour government, to pay him 
back for what it bad seen as his 
union-bashing role as chairman 
of the National Industrial Rel- 
ations Court during the Heath 
administration. Thatcher was 
determined to compensate him. 

Overruling Hailsham’s recom- 
mendation - that Lord Bright- 
man was a better qualified can- 
didate - she told him: “Go back 
and tell your judges that the 
Prime Minister appoints the 
Master of the Rolls." 

In theory, the Lord Chancel- 
lor is directly responsible for 
appointing judges only up to and 
including the High Court In 
practice, a prime minister invar- 
iably takes the advice of the lord chancellor on 
the most senior appointments as well. Irvine 
is famously a dose friend, mentor and polit- 
ical ally of lony Blair. How many of his pre- 
decessors not only chaired some of the most 
sensitive cabinet committees in office, but also 
took part in key campaign strategy meetings 
in the run-up to the general election? But tus 
pivotal political role obscures the other great 
source of his power his influence over the 
administration of justice, including, but not 
confined to, the appointment of the judidary. 

The Inns of Court were alive with the pop- 
ping of champagne corks when Labour’s vic- 
tory installed Tony Blair’s old pupil master on 
the Woolsack. His predecessor. Lord Mackay, 
had been cheerfully hated by large parts of the 
London legal profession, judges included 
Partly this was because of what amounted to 
professional racism in the Englisb bar. Lord 
Mackay was not only (like Lord Irvine) a High- 
land Scot Much worse (unlike Lord Irvine), 
he was a Scottish lawyer, and a veiy eminent 
one. Partly, of course, it was because Mackay 
took on the English Bar and its centuries-old 
addiction to a demarcation line that had made 
the train drivers’ union, Aslef, look like a model 
of flexibility, Mackay s revolutionary step was 
to decide that in certain circumstances it was 
reasonable - and greatly in the interests of the 
consumer - if solicitors were to speak in court, 
occasionally displacing barristers. The Bar - 
from the judges down - fought him eveiy inch 
of the way, and are still fighting. Solicitors 
didn’t like him much, either; Mackay’s deter- 
mination to curb the costs of legal aid was 
widely seen as weakness, a failure to do what 
they conceived to be his proper job, which was 
to act as the profession's full-time trade union 
negotiator in the Cabinet. So was his deter- 
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Lord Irvine 
has already 
bared his 
liberal 
credentials 
by striking 
out the 
question 
aimed at 
establishing 
whether 
aspiring QCs 
are gay 


mi nation to raise court fees to 
make the justice system more 
self financing. Since Lord Irvine 
was one of their own, they could 
surety now hope for a quiet life. 

Those who did, will be disap- 
pointed. For Irvine’s message 
yesterday was blunt: if you're 
talking excessive court costs, 
then a good place to start is tbe 
fees lawyers charge their clients. 
And, as he pointed out, over 
£100m in court fees - more than 
half the total -was paid by large 
concerns, not by individuals at 
all. And they are a “drop in the 
ocean" compared for example 
with the £1.62m of the £1.68m 
Maxwell estate that was swal- 
lowed up in professional fees. 
Irvine’s argument was that if 
litigants don't pay, the taxpayer 
does; that there are already 
exemptions for the poorest on 
income support, and that there 
is still discretion to waive fees 
for other poor litigants. 

Michael Howard's savage 
sentencing poLicy, it seems 
proper to aigue. was a crazy 
waste of public money and an 
utterly ineffective way of reduc- 
ing crime. But to argue, as some 
lawyers have done, that it was 
"unconstitutional" for an 
elected politician to impose 
minimum sentences - as it does, 
say, for drunken driving - is 
another matter. And as with 
sentencing, so with court fees. 
The Post Office charges us for 
using the Royal MaiL We pay 
charges for prescriptions. True, 
we don’t -yet - have to bung the 
police a small percentage every 
time they recover our stolen 
property or stop our houses 
from being reduced to ashes. 
But we don’t argue that we 
have a constitutional right not to 
do so. The subliminal message in Irvine's 
speech last night is that if lawyers are so 
altruistically concerned about the poor, they 
could start by reducing their own fees. 

Irvine’s radical robustness is unlikely to stop 
with court fees. On appointments, he has 
already bared his liberal credentials by insist- 
ing on advertising vacant posts for the senior 
judiciary, striking out the questions to aspir- 
ing QCs and junior judges aimed at establish- 
ing whether they are gay, taking the first step 
to excluding over-55 s from the magistracy (a 
measure that will widen the class base of JPs) 
and experimenting with blind magistrates. All 
this is - relatively - uncontroversial. But on the 
Mackay reforms to the profession, he also 
shows tittle sign of letting up. 

He is known to be impatient with the 
unwieldy, senior-judge-dominated, statutory 
committee that look nearly six years to decide 
that lawyers employed by the Crown Prose- 
cution Service could, if properly qualified, 
appear in court - but only if led by a senior out- 
side counsel. If Barbara Mills, the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, were to apply to the com- 
mittee for such lawyers to appear in their own 
right, and if it were to tty similar delaying tac- 
tics, it’s not impossible that Intine would sim- 
ply bring in primary legislation and abolish the 
committee altogether. 

Last night's speech was no doubt a prelim- 
inary skirmish. It was a tough message, and 
there remains a valid case for arguing that 
exemptions for lower-income litigants should 
be extended more widely than at present - for 
example, to those on jobseekers' or disability 
allowances. But those who thought that Lord 
Mackay's ability to use his authority to stand 
up to the legal profession was a passing aber- 
ration, may have misjudged his successor. 
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|he arts - of aD tiling 
-are front-page news 
again. A blizzard of 
recent events and 
announcements has 
raised once again the familiar 
litany of vexed questions about 
how we should patronise our 
creative types. The Department 
of National Heritage is chang- 
ing its name to one more m 
keeping with the dynamic new 
times (it is now the Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport) 
and hinting that the Arts Coun- 
cil’s days as Britain's sponsor-in- 
chief might be numbered. 

The head of Harpe rColtins - 
Anthea Disney - has sparked 
off a squabble in the book 
trade by firing 106 writers who 
failed to honour their con- 
tracts, which inevitably pro- 
voked a lot of grave talk about 
philistine corporate values. 

New Labour's high table 
has committed itself enthusi- 
astically to the extravagant 
Millennium Dome, even to 
the extent of creating the first 
New Labour fat cat, Mark 
McCormack, by appointing 
him as its chief fund-raiser. 
And now comes news of a 
“creative task force", to be 
headed by Sir David Puttnam 
and Richard Branson, who will 
“champion" the cause of cre- 
ative endeavour in a country 
supposedly famous for neglect- 
ing its artists. 

As always, the true picture is 
muddier than the dean lines of 
caricature permit. Anthea Dis- 
ney is a shade unlucky to have 
been made the emblem of the 
book trade’s nasty desire to 
channel the flow of books, to 
turn a broad, mazy river into a 
winn e r-t akes-ail waterfall In 
truth, the world might just go 
on turning without some of the 
titles she has pledged to stem 
- books about cookery and 
pets, for instance. But it is true 
(alas) that the desire for fewer 
books is a surprisingly common 
one among modem publishers. 

The great number of new 
titles produced annually 
(70,000 each year in Britain, 
and rising) certainly is an incon- 
venience - it’s lots of books to 
hump around, a lot of titles to 
catalogue, a lot of authors to 
keep up with. But is plentiful- 
ness and a wide choice a bad 
thing? Can publishers truly 
promise, as they condense their 
List, to retain the great books 
and ditch only the rubbish? 
Not many would have the 
nerve. It really would be ironic 
if capitalism managed to 
achieve bloodlessly what com- 
munism had to kill millions to 
obtain - a narrow culture dom- 
inated by a few mass-market 
opiates. 

Tbe various political initia- 
tives of recent days might, in 
this context, seem like good 
news. For too long, the case 
goes, our creative artists and 
designers have been neglected. 
David Puttnam, for one, has 
sung this song many times. But 
he of ail people should know, 
from his unlucky experiences in 
the film industry, that money- 
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In the frame: (clockwise from top left) Vivienne Westwood, Damien (first, Swampy, 
Naomi Campbell, the Spice Girls 

An uncomfortable truth is that the arts 
depend on prosperity in the high street 
Someone’s got to buy the damn books 


equals-axt is not a straightfor- 
ward equation. 

Of course it makes sense to 
ditch a jaded, snotty word like 
“Arts" in favour of a vibrant one 
like “Culture”. Of course the 
new government should surf 
along on the excitable wave of 
the times; should look forward, 
not back. Opportunity, not 
obligation, as lony Blair might 
say. The future, not the past. 
Anticipation, not antiquities. 
Full stops, not commas. Slo- 
gans, not sentences. That’s all 
fine. 

But will it work? Generous 
government intervention is 
always going to play a key role 
when it comes to grand civic 
projects such as the Dome; 
and government plays an 
inescapable role, too, in 
shoring up unprofitable but 
worthwhile aesthetic adven- 
tures, be they rap evenings for 
black women in Solihull, or 


£213m makeovers for the 
Opera House in Covent Gar- 
den. But both approaches to 
the arts - ruthless profit-and- 
loss accounting, or government 
featherbedding - tend to be 
grandiose, both assume that it 
is possible to predict, centrally, 
what will work out there in the 
bookshops and theatre queues 
and art galleries. Both, it hardly 
needs adding, are pretty much 
bound at some point to trip 
over the infuriatingly unrelia- 
bility of artistic energy. 

It’s annoying, but there really 
seems to hi no budgeting for 
spirited work: the Muse moves 
in mysterious ways and thrives 
on adversity as often as she 
does on whole-hearted 
applause and support There is 
no doubt for instance, that 
Britain's creative industry has 
thrived in the past decade or so, 
without any visible encourage- 
ment or support from govern- 


ment. Waterslone’s effected a 
transformation in the uncc- 
dowdy world of books; British 
fashion is everywhere the rage: 
Britpop and the Spice Girls 
come booming out of transis- 
tors all over the world; British 
designers have taken tbe lead in 
anything involving g Ips, steel 
and wood; and the visual arts 
have rarely been so bracing 
and adventurous, with annual 
controversies guaranteed by 
the assorted piclded livestock 
and inside-out living rooms in 
the Thte or the Royal Academy. 


Nor is it just the wxalfcd 
"arts" that have buzzed into 
life. There have been some 
good-sized intellect uni 

upheavals busily brewing, be 
they feminist - the tne-mc 
power play represented by the 
Spice Girls - or environmental: 
see under Swampy. There hate 
been new newspapers, new 
buildings, new comedians, even 
new ways to dance the night 
away. 

Is it ironic that ail of iha* 
blossomed under what some *»f 
its enthusiasts might have called 
the Tbiy jackboot? Some might 
t hink so. Or they might argue 
that it was the Very spirit of 
opposition that brought all 
these new modes of expression 
flaring into life. That might be 
trne, too. But a more uncom- 
fortable truth is that what all of 
these things depend on in par- 
ticular is prosperity in ihc high 
street. Someone's got to buy all 
the damn books and records, 
after all. Even what we might 
cadi protest culture is driven by 
cash. The whole w orld of club- 
bing and raves, with its Ecstasy 
tabs and its Irvine Welshes, 
might seem defiantly hedonis- 
tic and utopian, buT actually it 
relies on young people having 
the kind of pocketfuls of money 
that no previous generation 
has ever enjoyed. 

The culture of protest, these 
days, is quite an expensive 
habiL Much the same could he 
said about fashion: if you want 
to spend a hundred quid on a 
bin liner with holes in it, line. 
But h isn’t only a “creative" ges- 
ture. 

Of course it would be fatuous 
for Tory Britain to claim this 
flood of innovative energy as 
some sort of reflection of its 
own competence or aesthetic 
flair, but it might be a mistake 
also to see it as something that 
can easily be planned. 

The most important aspect 
in the patronage of art is 
humility -- a recognition that 
the fines work often sprouts in 
the shadiest and most 
neglected comer of the gar- 
den. In the fairy talc. thcVil- 
lagers sell the goose that lays 
the golden eggs for less-than'it 
is worth - they are too dumb 
and greedy lo appreciate its 
real value. But there are an 
awful lot of ways lo cook a 
goose. The pompous urge to 
tame, cage and promote it - he 
it corporate, and motivated by 
a desire to streamline the 
profit flow; or political, and 
driven by glojy-sceking - 
almost always ends in tears. 
The goose will still have sufi 
feathers - it would make a 
good pillow. But what if it 
dues not glisten any more? 


How to stop the massacre of innocents 

Children may be victims of war but, says Jenny Kuper, international law can help to protect them 




he roost enduring images of cer- 
tain armed conflicts are photo- 
graphs of children: young Kurds 
fleeing to the snowy mountains of 
northern Iraq after the 1991 Gulf War, 
stone-throwing Palestinian children of 
the intifada: Mozambican boy soldiers 
almost dwarfed by their guns; a naked 
Vietnamese girl screaming from the 
pain of napalm bums. Yet even when 
the media arc not publicising such 
images, every day children somewhere 
are involved, as civilians or as soldiers, 
in armed conflict These armed con- 
flicts are almost always non-inter- 
national or “riviT wars, as in Sudan. 
Afghanistan, parts of the former 
•Yugoslavia. Rwanda and Sri Lanka. 

3LTie categorisation and scale of the 
armed conflict, however, matter little 
to those who are caught up in it. 

V/hile ft is well known that children 
are often particularly affected by 
armed conflict, it is perhaps less well 
known that there is a substantial body 
of law and related enforcement pro- 
cedures that aim to provide some pro- 
tection specifically for children in 
those situations. Recent events have 
highlighted some of them. For 
example, there has been the unedify- 
ing spectacle of UN peacekeeper 
frSm various Western countries (.Bel- 
gium. Italy and Canada) being tried 
before military courts for in-treating 
civilians in Somalia. A number ot 
those civilians were children. ^ 

The Belgian case was particularly 
(t shocking, in that some of the incidents 
were photographed by a former para- 
trooper who was a member of the unit 
involved. One photograph, published in 
a number of newspapers, showed two 


Belgian soldiers holding a 
youth over a camp fire, 
with the flames perilously 
dose to his naked skin. 

Even more shocking is the 
fact that, in their recent 
court martial, these two 
soldiers were acquitted of 
any wrong-doing. The 
court found that they were 
not guilty of torture, 
assault and batteiy or even 
threatening behaviour. 

They were simply "partic- 
ipating in a playful game 
meant to discourage the 
child from stealing". 

This truly astounding 
decision flies in the fare of 
all relevant international 
law, as well as being 
repugnant on purely hum- 
anitarian grounds. Would the Belgian 
court have found the soldiers' behav- 
iour equally “playful" if the child being 
dangled over the fire had been white, 
and Belgian? In any event, the court’s 
decision is contrary lo rules set out in 
numerous international legal treaties 
to which Belgium is a party. These 
include the 1989 Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, which prohibits 
torture and other “degrading treat- 
ment or punishment" o /children (Art- 
icle 37) and obliges governments to 
“take care of children who are affected 
by an armed conflict" (Artidc 38). 
Cither relevant international treaties 
could include the 1949 Geneva Con- 
vention IV, concerning the protection 
of civilians, which, in Article 3, sets out 
a framework of rules to safeguard non- 
combatants in civil wars; and the 1966 



Belgian solders in Somafi in 1993 “participating in a game’, 
acconSng to a miltary court Photograph: Frank Spooner 

International Covenant on Qvfl and 
Political Rights, which prohibits torture 
and other ill-treatment of any person 
(Article 7), and calls for special pro- 
tection for children (Article 24). 

in the coining months the Belgium 
military court is scheduled to bear 
cases involving charges that Belgian 
soldiers in Somalia force-fed a boy 
pork and salt water until he vomited, 
and kept another boy, accused of 
stealing, for two days in a dosed 
metal container, where be died. It is 
to be hoped that, this time around, the 
court will be obliged to take into 
account the many applicable rules of 
international law, and adopt a radically 
different approach. 

A more positive indication of the 
posable effectiveness of international 
law in providing some protection or 


redress for children (and 
others) in situations of 
armed conflict was the 
recent surprise arrest, by 
British special forces, of 
two Bosnian war crimes 
suspects, one of whom 
died in the process. In 
fact, many victims of war 
crimes committed in the 
former Yugoslavia were 
children: adolescent boys 
rounded up and incar- 
cerated in the notorious 
concentration camps; 
girls as young as five 
raped, and many other 
children killed or injured 
as a consequence of the 
fighting. For them, too, 
the arrest of these war 
crimes suspects is a small 
step towards some sort of justice. 

Moreover, in a number of armed 
conflicts in receat years there has been 
evidence of a greater observance of 

international law for the protection of 
children and other civilians. In the 
1991 Gulf War, for example, the Allies' 
coalition repeatedly referred to the 
need to avoid “collateral damage" and 
apparently in some instances refrained 
from attacks where the harm to the 
civilian population might have out- 
weighed any military advantage. Also 
during the war, the UN authorised a 
joint worid Health Organisation and 
United Nations Children's Fund 
(Unicef) mission to Iraq, specifically 
to provide medical supplies to children 
and their mothers. 

In some other armed conflicts (such 
as those in El Salvador, Lebanon and 


Sudan), Unicef has succeeded in 
establishing “days of tranquillity”. In 
those situations, agreement was 
reached that hostilities would cease for 
periods of a few days in order to 
immunise children against preventable 
childhood diseases, or to provide them 
with food and other necessities. In all 
those cases, international law and 
diplomacy were no panacea, but in 
some of the conflicts, they did save the 
lives of some children. 

International law and its enforce- 
ment mechanisms may be widely per- 
ceived as inadequate and almost irrel- 
evant in efforts to secure some sort of 
protection or redress for children 
caught up in armed conflict. However, 
as one of the authorities on the laws 
of armed conflict, Fritz Kalshoven, has 
written regarding compliance with 
these laws: “Each even partial success 
means that a prisoner will not have 
been tortured or put to death, a hand- 
grenade not blindly lobbed into a 
crowd, a village not bombed into 
oblivion; that, in a word, man has not 
suffered unnecessarily from the 
scourge of war." lb those of us watch- 
ing the big and little armed conflicts 
of the world from a safe distance, this 
may not seem significant But would 
we not feel otherwise if it were our 
child, or father, or sister, whose life 
was spared by a soldier who, in order 
to comply with the laws of armed con- 
flict, did not throw that one grenade, 
or drop that one bomb? - ■ 

The writer's book, international Law 
Concerning Child Civilians in Armed 
Conflict] mu published last month by 
Oxford University Press. 
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DEPARTURES JULY & AUGUST 



• 1 night B&BFri& Sat c\ 15 

■ 2 nights B&B midweek £130 

• ★★★ Novan ox 

• Additional nights £30 


I night B&B Fn & Sat • 
or 2 nights B&B midweek • 
*★ Grand Hotel de Paris • 
Additional nights £13 * 

Chy Escapades (I nt) 



•I night B&B 

• Amstel Botel 

• Additional nights £29 

• Heathrow, Gatwick 
& Manchester 
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2 nights B&B 
* ★ * Julian 
Additional nights £27 

£344 

Time Off 
*"*■'*’ Knsi^i 


• London and regional airport departures available 

• Centrally located hotels with ensurte bathrooms 

• Exclusive & charming hotel upgrades available 

Telephone for best prices to> 

Barcelona, Bruges, Budapest, Dublin, 
Florence, Lisbon, Istanbul, Madrid, 

Nice. Rome, Seville and Venice 

All prices do NOT include any airport taxes. 

Prices per person based upon wo people staring s room 
ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 
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rnSure onBTU> cilloff MCI *a> f 


Michael Harrison 

British Telecom's S20bn 
(£12bn) merger with MUl 
appeared to be on shakier 
ctound last night after the US 

Company said it had nomten- 

lion of renegotiating the terms 
„f ihc deal following ns shock 
profits warning late last week. 

A spokesman for the com- 
panv. America's second largest 
long-distance operator, said: 
“We believe the terms of the 
mercer will remain in place and 
we expect the merger to move 

forward as planned." 

Stock market speculators, 
otherwise known as arbi- 


trageurs, stand to lose huge 
sums of money - perhaps as 
much as £lbn - if the merger 
terms are altered substantially 
or if the deal is called off 
altogether. 

Despite MCrs insistence that 
the merger will go ahead a sa n- 
nounced, a number of his 
largest institutional share- 
holders have warned that it 
now has no option but to re- 
negotiate the terms after MCI 
warned it could lose $800m 
this year on its move into the 
local US telephone market and 
as much as $lbn nest year. 

BT may need to reduce the 
offer price by as much as S 2 bn 


to compensate. But some ana- 
lysts are arguing the price 
should be reduced even further 
or HT should pull out altogether 
and pay the $150m penalty fee 
it would incur. 

The shock profits warning 
and the apparent stand-off 
between the two companies is 
likely to mean fireworks when 
shareholders gather for BTs 
annual meeting in Edinburgh 
tomorrow. What had been 
billed as a routine, boring agm 
has suddenly escalated in 
importance as the BT board 
frantically prepares to placate 
angry shareholders. 

Investors will demand to 


know why the profits warning 
came so late and so unexpect- 
edly and how BT proposes to 
modify the terms of the deal 
MCTs two most senior exec- 
utives - chief executive Bert 
Roberts and chief operating 

officer Gerald Thylor-will be 

at the agm in their capacity as 

non-executive directors of BT 

and are likely to face heavy flak 

from angry shareholders who 
voted the deal through over- 
whelmingly three months ago. 
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BT*s institurionalsharehokiets 

argue that a profits warning 

which in effect robs the merged 

company of any earnings 
growth for two to three years 
' should trigger a renegotiation. 

• However, MG shareholders, 
including a number of “arbs , 
are likely to argue that the 
increased pension liabilities BT 
feces foDowing the aboli tion o f 

divid^ tax credits dro amornt 

to a material change. BT 
estimates that the changes, 
announced in the Budget, wul 
reduce pre-tax profits by 

£ 150 m-£ 200 m a year. 

The arbs are in a heavily 
exposed position because of 


the way they have sought to ex- 
ploit the gap between the price 
ofMCI shares and the terms on 
offer from BT- ' 

BT is paying 5.4 BT . 
and $6 in cadi for ever y MCI 
share which, before the profits 
warning, produced a spread ot 
up to 10 per cent between 
MCTs offer price and its market 

pi The aibs have in effect been 
buying into BT cheaply by 

_ . bUqvm ann WWW 


drorton BT - offering to sell 
shares they do not own m the 
expectation of being able to 
cover their positions when, the 

deal goes through. . • 


One BT tastier said i tbaMt 

rf 8 calls from arbs saymgthey 
wouldfre drivemnto 

cy One of them was almost w 

gars. He wanted metotdltaa 

he was just having a bad drea^ 

BTsfinxmcedirecior,lRob«t 

Brace, vrill flyout to the US at 

that will assess tbeMaprotti 
warning and its plans for en 


ICI shares 
rise on $3bn 
DuPont deal 



V' 


Samecna Ahmad 

ICI yesterday sold half of its 
commodity chemical business to 
DuPOnt for $3bn (£L 8 bn), a 

price far in excess of stock mar- 
ket expectations. Shares in the 
chemical group jumped 9 per 
cent to 8 S 6 p. . 

Analysts were also surprised 
at the speed of the sale. In- 


the next 12 months: “More has 
to be done to ensure a^funda- 
mentaliy different IC1-" 

The disposals to DuPont 
comprise ICTs polyester poly- 
mer and mtenneaiates business, 
its titanium dioxide operations 
outside North America and its 
polyester film business. Col- 
lectively, those businesses had 
sales of £15bn- Another £2bn 
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„ th( , 'sneed Q r the sale. In- sales or Jti jon. ahoui« 
duding DuPOnt, ICI has raised of sales win 
£L9taffiom disposals in just two the group when it seUs 
~-7rrJ: cinceit acquired ing chemicals and the remain- 
Unflever’s speciality chemicals ing Tioxide operations as well 

business for £ 5 bru ln MayJCI **0™*** rh^nt had de- 



profits ™™!^ 
firmeratJ 3 ^oi m ant,pag< ! W 

Montague 
named 

PFI head ♦ 

Michael Harrison 

Adrian Montague, a senior^>- 
iect finance specialist with 
investment bank Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson, has been 
5!3^dto head the Govirm- 

it was confirmed 5 ****£&*. 




said it would raise £3bn from 
HScfwals over the next three c linen to ouy nunu 

yeais to reduce debt following 


as explosives. 

ICI said that DuPont had de- 
clined to buy North American 

mi ■ i I .vMWlAlVlIu IC- 


the acquisition. 

Analysts said disposing of 
the re mainin g industrial chem- 
icals assets could realise at least 
another £lbn, taking total di*- 


llVUiUW OVWkMi- IT ■» 

sues, but had agreed to oaver 
the deficit if ICI received less 
than $150m. 

Allan Spall, ICTs finance di- 
rector; said that reducing ex- 


Smith, ICTs «■ *«? 



chief executive, said the dis- 
posals together with the 
Unilever deal “confirms the 
decisive shift in ICI" from a 
commodity chemicals group 
into one of the world's leading 
speciality chemicals companies. 
“We now have a portfolio of 
worid dass businesses across our 
three key areas of coatings, 
speciality chemicals and mate- 
rials, which offer wonderful 

growth prospects, give us much 

more predictable future earn- 
ings and are significantly less 
capital intensive. We have vir- 
tually reached this target [£3bnj 
less than three months after it 
was set." 

One analyst said “It's a won- 
derful deal. To have achieved 
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of sales compared with 37 per 
cent last year, would reduce the 

impact of the strong pound on 

expons 
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•Ilflll Euromoney in talks with Disney Strong 

SSSWSSffiffi Cathy Newman ——--£=2 3 

ssskkxs he-kbss Saasr- isas^«- Thorn 


the Treasury's PFI Taskforce 
StSStRn a fixed salary of 
£160,000. He will be on a two- 
year contract and will reportto 
the Paymaster General, Geoi- 

banker, cho-^ 

sen from a shortlist of three can- 
didates, described the job m a 
tremendous challenge: You 
do have to feel a desire to help 
out in the public sector lo hold 
a position of this type. t 

Mr Robinson, who distressed 
Alastair Ross Goobey, the 
chairman of the Private Fi- 
nance Panel, when Labour came 
into power, likened the job to a 
thicket through which Mr Mon- 
tague would need to dearapalh. 

Mr Montague will recruit a 
team of around eight private 
sector project specialists and will 
have the responsibility of sign- 
ing off commercially viable pro- 
jects before they are put out to 
tender. 


Cathy Newman 


derful deal. “10 nave acmeyeu 

this in such a short space of time earnmp enhancing by 1WB. 
:.... nn v W ,inmpH lifnn’tthmk Analysts said the dispos 


ceeds should reouce Donuwuig? Publications, the cluavtty agreement wuu 

from around £fibn,cumng gear- Euromon^ Pubton™^ ^ ^ ^ ttempts to tie up its 

ing by around 20 percentage publisher mid Awss Q f biggest purchase to date, 
points to “less than 100 per gamser, wmthe fcal st^ gsp ^ ^ boped to ^ up 
cent", said Mr Spall and wflfbe negotiations tc > buy ^ tQ ^ selling the com- 

e amines enhancing by 1998. _ tional hwatOT, af _ nanv . hut is now believed to be 


understood that Euromo ne y ro< ??^J^ d n 55 t^CT?The 
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both options »ere bemg con- “SU*det- 

aderea. . _ .. *t b a a^i husiocss 


Ls unprecedented. 1 don t think 
the scale of the achievement has 
dawned on us yeL" 

The disposal announcement 
yesterday came less than a week 
after ICI said it would reap £lbn 
from the sale of its stake in ICI 
Australia and made property 
disposals worth around £ 1 20 m. 

Mr Miller Smith said there 
would be further sell-offs over 


earnings enhancing by 19V». oouai - af- 

Analvsts said the disposal magazines group, just wmss ai 
priceraM toes 1996 sates^was ter pullmg out of the biddtag 
However Peter auction after claiming tne 
SSr^tatWOliamsdeBroe $ 20 (tai(£l 19m) asking pnee was 

t0 \teitDisnCT, Institutional In- 


tant for DuPont, which will al- 
most double its share of the 
world market in titanium diox- 
ide, a white pigment used in 
palms, to over 40 per cent. 

Comment, page 19 
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Whit Disney. Institutional m- 
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pany, but is now believed to be 
prepared to let it gp for around 
SI 50m. There are some re- 
ports in the US that Euromoney 

could get away with paymg as 
little as $ 120 m. 

Sources at Euromoney said 
the acquisition could well be 


ddered. 

Euromoney said, as it an- 
nounced record results last 
month, that it was keen to ac- 
quire. adding that it had £24m 
m cash and short-term deposits. 

The company’s acquisition 
strategy to date has focused on 
far smaller deals than Institu- 


KrSmeai^IIasnavdet- 
tere. also organises busm«s 
seminars and conferences and 
is a direct competitor to Euro- 
money. .... 

Euromoney, which is oon- 


takes £llm off 
Thom profits 
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S^^BTannoScedallfK *= 3W’' »P“ 

Mot that it bad in- from EMI was again ques- 
creased half-year underlying tionedafter thecomMirysout- 
erra^c j to going chairman. Sir Cohn 

pre^profitsby-lpercemto ^ ^ of 


retail safes 


Cathy Newman interest charges on rentals 

forced the group to reveal a 

Shares in Thom, the belea- £L7.1m provision in May. 
cuered rentals group, took an- Analysts downgraded them 
other battering yesterday and profit estimates for the year in 
the logic of last year’s split the light of Sir Colin’s com- 
from EMI was again ques- ments. Mr Bubb said his fore- 
tioned after the company’s out- casts for pre-tax profits would 
going chairman. Sir Colin “drift downwards" from £140m 
South ga te, said the strength of to between £130m and £13Sm. 
the pound would reduce prof- However, he said he antiripat- 
its this year by around film. ed a significant improvement in 
Immedi ately after a some- profits in the fo flowing year, per- 
timpc sinrmv annua! general haps up to £150tn. 
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Diane Coyle of expensive items such as 

Economics Editor elccincal goods. 

Nevertheless, the BRC said 

Inflation at the factory gate there was no 
remained very subdued last the Bank of Engfand to dampen 
monilu aeeordihc to new figures consumer spending, 
vesterdav. But City analysts Adair Turner, director- 
said a further increase in interest general of the Confederation or 
rates was on the cards, and the British Industry, said the Bud- 
nnuml dimbed still higher on get had missed an opportunity 

the foreign exchange* yesterday, to damp down on consumer 
Separately, a survey by the demand. But in a speech tost 
British Retail Consortium night he said: “Tough though it 
showed a slight dip in spending may be for exporting compa- 
on the high street last month nies, one of the reasons that 
due to the bad weather. It re- sterling is so high ts international 
ported “healthy" sales volumes confidence in tire British eco n- 
with building society windfall omy's underlying strength." 
gains filtering through in sales Regardless of the fears about 


of expensive items such as interest rot^share^^ a' 

el NSSSi the BRC said ^SsMlhSpS dS^“3SSf^SS. S 

m-ssaass crarsaswe sstesasK SSSra 

director- ^ paid W manufacturers ? =ase remained unchanged at 

geomttl nf the Ganfedmtfoa of taMrmreSi.HlljMpe; “^^Usehthetteeoee 

nfficialfieures Yesterday. Much ofinflaMMtyP^emman. ^^ andDI y we re_ 3 ron & 
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cent in June, according to 
officfal figures yesterday. Much 
of the decline was due to lower 
petrol prices, bat there was 
still a 0.2 per cent drop m 

underlying costs thanks to lower 

import prices in terms ot 


average earnings growth, due 
tomorrow, and the estimate or 

GDP in the second quarter, due 

next week, analysts said. 

Unless either shows a signn- 
icant slowdown, most reckon 
the Bank’s monetary policy 
committee will feel compelled 
to act again, perhaps as ca tty a s 
next month’s meeting . T he 


timpc stormy annua! general haps up to £150m. \\ 

meeting, at which Sir Colin Mr Bubb was also confident - 

warnedshareholders that first- that Thorn’s dividend to share- j 1 

quarter turnover bad dropped holders would be maintained. ; s 

r 8.5 per cent, Thom’s shares He was cheered by plans an- [ f 

plunged 12 per cent to 156p, ncunced in May and approved A !• 

only 40 per cent of their 408p • ! 

value after the group’s demerge 

from EMI last August. The • 

shares dosed at 1585p. share price, pence ■ . 

Some shareholders attacked 

the dismal performance of 400-fc — | 

Thom’s share price over the - - . . 

past year. One said: “One gets 350 — - ^ r — 5 . ' • . ' 

the feeling that these things jde- j 

mergers] are not done for the 300 V ■ 

benefit of shareholders, but for -Vi,-. 

the benefit of merchant banks.” -* . ' 

Another echoed, hints from ^ . . . 

Qty analysts that new man- ■ - ^ 

agement may be needed to 

remedy the situation. “Perhaps - 

[it would be better] if you had 

a few scientists on the board, - 

who are used to forward think- at yesterday’s spcdal extrao * 
mg, as opposed to one [a board] dinary general meeting to return' 
full of economists who are used £87m, some 14 per cent qf .the- 
to woolly t h i n ki n g,” he said. company’s capitalisation, to in- 

Nick Bubb, analyst at Socfetd vestors over the nescl ’twcr 
GdmSrale, said rumours about months. 
the future of Mike Metcalf, Other Qty watchers were 
chief executive, had been cir- not so sanguine, though,' with 
culating for some months. Man- one City analyst saym^Ttiorn . - 
agement had come under fire is almost beyond salvage as the - 
for the decision to rent out fur- company is operating in markets 
niture from Radio Rentals that are stnSmaflylfrdedincf.” - 
diops, a strategy which has now TheanahisLcafledfiar the do- , 

be«i abandoned. sure of up to 200 Radio Rentals 

_However, a spokesman for outlets. Thom-oberates 500- . 
Thom hotly disputed specula- Radio Rentals-branded shops^ 
non about Mr Metcalf. He ad- after closing 90 mAprih; The 
■ nutted furniture rental had not company's mokesmatt ^ said 
wen successful through Radio there was an angbmfT "very . 

52 ^ mmageraent critical review" rf &e Radio; - fi ' 
cculd tardlybebhroedforoth- Rentab ■; ; ? V.: 

■■ er problems which had affected As planned. 5ir ^C^in 
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of£S^S«tan , an- 

ufacWrfag.-saiSRitod^ stethcpMpMofafprfc- 

Hoare Govett- Eveu sa. rome The M June terest rate maease, raid David 

said the news should have been S-pwrentm y Owen of Memwort Benson. 

even better. . SSP¥2*rS^fo?Sebasis Stedingdimbedfromtonn- 

“ Manufacturers might have Mw. ae^or-W® der DM3 to pM3B2 y^terd^, 

been expected to respond by ** wh fle the pound’s mtoa^m^ 

cutting M nSull^£Tat The Bank ofEnglancTs next a range o&reaQes- gained 0^ 

to end at 105 J- 
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Risky business, arbitrage, but that’s the point 


'MCI will get taken 

over whether or not 
the merger with BT 
goes through. With so 
many powerful 
investment banks - 
Goldman Sachs, 
Salomon Brothers and 
Merrill Lynch among 
..them - facing losses, 
they have an even 
bigger incentive than 
usual to find an 
alternative bidder" 


S ir Iain Vallancc and his chief executive ai j 
RIJSir ft:ter BonfiekL are not the only ones [ 
praying that MCTs profits warning late last 
week does not prove a deal breaker. It tran- 
spires that die investment banking commu- 
nity’s various arbitrage departments stand to 
lose at least Slbn if the merger fails - prob- 
ably the biggest arbitrage hit of any deal in 
recent memory. Risk arbitrage may be a clean- 
er business than it was when Ivan Booslfy ruled 
the roost, but at least he was well informed. 

This was a merger that looked like an arbi- 
trageur's dream. Both MCI and BT arc big 
and very liquid stocks, but the possibility 
(always more apparent than real) that the 
Federal Communications Commission 
might eventually block the deal meant that 
the value of the deal has never been fully 
reflected in the MCI share price. As a coo- 
| sequence the arbs have been going massively 
long of MCI while at the same lime “short- 
ing*' BT, a spread of approximately 10 per 
cent should the deal eventually go through. 

Paradoxically, the very attractiveness and 
apparently near-certain rewards of the 
spread have led some arbs to adopt a more 
cautious approach. The panic that would set 
jn should the bet go wrong has led some to 
steer clear of the situation. But most have 
piled in like there's no tomorrow. 

What this probably means is that MCI will 
get taken over whether or not the merger with 
BT goes through. With so many powerful 
investment banks- Goldman Sachs, Salomon 
Brothers and Merrill Lynch among them - 


fadng losses, they have an even bigger incen- j 
live than usual to find an alternative HddeT. J 

Harder to gauge is what effect the arbi- ! 
trage positions will have on BTs attempt to 1 
renegotiate the terms of the deaL Some of j 
MCI’s new-found shareholders will be push- 
ing hard for no change, in the lenns on the 
grounds that this will destroy their profit. 
Others will take the view that anything that 
saves the deal, and heads off calamitous 
losses, is worth a try. 

On this front, however, there seems to be 
some hardening of attitudes round at MCI 
itself. MCI directors have already proved their 
independence and determination of mind by 
voting through the extra investment in local 
telecommunications, regardless of anything 
BT might have to say on the matter. Now 
there are muttcrings from the MCI camp that 
nothing justifies a renegotiation of ihe terms 
since BT has had its own share of unantici- 
pated costs since the deal was first struck. 

These include the windfall profits tax and 
the double-whammv effect of the abolition 
of tax credits on dividends. Hie first effect 
is to increase the costs of servicing the pen- 
I sion fund by up to £2Q0ra a year. The sec- 
ond is either to reduce the yield on the stock 
or increase the cost to the' company of ser- 
vicing the dividend. Either way, some MCI 
insiders believe that the unexpected damage 
at BT since the deal was announced is rather 
greater than the unexpected damage at MO. 

The dangers of standoff can readily be seen. 
If the only way that BT can rc-seQ this deal to 


Its shareholders is by renegotiating the terms 
and MQ refuses to do so, thro the whole thing 
is going to collapse. It trill come as Utile con- 
solation to the top brass at BTthatthemon- 
etaiydamagetothemvestmaubankii^cotn- 
munityofs^anoutoarieBgoingtoberatber 
greater than their own loss of face. 

Stock market may 
have lost touch 

T here’s no better contrary indicator, it 
would seem, than a survey of fund man- 
agers' intentions. On the day that Merrill 
Lynch flagged a shift in asset allocation from 
equities into gilts, the stock market reached 
another all-time high and gills fell. 

Bad timing aside, the broker's monthly 
survey made interesting reading. According 
to the study, pension funds have not been 
so keen on gilts since December 1994, i 
when the yield on government bonds was a 
rather more attractive &5 per cent. Net sell- 
ers of UK equities now outnumber net buy- 
ers by I8per cent, the biggest gap for a year. 

One of the reasons for this is more oner- 
ous solvency conditions for pension funds. 
However, it's not all technical. The outlook 
for interest rates has deteriorated sharply 
since Gordon Brown ducked the consumer 
boom two weeks ago. while the resultant 
I soaraway pound means earnings forecasts for 
exporters have been reined in this year and 
! next. And the abolition of the tax credit has 


reduced the dividend stream from shares. 
Many institutions are just fundamentally 
more bearish about equities than they were. 

So why is the stock market riding, high? 
In pari ii shows what an inadequate measure 
of the overall stock market the utility and 
finan dab-dominated FTSE 100 has now 
become. The stock market is also being 
dragged up by the strength of overseas equi- 
ties, particularly Wall Street, against which 
London looks cheap. But it might also sug- 
gests the market has lost touch with reality. 

ICI’s balance sheet 
ready to bubble 

/Charles Miller Smith- ICTfc quiet and 
V-'sligbdy nervy chief executive, was in an 
audacious mood yesterday. He deserved to 
be. In just two months Mr Miller Smith has 
pulled off die transformation of ICI from a 
dull, bulk chemicals giant, battered by ster- 
ling and mood swings in the chemicals cy- 
de. to a higher-margin, more predictable and 
hopefully belter valued beast 
With the disposal yesterday of half ICI's bulk 
chemicals businesses - titanium dioxide, poly- 
ester polymers and polyester Sims - to DuPont 
for £1£^ he has achieved a fantastically good 
price given that these were barely profitable 
concerns. Having paid £5bn for Unilever's 
highly rated, speciality chemicals businesses in 
May, Mr MIDer Smith was under pressure to 
cut debt and find buyers for the commodity 


businesses. Though he. promised to take n° 
more dun three yean to dispose nt £5Ni t*l 
businesses, doubters saw ICI as n f>vc«d 
seller bound to realise poor prices. 

Not so. Mr Miller Smith proved he a 
fast mover, selling ICI's stake in ICI Australia 
for £lbn ju^t two months after the t’nib'er 
deal. He has also shown that in the chemi- 
cals industry a handicap ui one company cuts 
be a prise to another. That DuPont’s share 
j price held up even though it had paid ICI a 
f prinecly sum show, not only the quality n! 
j ICI's Huxidc technology and the geographic 
| fit. but that m iciy tough markets, it is worth 
I coughing up the Cash to get a leading mar- 
' kol pita'tion. ICI demonstrated just that when 
■ il shelled out for the Unilever businesses. 

The wtfe*-wappiRg atmosphere in die ehertt- 
[ teals industry suggests that ICI will get a decent 
price for its remaining bulk chemicals avet* 
j such as ethylene, chlorine, chemicd quarrying 
i and the North American Ti oxide businesses 
J that DuPont chose not to buy. That will 
i improve ICTs balance sheet even further. 

| Having sold off almost £2.9hn ot busi- 
j nesses in just two months, borrowings will 
be around half pre-disposal levels and inter- 
est cover will be very acceptable at over three 
j times. Even if he struggles to sell the rest. 
; the pressure is now off Mr Miller Smith. And 
J having spent 1 1 of his 30 years at Unilever 
; managing precisely those businesses he is 
j now left with, investors can feel reassured 
[ that the new look ICI is in safe hands. The 
! argument for re-rating ICI is compelling. 


SFO head 
calls for 
new body to 
beat fraud 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 

The new head of the Serious 
Fraud Office called yesterday for 
the creation of a single inves- 
tigative body to replace the 
current “fragmented and ineffic- 
ient" structure. Rosalind Wright, 
director of the SFO since April 
also called for the replacement 
of the jury system in complex fi- 
nancial fraud trials and the im- 
position of heavier fines to hit 
offenders “where it hurts them 
most - in their pockets." 

In a letter to the Attorney 
General, Mis Wright criticised 
the duplication of the current 
system for tackling fraud that 
sees responsibility split between 
the SFO, the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service and the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry. 

Issuing her Bret annual report 
since taking the helm at the 
. fraud office. Mrs Wright aigued 
for heavier fines for convicted 
fraudsters and measures to re- 
cover funds that had been salted 
away in anticipation of convic- 
tion. She also recommended the 
creation of a new “fraud" of- 
fence to replace the confusing 
plethora of conspiracy and dis- 
honesty offences in force now. 

Under the current system, a 
group of alleged fraudsters can 


be charged with conspiracy to 
defraud, but an individual can 
only be charged with one of a 
number of statutory offences. 
“This is all very confusing for a 
jury and unnecessarily complex." 

Of the system of trial by jury. 
Mrs Wright said: “In spite of the 
SFO's efforts to cut the number 
of charges, trials have still taken 
too long." She said she was 
hopeful the Law Commission 
would soon recommend a move 
towards a tribunal system. 

While she welcomed the 
Government's recent decision 
to combine the various City reg- 
ulators into a single watchdog 
based on the Securities and In- 
vestment Board, she said it did 
not go far enough. “Responsi- 
bility continues to be divided 
between public bodies and reg- 
ulatory organisations, whose 
powers to gather evidence, pro- 
cedures and punishments aJI 
differ." she said. 

She said it was time to act on 
the recommendations of Lord 
Roskill 1 1 years ago which had 
led to the creation of the SFO. 
He had suggested the creation 
of a single body with responsibi- 
lity for major fraud prosecutions. 
Currently the SFO is limited to 
the investigation and prosecu- 
tion of those fraud cases which 
are “serious and complex". 



DBS confirms action by PIA 


DBS Management, a network 
of personal financial advisers, 
said yesterday it had been in- 
formed that the Personal In- 
vestment Authority (PIA) had 
started disciplinary action 
against its DBS Financial Man- 
agement subsidiary. 

Earlier in the day, in re- 
sponse to an article in The In- 
dependent, DBS said it bad no 
knowledge of any fine to be im- 
posed on it by the PIA over al- 
leged pensions mis-selling. 

The article said a £500,000 


fine, which would be the largest 
made by the PIA for a rule 
breach, was dose to being levied 
by the financial services regu- 
lator. The fine would be an em- 
barrassment to Ken Davy, the 
chairman of DBS. who also 
sits on the PIA board. 

While DBS said it (fid not 
know of any fine, it “considers 
its resources are adequate to 
cover such a penalty in the 
event of h being confirmed". 

It said the article “apparent- 
ly was based on information ob- 


tained in breach of confidence 
from the PIA". 

Shares in DBS, which had ini- 
tially cased 27.5p yesterday 
morning, fell further on the sec- 
ond statement and closed down 
by 67.5p at l,077p. a fall of al- 
most 6 per cent. 

DBS confirmed its commit- 
ment to ensure that any in- 
vestors who bought personal 
pensions through its members 
were properly dealt with under 
the terms of the pensions review 
by the Securities and Invest- 


ments Board. It said it had made 
substantial provisions to cover 
the costs of accelerating the re- 
view. 

DBS. based in Huddendield. 
represents more than i.Titl in- 
dependent financial advisers. 
The company provides compli- 
ance and regulatory help in 
return for a aslice of the com- 
mission from each adviser. 

The company was founded in 
the I97(ls by Mr Davy and be- 
came a network in the 19WK It 
floated on AIM two years .ig>v 


Iraq’s export plans push down oil prices 


The price of oil fell yesterday af- 
ter the United Nations an- 
nounced the resumption of oil 
exports from Iraq. Although it 
was not clear when the “oil for 
food" aid plan would start, the 
news prompted a wave of sell- 
ing on the International Pe- 
troleum Exchange. 

The price of Brent oil futures, 

1 the benchmark, fell from S1&40 
a barrel to SI7.92 within IS min- 


utes and later declined further 
to a low of SI7.85. 

Staflan de Mxstura. the UN's 
representative in Baghdad, said 
the text of the agreement need- 
ed to be finalised. “We believe 
the process will be concluded by 
next Monday." he said. 

When Iraqi sales resume, it 
will marie the country's first ex- 
ports since the end of the Gulf 
War. 


A statement from the IPE 
said: “As soon as the news was 
announced Brent prices began 
to spiral downwards." It said 
the vofanne of trade rose to more 
than double the recent average 
daily trading volume. 

The oil price was further de- 
pressed by confirmation from 
the German Economics Ministry 
that il would start selling 50 mil- 
lion barrels from the country’s 


Rosalind Wright: In favour of replacing jury trials with a 
tribunal system in financial fraud cases 


Amercury 


oil reserves beginning on 4 Au- 
gust. 

Germany planned to raise 
around DM40Om I £1 33m I this 
year and a further DMSOOm in 
1998 from oil sales, a ministry 
spokeswoman said. The gov- 
ernment announced last week 
il would sell reserves to try to 
reduce its budget deficit enough 
to qualify for the single Euro- 
pean currency. 


CABLE & WIRELESS 


Other recommendations in- 
cluded giving judges powers 
currently enjoyed by financial 
regulators, such as closing down 
or suspending businesses sus- 
pected of being fraudulently 
run. Mis Wright said judges 
should be able to impose puni- 
tive fines and disqualify fraud- 
sters from soliciting or managing 
investments by the public 
The need to strengthen anti- 
fraud legislation was unde rlined 
by figures in the SFO annual re- 


port showing an increase in the 
number of cases of suspected 
fraud against investors from 29 
to 42 during the past year. The 
SFO said the buoyant economy 
was a big factor. 

“We are disturbed that so 
many people are being de- 
frauded. It is also noticeable that 
many of these cases concern in- 
vestments which are not regu- 
lated under the Financial 
Services Act. Compensation is 
therefore not available." 


IN BRIEF 

Ashtead profit share double staff's pay 

Four depot managers at Ashtead more than doubled their pay 
last year after the plant hire group shared out a record £3.1m 
bonus amongst its workforce of 2J268. The group refused to dis- 
close the act mil figures, but the average manager, who cams some- 
what over £20,000 a year, saw a 22 per cent uplift from the profit 
share, with most ordinaiy employees receiving 10 per cent- The 
company said il was seeing an increase in market demand for the 
first time since 1990 as it unveiled a 68 per cent rise in profits to 
£2S.3m for the year to April. Annual dividends are to go up by 
a fifth to 3.65p a share. Investment column, page 20 

BAA granted £125m loan for rail link 

The European Investment Bank has granted a £I25m loan to BAA 
to support the construction of the Heathrow Express railway link 
between Heathrow airport and Paddington Station, London. The 
rafl works involved upgrading and electrification of 18 km of exist- 
ing Rail track fine, the construction of a 7km spur, mainly under- 
ground to the airport, two new stations and other infrastructure, 
the bank said. 

Ascot to start disposal programme 

Ascot, the e ngmee ring- tCHrhemicals group, is to embark on a large 
scale disposal programme in die wake of last years £277m ac- 
s.quisition of Suter, the mini-conglomerate. It is planning to sell | 
MlRico, its South African fridge business. Presto, which makes cut- , 
ting tools and Depiiex, which sells beaucy therapy equipment, with- I 
in the next few months. Its car parts division is likely to be sold 
within a year. “I do not like conglomerates and we will make two 
or three divestments in the second half of the year." said Howard 
Dyer chairman, who also announced the appointment of John 
Grant, former finance director at LucasVarity, as its new chief 
executive. Investment Column, page 20 

British Midland signs deal with Airbus 

British Midland has signed a contract for 1 1 Airbus Industrie A320 
and nine A321 jets. Airbus said in a statement. The deal com- 
prises the outright purchase of eighL planes and the leasing of 
die remaining 12 through International Lease Finance Carp. Do- 
liveries will start in spring 199S. 

Ofwat agrees to licence amendments 

Ofwat, the water regulator, has agreed amendments to North West 
l Water's licence to ensure the separation of the business from its 
sister company Norwich ond sflfcjimrd ihc interests of itsoistomcrs. 
Both companies are owned by United Utilities. North Wfest Water 
will conduct its business as though it were substantially the com- 
panv’s only business and a separate company from Norweb. 


Brent Walker 
threatens to 
sue GrandMet 


Andrew Yates 

Brent Wdker, the debt-laden 
leisure group, plans to make a 
fresh legal assault against 
Grand Metropolitan over the 
long-running dispute sur- 
rounding William Hill, one of 
the largest betting chains in the 
UK. The move, which could see 
, Brent Walker making a claim 
for£IQ0ra. casts anoLher shad- 
ow over GrandMet's proposed 
£24bn merger with Guinness. 

Sir Brian Gosweil, Brent 
Walker’s chairman, said yes- 
terday. “We believe GrandMet 
should pay us interest on the 
amount we overpaid for 
William Hill. Unless we can 
reach a settlement quickly, and 
there is no sign that we can do 
so, then we will take the mat- 
ter to the courts." 

It is die latest twist in a long- 
running legal wrangle that 
steins from Brent Walker's 
£685m acquisition of William 
Hill in 1989. Brent Walker 
claimed that GrandMet over- 
stated William Hill's profits 
and that therefore it had paid 
too much for the business. 

Arthur Andersen, the ac- 
countancy firm acting as inde- 
pendent arbitrators, ruled last 
October that Brent \%lkerhad 
indeed overpaid by £117-5m. 
But it only received £36m as iL 
had already withheld £50m 
from the final payment for 
William H31 and v^-as charged in- 
terest on the monev owed. Now 


Brent Whiter is claiming it, in 
turn, is still owed interest on the 
£1 17.5m it was deemed to have 
overpaid, which it estimates 
amounts to £10Qm. 

Sir Brian and George Bull, his 
counterpart at GrandMet, have 
held numerous talks about com- 
pensation owing, but discussions 
remain deadlocked. GrandMet 
has resolutely refused to pay a 
penny as it believes the original 
contract to sell William Hill 
made no provision to cover 
interest payments. 

The matter has been passed 
on to the companies’ lawyers. If 
(bey cannot hammer out a deal 
soon. Brent Walker plans to sue 
GrandMet. 

Brent Walker is in the process 
of selling William Hill in an at- 
tempt to reduce its£l.2bn debt 
mountain. Even if it disposes of 
the belting chain, however, it 
will be able to pursue its legal 
case against GrandMeL. Sir 
Brian has received several of- 
fers for the business, including 
bids from Bass and CinVen. the 
venture capitalist group. Some 
of the bids arc thought to exceed 
earlier estimates of £650m. It 
plans to whittle down the field 
to several leading candidates 
within the next few weeks. 

GrandMet will be keen to 
settle the dispute once and for 
all before merging with Guinness. 
Analysts believe it may be will- 
ing to pay some compensation to 
Brent Vfelker, although it would 
baulk at forking out £100m. 


THE MOST POWERFUL 
ARGUMENT FOR SWITCHING 
TO MERCURY IS MONEY. 
POTS OF MONEY. LOAPS OF 
GLORIOUS. LOVELY 
SACKLOAPS OF MONEY. 



GUARANTEED CHEAPER CALL BILLS OR 
DOUBLE YOUR MONEY BACK. 
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Man Utd on 
lookout for 


acquisitions 
in Far East 


Andrew Yates 


Manchester United, the UK's 

best-supported football dub, 
is understood to be eyeing up 
acquisitions in the Far EasL 
Speculation is mounting that it 
is set to become the first Eng- 
lish club to bint or take a stake 
in a foreign football club. 

It is believed to be scouring 
Thailand. Malaysia, Singapore 
and Indonesia for taigets. It 
would also love to tap into the 
Chinese market, where it re- 
cently went on tour and where 
the game is rapidly growing in 
popularity 

In the past few weeks Unit- 
ed has appointed Hong Kong- 
based HSBC investment bank 
os advisers, a move that has 
been interpreted by observers 
as a forerunner to acquisitions. 

“You don’t employ corporate 
financiers for nothing. You em- 
ploy them to look for acquisi- 
tions. The Rir East is an obvious 
place to look," said one source. 

Vinay Bedi, a football analyst 
with Wise Speke, believes 
United is most likely to lead the 
way among British dubs seek- 
ing to expand abroad. 


'‘Acquisitions in the Far East 
are very possible in due course 
for many of the leading Pre- 
miership dubs. I would not be 
surprised if Manchester Unit- 
ed was at the forefront of that 
initiative,’’ he said yesterday. 

United's chief executive, 
Martin Edwards, has already 
made it dear that he wants to 
expand the dub's operations in 
the Far East. He recently 
employed Peter Kenyon, a for- 
mer executive at United’s kit 
sponsors, CJmbro, as deputy 
chief executive to oversee global 
expansion. 

Hie dub has just opened an 
office and shop in China, from 
where it will co-ordinate its 
Far East operations. It already 
has shops in Thailand, Hong 
Kong,, Singapore and Malaysia, 
where it is marketing its brands 
heavily. 

If these prove a success it 
i to roll out stores across the 
■ East. Sources suggest buy- 
ing aciub in the Far East would 
be a natural way to boost mer- 
chandise sales in these stores. 

“It is no secret that we are in- 
terested in the Far East We are 
looking at opportunities over 



Martin Edwards: has raised more than £2.9m by selling 405,000 stares in the efub 


there,” a spokesman for Unit- 
ed said yesterday. 

Meanwhile, Mr Edwards has 
raised more than £Z9m by sell- 
ing 405,000 shares in die dub. 
Family trusts controlled by Mr 
L500.C 


Edwards have also sold 500,000 


shares for £3.25m. Mr Edwards, 
who once held 24 per cent of the 
dub, has gradually been re- 
ducing his stake over, the 
few years and now owns 
than 15 per cent 
It is understood he sold the 


shares to satisfy the demand for 
new stock from one large insti- 
tution. He is believed to have 
sold the shares in the family 
trusts on advice that the trusts’ 
assets were too heavily reliant 
on United’s share price. 


Cavaghan hit by BSE 


Njgef Cope 


Cavaghan & Grey, the food 
group, said the BSE problem 
had “significantly affected the 
business and wffl continue to 
affect sales". Though pre-tax 
profits rose by £5.4m to £7 Jim, 
sales at the frozen food retailing 
business were £8-3m lower at 
£39.4m due largely to a 40 per 
cent slump in sales of beef 
products. 

In frozen food catering, op- 
erating profits were also affec- 
ted by the BSE issue. However, 
the company said it was devel- 
oping a larger range of fish and 
vegetable based products to 
reflect changing consumer 
purchasing trends. 


Management said the com- 
pany’s chilled prepared foods 
business, which makes ready 
made meals for Marks & 
Spencer, had a programme of 
new product launches in place 
for autumn and Christmas. It 
said these, together with cost- 
cutting and the benefits from its 


for die 


left the group wdl pi 
current year. 

Group pre-tax profits were 
£5 .5m compared with £988^000 
the previous year when the fig- 
ures were scarred by £2.7 in of 
exceptional charges, largely re- 
lated to stock write-offs caused 
by “mad cow disease The 
final dividend was 3.7p. The 
shares were unchanged at 60p. 


Burton seeks name 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Burton Gzour the zetailerwhxh 
announced plans to demerge its 
Debenhams department stores 
operation last week, has 
launched a competition to decide 


the new name of its multiples 
businesses which indude Burton 
Menswear, Dorothy Perkins, 
lop Shop and Principles. 

The competition is open to 
the public and the prize is a two- 
week holiday for two on a 
tropical island. Accommodation 
will be in a luxury hotel and the 
winner will be given £1,000. 

**We had said we would 
decide the name with a compet- 
ition and this is just clarifying 


die rules,” a Burton spokesper- 
son said. The company said it 
retained the right to “alter 
develop, or build on a winning 
suggestion'’ in determining the 
ultimate name of the company, 
which also operates Raring 
Green and Evans stores. 

Insiders say Mr Hoemer, a 
Mid-western American, might 
be keen on Nebraska pic. As the 
rules do not bar Burton 
employees from entering, he is 
free to send himself a sugges- 
tion. Entries must be received 
by 31 August The winner will 
be decidedby 10 September. . 

Entries m writing to: John 
Hoana; diief.ext^uthv, Burton 
Group, 10'Gnat'Casde Street, 
London, WIN 7 AD. 
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FREE : Thai food dish 

up to the value of £8 


fT^fee Independent and Inde- 
I pendent on Sunday are 
JL giving you the opportunity 
to claim a free Thai food dish up 
to the value of £8 at a selection 
of Thai restaurants. 


SOMTAM (Green Papaya Salad) 


ingredients (T serving) 


By using the voucher (previous- 
ly printed on July 12th, 13th and 
14th - a further voucher will be 


4ozf120g . 
1 dove 

1 tbsp/15ml 

2 

4-5 


Grated raw green 
Garlic (sma 
Roasted peanuts 
Medium fresh red or 
Long beans f 


in chillies 
r into 171 -25cm 



your Free Thai food dish, per 
table reservation from the main 
menu up to the value of £8 at one 
of 41 participating restaurants. 


2 tbsp/30ml 
1 tbsp/l5ml 
2tbsp/30rrri 
1 tbsp/l5mf 
1 


beans as a substitute) 

;h Sauce 
Dried Shrimp (ground) 

Lemon juice 

Sugar . 

Medium-sized Tomato (sliced into rounds) 
Lettuce and parsley to garnish 


Method 


The list of participating restau- 
lublished 


rants previously pumisnea in 
The Independent and Indepen- 
dent on Su: " ~ * 


1. Use a hand grater sliding the vegetable down its whole length in or- 
der to obtain the longest possible gratings. If green papaya is not 
available, grated carrot or finely shredded white cabbage could be 
used as substitutes. 


unday on July!2th and 



2. Pound the papaya with the garfic either in a day mortar or mixing 
and squeezing ft gently with a spoon in a bowl. 


All the participatingi^staurants 
are members of the Thai Restau- 
rant Association (UK). 


3. With a 
together, 


and mortar or in a bow}, gently mix. all toe ingredients 
then adding toe Squids. 


ling with the hardest and 


HOW TO BOOK 

Firstly, phone up the restau- 
rant of your choice from the 
list published and identify 
yourself as an Independent 
diner. You will need to check 
with the individual restau- 
rants for their opening times 
and pre-booking is essential. 
Then simply cut out the vouch- 
er and take it to the restaurant 
of your choice and present it 
at the time of order; indicating 
either a starter or a main dish 
from the full priced menu that 
you wish to claim as your free 
dish. The vouchers can be used 
until 31st August 1997. 

So, vrhy not bring a spot of Thailand to 
your palate, whether it’s dumplings, in- 
tensely flavoured soups, pad Thai, sa- 
tay, spicy salads, mouthwatering currys 
or sweet sticky rice! The choice is 


4. Alternate pounding and. turning 
with a spoon until aD are thorougn- 
ly blended. 


5. Turn onto a serving plate lined 
with lettuce and parsley 




Serve either as a starter or ideally 
served with sticky rice 


The Taste of Thailand by Vatcharin 
Bhurnichitr published by PaviRon 
Books 
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vours. 

fcorvectnu The Thai Than! restaurant, Streathua, 
SW IS was printed with the in&imci phone numbs*. The 
nrrwl number i* MSI TGS 1321 
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Capital Corporation, the Lon- 
don casinos group which has jnst 
gnnft thmngh a hig managem ent 
upheaval, looks set to run into 
further controversy following 
tbfc disclosure that John Dun- 
kffeyja executive director, made 
£■£0,000 fromaa option deal in 
June. The company notified the 
Stock Exchange yester day that 
Mr Dunkfey had sold 333,196 
shares at 186p each on 26 June, 
the day after he had exercised the 
same number of “management 
warrants’’ equivalent to 
options - at 90p each. 

Capital is in the midst of an 
inquiry being conducted by the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission following the £l92m 
hostile bid from toe rival Lon- 
don Clubs International group 
earlier this year. The 47 for 100 
all-paper offerwould today be 
worth I75p a share, with Lon- 
don Qubs up 2J>p at 373p yes- 
terday, bad it not lapsed 
following the announcement 
of the MMC investigation. Cap- 
ital’s shares were up lp to 
183-5p yesterday. 

Capital revealed two months 
ago that its chairman, Gariy 
Nesbitt, was stepping down to 
be replaced by Ernest Sharp, a 
former director of Grand Met- 
ropolitan. Mr Nesbitt was the 
target of critirism over the com- 
pany’s poor management con- 
trols, most notably over wine 
purchasing. Some of _ the 
sharpest attacks were said to 
have came from Kenneth 
Thompson, a former director of 
Royal Batik of Scotland and 
Glaxo, who was Capital's acting 
chief executive for a spell last 
year. He also stepped down as 
a non-executive director in May. 

A spokesman yesterday de- 
fended the share sale by Mr 
Dunkley, who is said to be con- 
sidering a property purchase, 
pointing out that the bid and the 
impending interim results an- 
nouncement had reduced the 
opportunities for transactions. 
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A shtead has appeared 
to defy gravity ^ since 


: inventing itself as an 
'outsourcer" of industrial 
equipment in the early 1990s. 
Over the past five yeans it has 
roughly quadrupled its share 
of the non -operated plant hire 
market to 14 per cent, making 
it the biggest in the UK, de- 
spite one of the deepest build- 
ing slumps since the tVar. And 
its pure rental profits, stripping 
out equipment sales, now put 
it ahead of Hewdea-Stuait, the 
grand oki man of the industry. 

As Ashtead founders Peter 
Lews, chairman, and George 
Burnett, managing director, 
were reminding . their in- 
vestors yesterday, sharehold- 
ers have enjoyed a 50 per cent 
compound ann ual growth in 
returns over the same five- 
year period. 

The occasion for ail this 
crowing was the announce- 
ment of a 68 per cent rise in 
profits to £283m for the year 
to ApriL The figures were un- 
doubtedly boosted by acquisi- 
tions, of which the main ones 
were McLean in the US and 
Leada Acrow in the UK, ac- 
quired for £35m in February 
1996. Leaving those aside, 
along with some smaller pur- 
chases during the past year, 
nearly half the 54 per cent jump 
in sales to £148m was gener- 
ated from existing operations. 

So even if .much of 
Ashtead 's extraordinary ex- 


tricity industries starting to 
spend again, the UK back- 
ground looks better than it has 
for some time^Meanwhile, m 
the US, where growth in an 

underdeveloped market is 
forecast at 20 per cent this year, 

the prospects appear even 

Profits from Sunbelt, which 
operates in seven south- 
eastern states, nearly tripled 
from £4.lm to £11.7m last 
year. Mr Lewis reckons they 
can more than triple the com- 
pany’s profit centres from 30 
to 100 before moving into 
Texas and also possibly the 
West Coast 

Meantime. group profits of 
£34J5m this year would put the 


shares, up lOp to 302_5p, on a 
d multiple of 16. Still- 


forward multiple 
reasonable value. 


Currency fears 
knock Ellis 


G 


panskm has been acquired, it 
has also proved itself c 


capable 
of growing the business. Much 
of that is due to heavy invest- 
ment, backed by prodigious 
cash flow, at a time when 
rivals have not had the balance 
sheet strength to gear up. Last 
year saw capital expenditure 
on plant rise 23 per cent to 
£945nx.with some 60 percent 
of that covered by cash flow of 
£57.4m.With a similar sort of 
expenditure pencilled in for 
the current year, Ashtead, as 
one of the few large players to 
emerge in plant hire, should be 
weD placed for aj^i^fr^inn 
bunding' and! construction 
sector which has increasingly 
divested its own plant and 
equipment. 

The group has had tittle hefp 
from any revival in the market 
thus far. Rental rates dipped 
another 5 per cent last year, 
leaving them some 30 per cent 
below 1989 levels, mid oper- 
ating margins in the UK fell 
from 18il to 17 per cent But, 
significantly, Ashtead pushed 
through its first price rises for 
around eight years in April 
and, although small, they ap- 
pear to be sticking. . 

With the fashion to out- 
source gat h ering momentum 
and the water, gas and elec- 


(hemtcais group Ellis & 
. Everard has come back 
'down to earth with a 
bump in the last .six months. 
Bar four years from 1993-96 
the company saw its shares 
bound ahead as a series of 
small acquisitions combined 
with decent organic growth to 
restore profits after a setback 
in 1992. The company has 
gradually carved out a niche 
buying balk chemicals, break- 
ing them down and supplying 
smaller companies which the 
big manufacturers choose not 
to supply directly 
But this year Ellis & Ever- 
ard shares have lost almost 25 
■ cent of their value, falling 


per a 

from a hi gh of 320p in Janu- 
ary to 240p, up L5p yesterday. 
What happened? Most of the 


collapse seems to have beed 

due to negative sentiment SBr- 

rounding the sector as a result 
of currency concerns. This a a 
bit harsh on Ellis, which does 
not have much of an export 
business. However, prate 
from its low margin US oper- 
ations ore at risk from thejcur« 
rency impact of translating 
them from dollars.. Another 
factor depressing the snares 
wasa broker shifting* big hne 

of stock a few weeks ago, : 

profits for the year to April v 
were 16 per cent ahead at 
£29.6m. which was in lme with 

s sssgj 

profits in the second half of the 

period and, if rates remam r 
broadlv unchanged, the hit- 
will be' about the same m the 
firat half of this year- y 

Eight acquisitions in the 
last financial year took Ellis 
further into the US, which al- 
ready accounts for a half of 
group sales. Yesterday it an- 
nounced the acquisition of 
Mozel, a speciality chemicals 
distribution group fbr£I3-lm. 
Though the operating margins 
are poor - £13m profit on 
£62m of sales - EUis chief 
executive Peter Wood reckons . 
ir can improve margins to 3 per 

EUis & Everard wfli remain 
vulnerable to tbc current jitters 
about the chemicals sector. But . 
it is a well-managed business 
which has shown itself prudent 
in both cost-cutting and ac- 
quisitions. On Kleinwort Ben- 
son’s current year forecast of 
£34m, the shares trade on a 
forward rating of just over 9. 
While the stock may tread 
water in the short term due to 


the strong pound, this lowly 
}uld make t 


rating could make them an at- 
tractive, low-risk bet. 


Ashtead: At a glance 


Market wdtw: £ 477 m. share price 302 . 5 p 

Five-year record 1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1 -- ■■ m 


‘. 873 , 


mm 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 2.8 

7.0 

13.6 

16.8 

2S3 - 

Koraras mm:. 

.j&£C 

foteiV; 

isi; : 


WvW&Bdsf»r stare (p) 1.38 

1.73 

253 

3.04 

3.65 


Operating margins 

* 

25 — 



Share price 

pence 

350 



Ascot to start Suter sell-off 


I nvestors expected great 
things of Ascot when 
Howard Dyer arrived as 
chairman. Mr Dyer had built 
up a strong City following as 
a successful director of 
Williams and then at toy re- 
tailer Hamleys, where he was 
credited with turning round a 
group which seemed in ter- 
minal decline. So his first big 
acquisition at Ascot, the 
£277m purchase of mini- 
conglomerate Suter last sum- 
mer. was greeted with some 
optimism. 

Since then, however, the 
shares have lost their gloss, 
failing by more, than a thud. 
Ascot has plenty of reasons to 
explain the falL Conglomer- 
ates, especially small ones, 
have fallen out of fashion with 
investors it says. Former Suter 
shareholders who received 


part of their payment in Ascot 
shares have also been selling 
their stakes. And Mr Dyer 
recognises Ascot’s price had 
got ahead of itself, trading well 
above net asset value. 

The fact remains thnt Mr 
Dyer has done very little with 
Sifter’s businesses so far. A few 
of Ascot’s old assets, such as 
hotels and pubs, have been 
sold but big disposals have 
been conspicuous by their 
absence. 

That is about to change. 
Rico, its South African fridge 
business. Presto, which makes 
cutting tools and Depilex, 
which sells beauty therapy 
equipment, are likely to go 
within the next few months. 

The car parts division is likely 

to be sold within the year. 

That will leave Ascot as an 
engineering and chemicals 


business and when, the dust 


hired another city heavy- 
weight. former LucasVarity. 
finance director John Grant, as 
chief executive to help hair get- 
on with the job. It looks a 
sound appointment. After all,- 
Mr Grant in effect ran Lucas- 
Varity for the best.partofa 
year when George Simps o n ' 
ran off to join GEC.\ . ■' 

Kleinwort Benson forecasts 
current year profits of £28m, ■: 
putting the shares, up frp co 
238.5p yesterday, jjn ’ a - 
prospective p/e ratio of 9_Mr 
Dyer needs to make a docent 
acquisition to return Assot^s 
share price to its former gkay. 
That said, the shares 
probably reached the 
and should begin tQ 
the sell-off starts. - 
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^THE INDEPENDENT 


Win a Year’s Travel Insurance with 

BURMravdCovCTj t, 


nssA muscoum 

FOR EWff READER 


Leading travel insurer BUPA 
TravdCover is offering three 
lucky Independent readers the 
opportunity to win a year's 
complimentary insurance 
with a Premier Annual 
TravelCover policy. 


Benefits include medical 
cover of up to £I0minion, 
cover for unlimited trips 
abroad (up to 183 days per 
year), as well as cover for 
baggage loss fop to £1500) 
amd trip cancellation (up to 
£5000). 


leave your answer to the 
question below, together with 
your name and address. ■ 

What was last year’s most 
popular long haul destination 
from the UK? 

a) . Alaska 

b) Dominican Republican 

c) Singapore 
Call: 


(W 3 U 563 SZ‘> 


Has, aH Independent readers 
are eEg&k for a 10% dbcooBl 
Off SOPA’s Premier Annual 
HivdCntr FoBcj from now 
<mtQ the end of August 1997. 
Call BUPA TravdCover on 0990 
8585X5, aad quote “ The 
Independent*. 

CjBi am S3pftsin« sfl ons. Winer pfcfccdil ctatfan »3er Bees itatJi k<l* ion 
U»ai Nc^bikt PotiBihfatt mtg aooh. B<3tcr^ teaaca g agj. 


To enter the competition, 
simply dial the number, and 




Net. Income. 


The Internet can boost your 
company's Income. As tong as 
you make the right choice. 
WorldCom own UUNET. the 
world's first end largest Internet 
provider. Together we’ll help 
you increase your net worth. 


W") RLB 

COM 


Freephone 
° 8 oo o 18 18 18 


o h i. o ct- ; .<= 

TELECOM if. L! M C A T : o N S 


or browse http://www.wtoro.ai uk 

or tax 0171 750 32,0 
Voice - Date - internet 


10 Furnt pic. CO. LOi'Zor. EC.-iV, -R- 
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Preference for gilts fails to slow Footsie’s record run 
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£ .'737, 4m shares, 
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Share spotlight 


On the day Merrill Lynch de- 
are ti fund managers 
were keen seDers" of equities 
Foutsie stretched to Tpeak, 
S 3 ^ 57.9 points to 4,857.4. 

*ne US investment house 
regularly polls institutional in- 
vestors for their views on the 
stock market 

The latest survey, published 
yesterday, said: “Fund man . 
a S ers are looking to raise their 
exposure to UK gilts and 
reduce their exposure to UK 
equities." It said buyers of 
Government slocks out mim - 
t«red sellers by 29 per cent - 
the largest majority since 
December, 1994. 

Managers were swi tching to 

Government stocks, it con- 






* Ultra (UIU 

few expected economic activ- 
ity to strengthen. The abolition 
of tax credits was another in- 
hibiting influence. 

Menill Lynch's Bijal S hah 
said the survey “indicated 


some nervousness among pro- 
fessional investors” but they 
could be buying “despite their 
misgivings”. 

The securities house's cur- 
rent year-end Footsie forecast 
is 5,000 points. 

Although Merrill Lynch had 
the misfortune to publish a 
bearish survey when the stock 
market was in rampant form, 
it called pharmaceuticals cor- 
rectly. Drugs were favoured by 
fund managers and they were 
in the forefront of yesterday's 
surge, which occurred aga inst 
the backdrop of unexceptional 
trading levels. 

US influences were mainly 
behind the outbreak of dreg en- 
thusiasm. The British drugs 
contingent has yet to enjoy the 
sort of ratings which most of 
their transatlantic counterparts 
are accorded and the US in- 
terest was said to reflect New 
York's search for cheap stock. 

A buy circular from NatWsst 
Securities was another factor 
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MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


and, just to keep the pot boil- 


which has been linked with al- 
most every drug company of 
note, is due to disclose sales fig- 
ures this week. Such is the few 
of expectation in the industry 
that any statement from 
Roche, no matter how mun- 
dane, is regarded as having the 
potential to create excitement. 

So Glaxo Wellcome jumped 

59Jp to L37&5K Zeneca, 
where takeover hopes still 
linger, 7EL5p to 2,L58_5p and 
SmithKtine Beecham 43p to 
l,247p. Even British Biotech 
joined the advance, up 125p to 
167p. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries led the blue-chip charge 


with a 69.5p gain to 8S0p as the 
S3bn bulk chemicals sale to El 
DeFont de Nemours, the US gi- 
ant, captivated the market with 
talk I Cl could hit LOOOp. 

The group, which has sadly 
underperformed in recent 
years, is attracting growing US 
support and its ADRs touched 
a 12-month hij’h in New York- 

Once again it was a case of 
two markets - the blue chips 
and the rest Much of the in- 
vestment activity was concen- 
trated among the leaders with 
the second and third liners 
largely neglected. Indeed, the 
FTSE Small Cap index man- 
aged a 1 point gain to 2^205.4. 

BT, after Friday’s shock 
profit warning from its in- 


tended US partner, MCL had 
another busy line session with 
the shares gaining 16p to 
456-5p. Desperate attempts 
by arbitrageurs to dose tbeir 
positions was lamely respon- 
sible for the partial recovery. 

Storehouse finned to 212?. 
BZW, the investment house 
which has been a long time 
bear, has taken the shares on 
its sell list. In the past year 
Storehouse has fallen from 
3l9p to 1855p shortly before 
last week’s moderately better- 
t tum-expected trading update. 

Another far from buoyant 
retailer, WH Smith, put on 9p 
to 3505p. partly on takwwer 
hopes with Tfesco regarded as 
the most likely bidder. Tesco 
and the other superstores 
which had strong runs last 
week eased on profit taking. 

Some of the hard pressed ex- 
porters perked up. Wolseley, 
the b uilding materials distrib- 
utor, hardened 23p to 456 Jp 
and Cookson, the industrial 


materials group, put on Sp lo 
194-5p. David S Smith, the pa- 
per and packaging group, rose 
15 p from its 12 -month low to 
184 op as a hovering line was 
cleared. Year’s results are due 
tomorrow with around f 90m 
(against £125m) expected. 

Rolls-ltayce, however, dived 
a further 8.5p to 216p, 
equalling their year's low, and 
Tborn found yet another rest- 
ing place following its de- 
mnmr from EMI, felting 18 jp 
to 1585p following a profits 
warning- 

Manchester Utd firmed to 
fi51p after chief executive Mar- 
tin Edwards sold 405.000 

shares at 560p. 

Barr & Wallace Arnold 
bounded a further 26p to 
3 l 6 _ 5 p on the planned sale of 
its leisure division and DBS 
Management, the financial 
group, lost 67 jp to 1,077 Jp as 
the Personal Investment Au- 
thority confirmed it had start- 
ed disci plinary action. 


Taking Stock 


O Friendly Hotels is thought 
to have d inched the sale of 
its loss-making office services 
division which has been on 
the mar ket for more than a 
yean The deal wiD allow it to 
concentrate on its hotels, 
strengthened by its links with 

US group Choice Hotels In- 
ternational. Whispers of 
takeover action refuse to die 
although a hostile bid would 
be difficult to negotiate. The 
shares are 139-5p. 

□ Arcon International, the 
Irish zinc-lead miner, is plan- 
ning to demerge its oil and 
gas operations through the 
creation of a company, Provi- 
dence Resources, which will 
be floated on the Irish Stock 
Exchange. 

□ Cammell Laird, the ship 
repairer, closed at 1145p af- 
ter being launched at lOOp 
through an institutional plac- 
ing. 
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Technology set to show its 
strength in currency debate 



S terling officially bade at 
DM3.00? The dollar at a six- 
year high? The first has hap- 
pened despite the widespread view 
that this is not sustainable; the 
second despite a widening current 
account deficit. Why are these 
seemingly perverse things taking 
place? Have the markets gone mad? 

Not really. What has taken place 
in die past few weeks has been that 
the perceived status of the euro has 
shifted in a quite extraordinary way. 
Sterling and the dollar are attrac- 
tive partly because of interest rate 
expectations, but that is only a sur- 
face reason, for we all knew weeks 
ago that rates on both sides of the 
Atlantic would move higher this 
year. The underlying reason for the 
change in sentiment is because 
investors do not want to hold any 
currencies which might be con- 
verted into the euro. Sterling and 
the dollar are safe havens. 

The markets still seem to believe 
the euro will happen. They reckon 



change rates rather than taking 
those banded down by the market. 

Speed? As telecommunications 
links, tills and card verification all 


continue to improve, soon card 
wfli become signify . 


Hamish 

McRae 


transactions ^ 

cantly quicker than cash ones. 

And finally security here there 
axe two camps. One reckons it will 
be possible to make credit (or 
debit) card transactions totally se- 
cure by adding voice recognition, or 
a palm-print reader. The other 


them to concentrate production in 
the kjwest-cost areas, rather than 
source locally and charge higher 
prices in high-cost locations. 

Technology cannot force com- 
mon pricing to the same extent that 
a common currency would do, but 
it is going to make pricing more 
transparent and the more it does 
so, the more pressure there wflj be 
cm producers not to over-price. The 
mechanism here is the Internet, or 
rather some refinement of what is 


it may even happen on time, though 
ss likely 


Our leaders 
aren't making 
contingency 
plans. The 
private sector is 
doing it for them 


I transactions is the smart card. 

The prototype here is Mondex, 
the card developed by a consortium 
led by NatWest, where the value is 
embedded in the card and de- 
ducted each time it is used. The 
card could be recharged at points 
in h a nk s and retailers, rather like 
cash dispenses Interestingly, Mco- 


still a crude prototype of what 
aters will become. 


this looks less likely by the day. But 
it has become radically more likely 
that, if it does happen on time, it 
will be a weak currency. The ten- 
sions that this might create, in par- 
ticular in Germany which would 
have exchanged the mark for the 
euro, hardly bear thinking about 
1 happen to think that the proba- 
bility of the euro happening during 
the next 10 years are less than evens. 
That is still a minority view, but the 
balance is swinging that way. 

Given the increasing likelihood 
of failure, or at least delay, you 
would imagine that our European 
leaders were doing some contin- 
gency planning. How might Euro- 
pean economic integration be 
pushed forward in the absence of 
a single currency*? They aren't Or 
at least if they are not a squeak has 
emerged. 

Fortunately, however, the private 
sector is doing it for them. There 
are a number of practical reasons 
why currencies will become less of 
a barrier to international move- 
ments of trade and finance thanks 
to technological advance. If the 
politicians make a mess, technol- 
ogy will rescue them. 


Some examples. The most obvi- 
ous is the way in which, for retail 
payments, credit cards are gradu- 


ally bringing the benefits of an 
rnatianal < 


renew. 

merit there are still barriers in 
transaction cost, currency conver- 
sion, speed and security. But the 
shift to debit cards is cutting trans- 
action costs dramatically: in the US 
this is typically about one-third of 
a credit card. 

As the experience of the tele- 
phone companies in handling 
micro-payments is applied to 
retailing more generally the trans- 
action cost of electronic sales could 
fan to fractions of a penny -Just like 
the transaction cost of a phone calL 

Currency? Technically it would 
be possible to have instant currency 
conversion, so that the purchaser 
would see the price in his or her 
local currency, and pay that precise 
price. We are not there yet, though 
an interesting intermediate stage 
has been reached at Heathrow, 
where some of the shops offer their 
own (more favourable) exchange 
rate for non-sterling purchases, in 
effect making up their own ex- 


dex has been bought by Mastercard. 
From the point of view of the sup- 
plier, the smart card has enormous 
attractions. The ‘‘money” is carried 
around by the user, just like cash, 
so there is no senous security 
problem. All that can be lost is the 
cash embedded in the card. 

The cash could also be with- 
drawn in any currency, just like a 
credit card, so in theory u could be 
a new international currency, usable 
anywhere in the world, whether 
people want to use it is less dear. 

simply do not know. But if Mon- 
dex and its successors do not fly it 
will be for social reasons, not tech- 
nical ones. 

Fixing retail transactions within 
Europe so that everyone can use 
their own currency is the most ob- 
vious potential benefit from tech- 
nology, but in terms of total 
economic impact it is relatively 
unimportant. For commerce po- 
tential benefits of a common cur- 
rency include common pricing and 
the elimination of exchange risk in 
long-term contracts. 

Common pricing is one of the 
most impo r tant single commercial 
benefits of a common currency. At 
the moment companies can price 
differently in different markets be- 
cause the exchange rate conceals 
these differences. If they had to 
price the same, it would encourage 


linked computers 
One of the effects of the Internet 
in the US has been to give buyers 
infinite information about pricing. 
The price of any commodity, or 
commoditised service, is infinitely 
available. Electronic search en- 
gines are being developed to hunt 
out the- cheapest deal The effect 
is to make the market much more 
e ffk i Rn L Add m automatic currency 
conversion and any business will be 
able to cross-check the price of any 
commoditised product qr service. 
Technology will create transparency 
of pricing. 

What it will not do is eliminate 
exchange risk. What it may do, how- 
ever, is to cut the cost and extend 
the capability of hedging. At the 
moment companies hedge their 
short-term exchange rate expo- 
sure. They do not cover their long- 
term exposure because the costs 
become prohibitive. But the use of 
technology ought to enable finan- 
cial institutions to make a step- 


change in the cost of operation, 
ibepassed 


which in turn will tend to I 
on to customers. So at one remove 
technological advance will even 
help here. 

U would be absurd to txy to daim 
that technological advance will 
make the euro irrelevant. It is not 
a substitute, because conceptually 
economic integration that results 
from technical change is different 
from nrmronif. integration that 
results from political change. But 
what it can do is to cut many of die 
costs of having multiple currencies. 
And if the project fans, Europe win 
need all 'the help it- can get to 
maintain the momentum of eco- 
nomic advance. - 


home at Trafalgar Square 

PffnpT.rc & Business 


Treasury ovfl servants have been 
mortified by a memo from 
Gordon Brown’s private office 
advising them that the Chancellor 
likes to read his Ministerial 
papers between 6am and Sam 
each day. The sting m the tail is 
that everyone who writes papers 
for him must provide home num- 
bers so he can phone them if he ■ 
has a ny queries. 

While cmi servants are still re- 
covering from this blow they can 
comfort themselves wife the news 
of a U-turn-over the Tbeasury 
building’s refurbishment. 

Ren Clarke hatched a plan to 
redevei 



mg! 
meats, 1 
tarted up for the department. 

This involved Treasury personnel 
temporarily moving oat to a tatty 
office building cm the sooth side 
of Vanxhall Bridge. Some White- 
hall cynics viewed the project as 
an elaborate joke by Mr Clarice 
on his stem Scottish successor. 

Now Geoffrey Robinson, Pay- . 
master General, has decided to 
press ahead with the refurbish- 
ment as-a PF1 project, but the 
move to Vhuxnafl has been 
ditched. the Treasury will 

look for more convenient (and 
agreeable) temporary offices. 
Treasury mandarins are already 
eyeing MAFFs building near 
Trafalgar Square, I hear. 



Gordon Brown (left) has changed a plan 

temporarily to move treasury personnel south of tne "names 


majority of its directors. A 
spokeswoman for the receivers 
said yesterday this gave Mr John- 
son a ‘Veto” over any sale of the 
paper. “It was a sticking point 
with the original deal,” sue said. 

Mr Rubythou yesterday said he 
was “unqualified to comment” 
about the f u tu re of the paper, 
saying he bad tried to help refi- 
nance it but “I don’t think, we suc- 
ceeded”. He’s now concentrating 


a short position. Dtsafy 
shares recovered 120p t0 ~ 6 *’P, - 
vesterday, still down on the Slop 
they touched earlier this year- Re* 
eaiding that precipitous decline. 
Display ITs directors are mutter- 
ins about “share manipulation . 

They can agree with Mr Cawk- 
weli on one point. He says: “This 
story has much further to go. 




The attempt to find new backers 
for the troubled newspaper . 
Sunday Business, which I wrote - 
about last week, appear to have 
foundered. 

The immediate crisis came 
about when Gordon Brown, a 
northern industrialist who owns 
three-quarters of the paper, went 
bust. Fus receivers. Coopers & 
lybcand, were hoping to sell the 
stake to Owen Oyston, the jailed 
entrepreneur, in a deal put to- 
gether by ex-founding editor Tbnt 
Rnhytfaon. The deadline for the 
deal passed yesterday afternoon 
at three, and receivership now 
looms for Sundry Businas itself. 

A sticking point appears to be 
the ownership structure of the 
paper. Lake Johnson, the busi- 
nessman behind PizzaExpress, 
owns around a fifth of the paper, 
but with the right to appoint a 


on an Internet projecL 
r forlorn gn 


Yesterday forkun groups of 
Sunday Business staff- there are 
60 of them - hung around outside 
the paper’s Cavendish Square 
nffirwi, hoping to pick up some of 
their back pay. Coopers is 
hopeful that even if the paper 
goes into receivership it can be 
sold as a going concern, thus 
saving those jobs. 


EvdKnievel is following the Sun- 
day Businea story vnth interesL 
Not the American motorcyclist 
Thar is - this is the nom dc metier 
of Simon CawkweU, the maverick 
investor who writes a column for 
Sunday Business. “If the paper is 
refinanced, then m be back on 
track. If not, Tm open to offers,” 
he told me yesterday. 

Mr CawfcweU has been giving a 
hard time to Display IX & trou- 
bled Internet-based company in 
which Mr Cawkweli admits be has 


There’s a hew Broom ai Accoun- 
tancy. Age. the bean counters’ 
weekly magazine. Douglas 
Broom, who has edited Public 
Finance magazine for the past 
three years, will take over at AA 
in August. He fills the chair left, 
by Andrew Pring, who unexpect- 
edly parted company with the 
mag m April due to “irreconcil- 
able differences” with manage- 
ment. Let’s hope Mr Broom's 
sojourn will be happier. 


Morgan Stanley’s retail team can 
daim more industry experienced 
than most Julie Runshw, stores 
analyst from 1990 to 1996, has re- 
turned from an ill-fated stint at 
Laura Ashley and is now UK retail^ . 
analyst. This has involved moving 
Victoria Melendez to become 
European apparel and sports 
clothing analyst, with Claire Kent 
covering European retail. 

John WilVcock 
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Cigar to relax in seclusion 

to overcome infertility 

it emerged esrlier this 

AnoJS? 1 ci § ar ’ the finest Gre 2 Wood on new tactics to helD the «**» ]e2Sl of all McCarthy, 

' SSS:: Grid's top racehorse over his problems 

• they quit competing' Me 

- ^nns paused briefly to reflect Carthy says. He has been told covens whether a stress-free 

on^one of the turfs more ua- The la2?rSSII ,e ^ 2? t ^? , be can do whatever he feels existence has had any effect on 

fortunate httte ironies .. . ■*■ u c taiesi person who wiii at- «e ™nMM»n «*i. • — - — .* — * • ~ • 

cfcciding that Jr was iua onV^ tem pt to tackle the problem, the 
I those things. J1 f TO ° l of which is thought to be 

But at an insurance mm™ “ GfaWs sperm 

V caned Asskuarirm r£HS- jjj* nakea i them misshapen 

and immobile, is Phil Me- 



0 


is necessary, with the proviso 
that the horse must not be 

harmed in any way. After all, as 
McCarthy acknowJeees, V 
must treat him with all the re- 


ey were not prepared to eive . *?’ 15 PM Me- spect that we can because he is 

y so easily, and with good reL Si&t2^ tV, J 10 ^ >W:ialisesin an American sporting hero" 
m-ThefewaXaSriw ^< m .n=Pnxfa*on. He be- Hfa first aim fa io^lnCi-- 


up so _ 

wn. Tile firm was thechief un- 

S^? a t? ford S^^ere he 
was standing, to cover them- 
selves agamst just such an even- 
tually. 

The horse's failure to pn> 
duce the goods in the pad- 
docks cost the insurers $25m 
V .T.?* a record payout for in- 
fcrtiUty. Now. in the hope of re- 
coven ng at least some of their 


... * «■ ai 

sauion reproduction. He be- 
lieves that agar’s difficulties 

may result from the stress of 
constant competition over the 
last four years, a period which 
mcluded a trip to the Middle 
East to win the inaugural Dubai 
World Cup, and during which 
he rarely wenr for more than a 
month without a race. 

*The best thing we've got go- 
ing for us now is that we know 
that performance athletes often 
have fertility probl ems after 


His first aim is to relax Cig- 
ar as thoroughly as possible, 
and he has moved his patient 
to a secluded farm near Paris, 
Kentucky, where be can live as 
naturally as possible. The horse 
who used to put thousands on 
to the attendance wherever 
he raced is now seen by very 
few people, and spends at least 
12 hours a day amiiRfng hhnseff 
in his personal, six-acre pad- 
dock. 

No one expects quick re- 


ihe shape or mobility of Gear's 
sperm. 

In the meantime, samples of 
the home’s semen has been 
sent to laboratories on three 
continents for analysis, while ex- 
perts in ibe fields of both equine 
and human fertility have vol- 
unteered to assist in the search 
for a cure for his problem. 

McCarthy will be given at 
least a year, however, to see 
whether his technique can 
prove successful. Until then. 
Cigar will live a life of blissful 
and absolute relaxation, and 
since he banked almost $10ra 
(£6m) in prize-money during his 
brilliant career on the hade, no- 
one could argue that he does 
not deserve it 



Cigar has a six-acre paddock for his personal use while 
he readjusts Photograph: Sam Mircovich/Reuters 
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King on the sick list Handicapper defends Britain’s Classic crop 


King Of Kings, who relin- 
quished his “superhoise" status 
when beaten at the Curragh on 
Sunday, may have been a sick 
horse. He did not eat up after 
returning to the stables of his 
trainer, Aidan O’Brien, who 
conceded that his juvenile 
is under a cloud. 

“The three two-year-olds we 
look out of Sunday’s meeting 
were off the feed that morning, 
but King Of Kings seemed 


OK,” the BaHydoyte handler ex- 
plained. “It was a pity for every- 
one that King Of Kings did not 
stick his head in front. Unfor- 
tunately his symptoms were 24 
hours behind the others.” 

O'Brien added that Desert 
King is unlikely to run in the. 
King George VI And Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes and instead 
may go for the International at 
York or the Prix Jacques le 
Marois at Deauville. 


The British Horseracing Board 
handicapper Nigel Gray yes- 
terday defended Britain's Clas- 
sic crop after yet another defeat 
at the Curragh. The eclipse of 
Yashmak and Etoile io Sunday's 
Irish Oaks means that not one 
of the first four Irish Classics, 
often dominated by overseas 
raiders in the past, has Men to 
a runner from Britain. 

Gray, responsible for assess- 
ing three-year-olds, stressed: 


“I don’t think that means ours 
is a poor Classic crop. If you 
look at the performance of the 
Derby winner Benny the Dip in 
the Eclipse they can't be that 
bad. You can only really tell 
when the three-year-olds run 
against the older horses, os 
that’s the true benchmark. 

“And I don't think you can say 
that the Irish three-year-olds are 
better than ours at this stage. We 
haven’t won any of their Clas- 



sics , but their horses haven't 
come across and won ours." 

A total of 15 British-trained 
horses have contested the four 
Irish Classics this year, includ- 
ing the favourites for each race, 
and mustered only two places 
between them. Notable flops in- 
clude the Derby runner-up. Sil- 
ver Patriarch, and the 1,000 
Guineas- placed Oh Nellie and 
Dazzle. But Gray said: “Some 
of our horses have just run be- 


low form. When Silver Patriarch 
and The Fly were well beaten 
at the Curragh people said the 
Derby form is awful, but they 
were obviously below form so 
it didn't tell anyone anything.’' 

No horse from Britain has 
won an Irish Classic since 
Matiya landed the Irish 1,000 
Guineas for Ben H anbury last 
spring. The only hope of avoid- 
ing a whitewash lies in the Irish 
St Leger on 21 September. 
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2LOO Gipsy Princess 
230 Caution 
3 j 00 Rainbow Rabi 
330 Gftferstew 


HYPERION 

4 JQ 0 Tancred NBscHef 
430 Necfs Bonanza 
5j00 Lots Be Far 


225?? ! . Good “ nrou OTA1L8: lrwkte. D*A.W ADVANTAGE: High for SfA7f lOQrdfc. 

■ WgJu-hand, gaSopbig tonne wfcfa way sUff 6t 

■ Coarse bi lm w of town on A] 036. Bus service from Bweik y nation [Han - Sear- 
breWRli line) 2m. ADMISSION: Chib SI2; Jontor Oub (16 to Stl-yraroWs) Tsl- 
tersalb SB; Stiver Bing SB; Course Bndomre S3; Picnic ana £2 or S3 per ear, pbu S3 
per ncnqntt. CAX PAKJL- Flree. 

■ LEADING TBAINKtS WITH EUNNBKSe 11 JteMtan - 23 wimtre from 1 28 rtmnere 
gum a aucceaa ratio of JAW. and a low to a S l level juke OT54.49; J Bmr - 22 wtanera, 
IIP runners. 18.WH, -SJ9-36; Kr» M Bcreiry - 19 wtawra, L20 rarmere. IS. 8 *, -5.4S.8ft 
Uta J E Bamaden - 18 winners, 106 runutra, |7JB%, -5J0.99. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Darky - SB wins, W7 rides, 33**, 4 1.94; X Fallon- 24 wtas. 
191 rides, 124%, -S 41 . 86 ; J Wearer- 21 wins. 144 rides, I4.M6, -S3&3G; W Byaa - 14 
wins. 69 rtttes, 20 JW, ^S2a04. 

BUNKKSED FUtST TIME: Pi-ambicnt (3.00), Bright Gold (4 JO), Napoleon Satr ( 1 .10) 
(vjMvnl). 

WINNEBS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DKEANCB W1NNBIS: Deed (3.00) has been KW 307 afla Itr P Itebin ban 

OKtvttn*- Mrnlsty. Wiltshire. - 


COMET HAMMCAP (CUSS C) £7,500 added 3YO 7f 100yds 
Penalty Value £5/443 

04-100 HJWACC26){CD){l**iM7>/Vltor)^B«k?7 KMon2 

-0U10 RW«lW[W)US4Jf7)(MstomW»^adiwiMWwai>612. 

210000 MY-OH&'TWDCie}(CI])|RMW«4e«RWi^B10. 

250811 U3MB0V(mmE)]W(MQL2l]PiMBiiS10. 

-M40S C&4UI (27) ICDBirt A Knteilqf) M MiBon 8 4 BDoyieS 


100601 IWff P0RAPOU»(U] WOHXfcSporVigftornawrisLtmHj J Gbnra lAOrter7 
-00006 MOTflfflJIW W (Keen 711 [Qbtaa& 


Aren 5|]lnt could find this easy- Bata ba noo has seen baner days and thus looks a tourer 
hanflfcap trim the one in wtdeh he Brushed Three and a half lenghs fifth to Salste Me has 
been well beaten twice smee) n Nottrffwn lust time. TNs is a now tnp for lm He Do, 
who dM not eacd last time in a tKMy-iun lames - race ewer a nle and three furlong; at 
Hamflun. BMcfc lee Boy at ldbhf^iertfun whan warning tyfioffthe vac* ar the last meet- 
mg. whWi suwed a pracauttanaty infection feHonme heavy ram. Prwousiy. on taster a««l 
at CaiBste. he ws an BJMhe^aay hatnength winner and he would need » Improve a ffeai 
deal on that to win off today's mark. arian SPffOT 


2-00 


WTSUBSH APPR0rtlCE HANDICAP (CLASS FI £4000 added 
3VO lm lDOyria Penalty value £3^11 

050-3 swntiRH(m(irae»»RamguatiB7- aMtHnWM 

031410 MGHSPmSO3)m0*sfBM0U«Hl])TGMBbf9G JE Duran 0)18 

1 DOOOO LOCK-HURN IAOT ( 8 ) I'tin RaongClW KriaffiS 6 PheiRl 

_BVWda(3)31 

v—PF * Myff 

FI|Mh9 

■JHMH13 


036804 IIIOHMmrimiMmAiaaMIMnnreMsV/l^^ M Da*dag 8 B 

-Bdacttratf- 

AlAiua wstfC 7St IOBl Tme fundKap wb&c tamtam W ID. 

BEtfWGc 2-1 Thrae For A Pooad, 3-1 MhAow bk, 4-1 UHra Soft 03 Hamit, HKL Jflj^Oae-TVm, 
Cae-N-K. 1A-1 Lady Badw, Prantaant 
1986: Green Barnes 3 9 7 M las 4-1 (M Jehnsttm) dram (31 6 on 
FDRuaune 

LAD1T GODIVA Showed aans of a return to fcrm at Windsor eltft ttoys ago. She made a &d- 
lant atafnpt to maha ali and was beaten barely four lengths n a 17-nnter field m which 
she flnishsd stxth to Whatemrs Right: That tw off a mark of 62, the same as today's, and 
last SsptBrnber « Ybrk she beat 23 oihe«s off a mwk of TO. A course and dstanw iwnner 
back In April, Hank was beaten barely fout tenths m a tag field at Ripon last month, and 
Is new 3b N^wrlhan nfoen beanng Nomora Mr r«ce#iy. On the sane maik as when Roys- 
ton Ffrench gx him up on the ma id short-heed JukebatJlw at Newmartra last month. IB- 
tin Boy has been 0wan emy chance In h» attempt at a hai-trtck. RatabOMr Rain's wm otw 
a mfle at Cartoie ki Ana has been paid compmwres by beaen hones BciwcWfe and Pnde 
Of ftnda. but Rambaw Ran was put in his place m Ben Gunn's race a Newmarket Sa- 
Uc oantpartartCan-N-KhesJweii.cttiptMd 7b smee returning id the turf this spnng. The 
move back at detaxe oobodee wflti a return id the couse and tftstsnce owr which he 8 n- 
IshedArst oienhn» tenfffhs founn ta-by-Owe-Two (tasappomcrK smee) oacXtn Apr*. Ro in- 
bewr Rain looks metfonaly .the better o( Mam Johnston's paa. Soi e ctt on: IA0V GODIVA 


4k3Q 


2-0005 BRWnaWXKtmiTAHlgtMiMWEnBWOB. 


143424 MBi00Zt£S5)e>)(adDrtsrice(%rn»sraJDMui»ySrntf>S3_ 

■63255 PHnEM«PfliiWHortKhOB82 

0005 SMMPDEB)(<3}incerHnfoB))PlMn91 

005 RAI4BOTANeo(223lASteWiantl BCaotafeSO. 


000- RlfflmOF!mf2GQMHrtRraVJL^K811. 

3025 R0QCA(Z7)U1easMeMsNMK^ty810 


5W025 

30030 SUNrVMlEV(7)08sSECoopa)MssL5llttlB7., 
054634 MSS8WCEUMA03)fMJPo«ai«MRl|gn86- 
530 TWBWifr SUNSET (27) imSQiArilJJ QUnr 86- 
552002 SH*S«r{tUff»5BrTinwt«W^a5- 
-Mf 


Jon>Wtads(Q2 

_ABw**y®3 


_PRabarts{3)S 
— TSM*a(5)10 

U>Mm^<5)12 

«_JtMretan(Q7 
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BET7M0: W Mgb Spribs O-l Sire Naa, 7-1 Sfoer NfooMS, HMtaS Shwp Ifoedl ItMftwy M. 
runs 1 % * , up -1 ottxn 

utt Ffltaws Tfonw 8 4 F lynch 9-2 (Mb J taradert dmn C14) 14 ran 

FORM 8 WX 

GIPSY PfONCESS f» her best race of the season when fifth to Al Reel at Doncaster tost 
month. From ntawKKabfe high «Aaw and Own the irt-fonn Mick Easterty yard, afiaafoofiaa 
mo semces d Gita Parkin, who took* outstanding In tNs Bade. Dropped 3b shoe her last 
na. Gipsy Wrwess can now race off * mam 3lb lower than when svcnesM x Cataoch 
last September. Micnnei Bel's homes are on itw woy back altar a poor flw Pair to ttw sea- 
son. On >*! return to acton this month. Star Ttun finished tithd to Saffron Rnetpraramte 
at Nottm 0 iam. From the ideal *aw and off the seme marti, the fop ralghl has ptenty gy- 
mg for Wm. aflnougt The pound wffl be taster. Samspat was a ha tf-icngf i runner-up to trie 

srnfl^v«i^rawnSpirc«I-Katthet3amiK0ngweriwMandcflsWxaTh9v4nn8rwas 

a herascap snro on his oid torn butihe ground was testtnft Samspert best tarn has been 
i^a»i«cut omlhets le^v^ postkmetf tfiarrtasrneok. Neier gpbg m« at (tetedek 
tastww, HMhSalrtta had been oommendahlyconsiaeitt In htepraWous fata runs and It 
I^tertei^^w/wwf»^fttmstaOora SelorttaR GIPSY PRINCESS 

BOSCH CUUMWG SWKES (GLASS E) £4^00 added 3VD 
7T 100yds Penalty value £3^09 

NEWTONS GDWER (Gals On Topi D WhtfcB : Msx « 

cc utsrisvous TTME (IW (Bwdm, F\rtKf. A SrrKh a 7 

23lS 

060116 BQULDtO M (Bf) (Jan A Bcfon# J Bwy84— 

DC 300 PflOE PWtsagE P7) 

103226 SK«RSaYm(33|«(BFJ(*teJaT^to7to7iKcrjS2 

• 6 iWww ■ 

genre mew** 3-1 Beam, uniwBpr. H”*** ***"< mpette hmm, 
uicrwiFwous n«C a hart to auanwy alter two nms but has scope a u*t auhe mw at- 

*»«»• h» not appeared to be ping foe n&ttw* 
«»*» a T 1 * BoBens disappoiraed tn e Hamian sefiar last FHday on 

m Sws hat-tnek at CM on easier Bound. 

0 *2“ Ffoormrougn Wnew Scout, birt Slows F%*r made a 

Bokaro hoc tne measi« OT Setaettonc MISCHEVOUS 1 ME 

nuw stint at Cwttde and can do brnef- 


TOSHIBA HANDICAP (CLASS F) £4,500 added 5f Penalty 
VDiue £3^90. 

200531 TR0PRAL BEACH (lOi n llm Ikswnh) I Beny 4 10 0 TEDbm(5|*B 

(&060 AST 0BSa»ff P9) (05 (MaC A HDCfenSRWr«alw 5 9 11 P— Hefiswifi 

042225 ST01BI KBS (ID) (CO) ffl P Tia/ere-Oanj MWEBSterOy 5 9 U KMsaUB 

500430 ULTRA BEET HO) [D] (FA &JW 6 S (W&R] Qtl] P««lam5911 IMmmtX) 

003030 fEDB BONANZA (7) (COi (Ned Aned MDods898 FI«Khl9B 

_ JCbrreia 


-05563 DOHH^(3q(Ctq(Sen»»orTMlesCOUflTEaGetw59B- 
060- BBEHrS0U>(248)(AHGaaQ ASniei394. 


JtUwfoSB 


031504 NAPOtBW STAR CUQfffl (Rriwid M Whextoyl S Bowing 6 9 4 „JMa 6 bsanl 6 V 

(76530 SUPS 00007(22)039 (I B Brtwj R teem*! 8 94 HBMfora(5)13 


00-500 PISSEIff‘NCOilllBCrmiD)(EanalthelateUrAt}oiii)CNioih4Ba(Hn8»oelO 

066203 CAinOMEURdQff EFnetft(5caaoroi9)UlflT&astErt]y490 Lomax* 2 a 

2G5GM SOAKH)llB)lDaiHlWCHetnHl| DOaprenOO A Cuban 7 
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ORANGE MADEN AUCTION STAKES (GLASS E)(PIVI)£4£00 
added 2YD 5f Penalty Value £2^06 

5 FASHKJHVlCtiH iJISG Jcne^TCaUwcl B 7 ACAaaaB 

322654 QUZNASrHtCtUMsRUfontiEiMpnKBf ItJataS 

50030 SHAWI»KS[7) U AWjtrvUttam^ M CtthS7 TI«ans2B 

— IHKtmml 

__0HarriK»4 


0 \A9fiUEaVBML(27)(5rRe^at>5heUd)P)bBipnS7- 
0 MJON (15) {Gecr^AMme) I KetviBn 8 7 


66622 M5VCIfl£nH(33)0l3(fta9ft(UyRacti0M.Wn9DnB2. 
40 BROOI«O(BetAm(42)(HADJSirafoRH0bndieU712^- 

6tiJOWEWPJDPMtrpnJWaB7U 

0 UOnAND COMMON ( 11 ) U P HBRkran) N Tntier 7 12 

0 IBSS SJMNXIOfi GB) (Stephen J CuHQl M W Easfflpf 7 12 


— BOojtoB 
JlCaddal 


0 WH N*ni5 08] (Dawl Campbell 712 _ 

-111 


PFmqiPIU 

JLChamacklO 

_DohOfc*or3 

DMW9 


2J30 



BETTJNB: 7-2 Quiz HMtoc;PatiyQAydt, 11-2 SmoMiiKtsa Lady, 7-1 fi>dsnBleva,9-lSBappynDes, 
UK1 FnUoa Victim, tMBon, Use BWnatre, Ttaa llam, 1A-1 Qtbon 
lSMe DouWb-J B 6 W J O'Connor 7-4 jt tav IK McAidfle drawn (4) 7 rsn 
FORM GUIDE 

MSS EUMNiATOR wm introduced at Ripon tost wok in decent manton company and nev- 
er got stfo the hunt from a tigh draw, behind the useful Happy Days a^Wl Mk* Eastartys 
suing could hanfly be to tamer form and this Komatte Ally can get off the mark at the sac- 
ond dme of aswtg. cHspffe a low bo* number. On rein-soaked turfs die tan Carfista meet- 
ing, st* ftjrtonp representeC a good test for juwmes. FWsHon victim ran an eye-catching 
tilth of 13 to Cattle Comfort, overcomng a tarty sat to stayed low. The Wjgft Esse coft 
started at 50-1 and he cpick reappearance suggests that ntprovement can be expected. 
Patsy CttisjUi he* been runner-up « cattarlck and CarMe on nsr tost wo starts but Mark 
Johnston's fitly has had her share of chances. Qttiz Muter has never been disgraced m 
■even nms but «wa 8 y has shown Rue s> 0 i of process. On a line throu^i Out lake Mage 
on hie hst ran, he rates better than BrooMiouw Lady. SetacttoK MISS ELIMINATOR 

| 4 ^QQ| SONY HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m Penalty Val- 

44600 RUEHSI RAOERU31J [TOHMR Thekru Hhey K Ho® 5 100 F Lynch 4 

212m HAS»lAWS»C12)[fo(KHtXl0al)MWEaOTrty7 9« KFUoallB 

50435 BAXABANOO (38){fo IP 0 SuB Ms M Rewtey 8 8 fl. KOadtyfl 

231036 LOVE BE DO (USA) ( 11 } (M Dc^k;) M Jtrracr 3 8 B IVfeww2 


405660 RBBIVH0UEnm(GkrtaIMiyRac^(tatretshtiiAMMra690Jlfob«tBl8 

5-3324 TB«EffSSinPRHE(29)(qiCbsscRn«jBBkfrc3B13 JEUbSU 

00000 SkUION COlffOTSS f7l| (G Baieyl H ItWr^ud 4 a 13 DaMto(3)U 

000356 KBS COSCS A SOW PO) (CO) (McJireSDCidrtl^) J Car 9 8 IP KMeylS 

48002 SMRJRVOUBSUPPER (11) (D) (Us S U Mtnrl 6 MaqpBon 389 BBvdul3 

606000 4N5HER5-TIMHDIMSf(6]{M»DornttJMJsdBqon466 IAvUm9 

-00030 Y0QHGBEH(B) IF Wbodl J Vtarwiat 5 8 4 GMkndB 

604306 SBFBWmsmgB«0Bacrwiag(,gi*hll483 „„_ DHmfcORl 

— 20 dedond — 

BEITBEb 9-2 Naff* Bonanza, 13-2 Tropical Beech, DoretoaSa, 8-1 Sbtiu Nse, Cantiomew, 10-1 
Stngfocyoonmipef, 12-1 Utra Beet, Hapoiaw Star, Tfotm's Svprfsa, 16-1 others 
1996: Neds Banana 7 9 11 A Oak 11-4 (n(M Doty tkarn (201 20 on 
FORM GUIDE 

HERE COMES A STAR has been dropped a further 21b following fair efforts on ho Iasi three 
tuns. The nme-year-aM ts now 2 lfo low tnan when a oommendabta ninth of 18 to Dou- 
ble Splendour n a valuable York handicap orer m furton® Jut 12 months ago. The taa 
that he was beaten m a sta-forlonff seBnr at Cartote last time has to be balanced s&trst 
he penuhnTcte ran when four and a half lengths fifth of 15 to Btesatrebeghse owr tins trip 
at ffcpon. WWi otW five drawn higher than hnn. Hare Gomes A Star looks a teir eacn-vray 
bet in a competitive field. Course and datance winner Steflan Kte is only 7fo better off for 
the four and a hat lengths that Ttopicai Beach beat her at Carlisle but h« a plum tkav. 
Tropical Beach's tendency u start skwfy could acoentuatu arty problems arising from tils 
low Stan, and that recent form can be reueread. uttra Beet, behind both of them at Carfisle, 
con do bettor on fosoar ground and is racing on whn loohs to bathe tfghi side of the track. 
Ned’* Bonema was dose up n a bunch fm^t m the Newmaiket sprint won by Gone &w- 
age last week and, atowupi only sewrah. bbs less than mo lengms behind the winner, if 
the drew here a as Hffvficam as ftusiuily is m big fields, in-form Ned’s Bonanza must 
be toed Alts fawuifte tone of ^ar. At last month - * fixture, HMch was iun on tBsonggound. 
me low numbers were mere at the finish of the flve-futuig race, with Dmtoefte commg 
off wont of three n the photo. Tim Easterb/s fay has been put 141 4b for that, wf If the 
low mandats get mu the race again, she would haw to be considered. Tinker's Surprise 
has the early speed to domnata from Ms starting position, but tends to ffod one or two cut- 
ong him down In the dosmg stages. S e lection; HERE COMES A STAR 


aoo] 


60011 BUOCKEBOTCttifCOilMBJuMhMaRhanRBaamenfiBS^JMMMdleiMiilB 

165142 TAHCREDMCOIEF (12) (D}{WG Bate] D Barker 6 B3 Many Bm [Mb 

-02084 HKBm>RZZ(24}(MsPjn^GiHBiettfCtoiitua5S3- LCZmwx*? 

00505 AHA* SWto IB} [Morn 1*20 J Eve 6 711- TWbnt 

020004 nFMBEfq (CO) (Met MBM) M 9 7 111 

00600- msHECMCm(BlJa8<]IwrM)ngTenPatoiativlC5miVi5 710— FNorienS 


ORANGE MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS E) (DWIJ £4000 
added 2YO 5f Penalty Value £2£84 
5 cusssauiHtoMCiGbsorowHa^is? RLmta6 


03542 CUHBRMH CAIXT (8} (CUitxBn imfoanals US T Eastaby 5 7. 
00 0«XA m CS Rxfasen) 1 tsmw&i S 7 


0 LIFE SBflEHCE (64) [Hcprhod Racng j SitottvOtixune 8 7- 

50 HAIFA A7NCKBI6I2IU A ftorgibeQR fisher S3 

RIO (VteWie Kfertnl J Bary8 3 

4 LEtSBEFMR0)tJH»son)JHanscnB2 

05 H0V (10) (W Moore) M Bnoan 7 12_ 


— Krwca4 
-LChamockT 
_DHaafma9 
— J Cancel 
-K Darkly 2 


0 FRaHMmKESSmPwnunBtoaBtocknd JJQini712. 

6U0 SC0U)Wep7]ftfchaaWMt)KMa^i;i2. 

-Ill, 


EJUasooS 

-BBanbnllO 

f Lorn 3 

FHertnoS 


000050 5MrsDAHcat(20)G>nErtwt«sadE«rolnaa4 7lO. 

-lit 


^QnTMdRBB 


Mntaun niffc 7a lffh. Taewa^as: Ibp Pros 7s 7ft, Car She Can Can 7a «&. SNpli Dancer 7a. 
Bsmto: M Black Ice Bay; 3-1 Kati» la Hrta, 4-i Twcred (Wreak* 5-1 Batabamr, «-l low Mr 
DO) 104, MgUWd Rb, 20-1 foohan Raldar, Artso Syfett, 25-1 otiMcs 
199K lUbank 6 9 3 J tofo 11-4 tor W IMgV Aaan (ID 11 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Another 31b nsa for his laiest mn stiB leaves Haste La Vlsia m wdh a sound chance, but 
at the revised waigits Tancmd Mhc&faf can ranse Cntatck placing. parbcUarty back 
on faasrgtnmL However. ARMN SPIRIT nas been dropped I8a> since late May, ana has 
every chanco ot pn»4r% &o spot! for Tamed WacbWar todays we&vs, after srtsfting be- 
hind the Northern Stare filyat PorriEfracL If bach In airytWng Ste me form oMast summer. 


BE77MG ISA CmiMw Cadet; 7-2 fit), B-10liOto,/taffARMeliflr, lets Bs Fair, RnakanMncaas, 
13-1 Ctasdc SBvet, Moy, Scolding, 16-1 LHe Sentence 
199ft See CtrEkncne 

FORM RUDE 

Whatever Mtes Ebmmator can achwve ro the first dnoston. wo can rapecr more from LETS 
BE FAIR, who was also having her tost outing and Enohed a long way m front of Mbs Eton- 
instDr when fourth m the same Ripon race wan by Hamy Days Agptn. Premium Princess 
*ras around Ik® lengths adrift, also having nw Hist outir^j, and should also figure closer m 
today's lesser company. Scefafing B we* hold by bom on a InethroujJi Italian Rose. C«bo- 
brtan Cadet ran second to a vwa exposed ana madettae son n AMI End Quest at MusseJ- 
bw0i last week and has had Ms chances. Half A Krtitikar may need to fp back over a 
longer tm before being seen to best advantage- Jack Berry's record wm two-year-otts at 
ttos track since iarnsuy last year has been exceptional, wm a stnke rata of more chan one 
m three and a near wjjit per cent return to level stakes. His newcomer Rio could be better 
drawn, but the omens are incurable and a mar*jn move aoutt be Stftfflcarrc for a ytnatfwr 
can get them ready first time. Selection: LETS BE FAIR 



000 SKTHObNOW 071 G (MS SO- 
IS FUTMG SM2R t!5) I BakSlg 8 9 .. 
3 urfl£BZ2® SUerfarfl 9 


iDeyer«4 
jh nifties 
jSDnwaal 


54000 StOOL ORCHto (Uj fiftrrroi S 9 . 
05 8nM0MDOtei>e9. 


J>*» 0 TWi 2 

—SSBBdeos 


<n b) 4,45 Sharp Imp vt t- 

ir.«M p ai»ossiov: nub 


64 HRS MMOLE (41) II Ca fogw n B 9, 

BETTIHC: 2-1 Pb JI act Vta t a gt, 5-2 Fty to g Sfager, 7-2 Ufle Ftai, 11-2 Hy»- 
twy fieest, lir> HfckSe, K-l Sky Howkafo 

STONE CLANMG STAKES (CLASS F] 
£3.300 added 2V0 7f 


3 

4 

-4ded*red- 

BETIMG! B-4 Radar OTWy, T-4 ftcowiart, >3 SHS— , 8-1 Rayat OreMd 


5 00025 CHEHCRJCHEEX(21jCCyrBr384- 

6 000-23 DOUBLE QGHT {U) B Ms 3 B 4 

-Sdectomd- 

BEmiB: 3-1 DotiHe Sfifit, 7-2 U* 


,„nw «2 

.DHoftnlS 


4-1 Cheek To Cbeek. 16-1 Ua&ufcte Gey 


SaowCankaLBktsh, 


3.45 


2AS\ 


06 PHBBINV0injBE(21)BMtthm9 7_.JtortoD"|*rp)7 

U BETtFOH (B 2 | n ftWKTI 9 3 1km OHM t 

36 PRJVAIE BEAL 07| G L Mom 9 2 GDafBeH4 

4003 ESTOFFBi 03 H Quroi B 13 J 3 _ 

MMflffiWGMTisrerBB DMoeH»(7J8 

01453 PERSIAN FOaiMCCtfl WCM7uWr86 jawoa*y®S 
600 HU8EER-MKB8t (29) J AnaU 8 3 AfMMHn0)2B 

650 OHttWWWSSwrSl ---JIFfienebHl 

665 BOUENAGRES 09) J NeeBe 8 1 SDncnSB 

•94bM> 

BETIMB: 114 PostaFbifisH, WwtoSeNjMPa«*tonVsiitoi*.fr 

1 BHtnft btonwl 7-1 fiofitowes, ifri ct*» am, 20 -i MtaK 


ERIC SIMMS MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £4,900 added lm 

00004 UANA10>(58}MRiton]n491D, RSwtt(7)4 

041301 50onr7g»(q(tS|7MaaifeyIOB7(GMJIHnadrH8 

231030 APOUO RBI (29) {C)GLUoare89 6 CandyHanfsl 

000046 MGHnWKW(W)GLM0!re59fl SMiftwrifaG 

514000 VCramiEAMC88(tyGBaUiti596 RHogusS 

000*10 U0MU0mLHgQ|C0tSDtt.88B IFI 


4.45 


30050 CHASLMANS CH(RC£(25) (Q P) Ajanis 7S3-SDroKaa 2 

260450 FORT IOWC (O) [Q TO H M ftMW 6 7 13 

_HartnDfayerP)7B 


BEnwe 3-1 Sooty tore, f-lM^^MApeSoRM, Sifbrtfow, 
13-2 MghtWfifiL 7-1 VktDiy Teen, GlNMoL 14-1 OMmens Choice 


HANNB 8 GTONS OF BttGHrON HANDICAP 
(CLASS EJ £4£25 added 7f 

111153 BAfBASON 0) fCD) G L Moae 5 9 12 Candy Monts « 

00600 CRYSTAL HEJOfTS (FHJ p3) pH R CTStAm 9 9 U 

-43133 SWiDUU. 5 9 S SOtdMlf7 

554222 SMBP|»(3l)(mimRMFtoff797_DraiOrfW6B 

(16) .A JBftH -l 9 4 5DHW910 

500004 |WHI(q(C)p)SD*-5 94 Tft*n2 

0-650 Cm&393 CRottorA 

240221 
2-C400 

60-024 QCHWHU. 
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^KEW»Tt>WNMA^StAK£S (CLASS 

OJ jiHrfraa 

MaMwoe im ft Kmnon 9 0. — ■ — "ISS- 


[335 


VWTERHALL MEDIAN AUCTION MADEN 

, STAKES (CLASS E)£4>02S added 3Y07f 

4032 mow vmEt w ft wfaro s' p — eamwM 


4S5 


FRIEND-JAMES MEMORIAL LIMITED g OOOOM wuntANM^g 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3^300 added lm 4f 14 


000 HBCONDUCr01]6LM«n89. 
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1 (MOSS MWMMRJRASAIWOIP P^|C0» Bob Janes BSfi-B IW3 

2 000040 MAfiAZMGAPpq taUnM496JBmdaSBniH(94 

3 DW 5N0WCARMV»M2S}la4'«ftaKs4 98 GDuffleUl 

4 316 KISH (22) (AM floe 38 B Merita Dwyer (3) 8 


793(6e») itnmft(5)iB 

E (ZX) i Baldbre 3 0 0 Mp<foDwj«r(3) 15 

(34) Phams 4 90- _—jC Umther (7) 11 B 

(31) (CD) E VOedar 5 8 U.S Cara» [7)3 B 

0)(C)FCWri7BB SHWwjrtBlA 

(® (C) (18 H M flwer 4 a 7 — Gkua 

(tUMLW»r434 AMrf3one5 

07) Dta 0 tw 3 710-Jf Bwd(3)ia 

- ( fr jiMMl - 

Ifinliivin wel^a: 7?t 10 ft. fnje riangcap «®nc Far at vgn-Aaa 7a 8 ft. 
BETTWG; 9-2 Mr Cube, 6-1 Barbeeoc, Sharp Imp, 7-lBtaanee Of Power. 
B-l Odavta (flL IMSMMaglbae, Deft Menace, 13-1 Mher* 


JMD 

rsisMSg 

rta*. inaTtr M 



^S5S5SBSSu5e(tliws» 

-• •> a br 2. era* IM Border 7-2 f 
* VnoN 5-1 - 9 

FOLKESTONE 

- 0 * 1 . COUNIWSAHDBI (Rtehaml 13- 




Tote £2.40; 
CS^£ia68. 


; 


^i^ri \ afl. ME Mk 


^aS^SEsEBEE 

U97J0 IPdrt***' 1 ' 


3,00: 3. DOUBLE OSCAR (Alex Grenea) 
2-1 fffr. Z Resist Tho Force 5-1; 3-Bar- 
baam 5-1 . 12 ran. 7. l. (D MchoRfi, TMrefc). 
Wtt £2.70! £ 12 a £ 2 fi 0 . fa», DR OM. 

CSF: £11,87. Tncasc £44D4. too: EO-BD. 

NR; Bonefol, snap Return. TachytaKla. No 

ordora. Rufo 4 dt*s not appflr. _ , 

a^ftiRECW-RBWAUND LPbU^BO^ 

7- 2: 2 . Mreytey IM IM 3 l Princas* 7tto« 

8 - 1. 8 ran. IVs nk. iBlbwia. EpsariKTote 
£4,00; ££20, £lfiO. £4 ^«l EF:E&£0. CSF: 
£11184. 

4JXtl. SHASHI (PBBOrrfiaMI Li : 2 -^ 

Utti*ltoBrtm20-l:3.Sn»rSorav^lO- 
1.13 fart. 7-< lav Feel A Une IW- 
(Pat Mtrjie*. Newmarket!. Tote ES-Ig. 
£2.10. £12.60, £&20, DF; £80-B0. CSF: 
£128v«7. Tim £267.40 (port W»- . 

A30: 1_ RAW (ft FTrendM 6-1; Z l» 
casUwlMem} 5-1; 3. PoariDraoS-i-M 
mo. 7-2 fav Wodbom. Nk. u? 

■. WMamoei). 7ote iB-SO: £4.10, 


RACING RESULTS 


Melbourne’s 
rally call 
to Europe 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


Many prospectors struck it big 
in Melbourne’s goldrush of the 

m/d- 1850s, bni among Britain 
and Ireland’s thoroughbreds 
there has been only one horse 
that has bit the seam in ibe city's 
prestigious horse race. Since 
Vintage Crop succeeded in the 
1993 Melbourne Cup there 
have been eight failures, with 
the doses! finisher being ihe old 
horse himself, third in 1995. 

Recent history has made ihe 
m is si onary job of Les Benton, 
of the Victoria Racing Club, 
even more difficult in Europe 
this summer. Benton, complete 
with brochures and videos, has 
been attempting to persuade 
owners of the better staying 
horses that Melbourne in spring 
is the ideal location for a for- 
eign sortie. His main tool of in- 
ducement has been money. The 
winner of the Cop, Ihe fifth rich- 
est race in ihe world, will receive 
£700,000, and even a finisher os 
far back as 10th on 4 Novem- 
ber will earn £20,000. This is an 
attempt to defray travelling 
costs of about £40,000. 

So far there are no definite 
bites on the line, but Benton, 
who likes to err on the side of 
exaggeration, believes there will 
be 15 entries and as many as (bur 
runners from the northern 
hemisphere. Confirmation day 
is on 1 August and judgement 
day. when the indicative weights 
appear, is 1 September. The 
word is that Jim Bowler, the 
VRC handicapper, will not be 
too cruel on our boys in an ef- 
fon to encourage participation. 


The most positive running 
signals have come from Godoj- 


phin about their Classic Cliche, 
who is likely to run next in the 
Goodwood Clip. David Morlcy 
categorically ruled out Mel- 
bourne for Celeric after his 
win in the Ascot Gold Cup, but 
since then the gelding's owner, 
Christopher Spence, has been 
entertained by Benton, The 
strength of his company and ihe 
wine list will soon be evident. 

Clerkenwcll is also a possi- 
bility. as members of Michael 
S to ute’s staff have been seen in- 
vestigating the Cup's quarantine 
arrangements at Sandown race- 
track, while there is also the 
chance of a Royal representa- 
tive. Arabian Story is an outside 
consideration for Lord Hunt- 
ingdon and The Queen, who, to 
the chagrin of Australia's re- 
publicans, is with them every 
day on the back of their coins. 

Whoever goes ought to start 
charting their programme from 
here, according to Benton. 
“They can't treat it as a a after- 
thought he said from Mel- 
bourne yesterday. “It is one of 
the world's top races and it has 
to be treated as such, like a 
Breeders' Cup. They must pre- 
pare their horse, like Derraot 
Weld and Vintage Crop. 

“It's extremely important 
from our point of view that Aus- 
tralian racing has internation- 
al competition. We believe our 
raring is as good as anywhere 
in the world and we pride our- 
selves with the way we present 
our racing product" Our book- 
makers like to pride themselves 
on stingy odds and there was no 
deviation yesterday. Ladbrokes 
go 20-1 about Classic Cliche, 
while the Ibte offer a less then 
magnetic 3-1 for a European or 
Dubai-based victory. 


RACING’S FUTURES 

MARKET 


11 Hong Kong Jockey Club Trophy Handicap Clm) 1 

Horse (Trameiftmatt) 

Coral 

Wiliam MB 

Laremkes f 

DoKtra taaieo o BaUiteBRSfo) 

&1 


7-1 


7-1 

Rad RobbO (R AKehura/SsUiCI 

B-l 


7-1 


7-1 

Cosmic Prion AM bnu5/8SfS(l)l 

10-1 


B -1 


30-1 

RvToTbe Stare (M JohnstorVOstUbl 

12-1 


12-1 


10-1 

Gold Soats IM Smae/RctlSRii 

10-1 


10-1 


12-1 

I) Hwrintlar W (MroJ ft JtayrgdefVaaifo) 10-1 


V-a 


9-2 

Rtftt Wtae OW R HerryBsMIta) 

10-1 


10-1 


12-1 

Bold Words. (E DuteU8si3bi 

14-1 


14-1 


121 

Ctan Boo (H CaovSsnfob) 

12-1 


14-1 


10-1 

LoaMv Leader flR Hannon/dsi5ff)) 

14-1 


34-1 


14-1 

Harry Woffno (H CWMiBsaabr 

1 G -1 


14-1 


15-1 

Hanbearn (J JenWro/SsrlSIb) . 

16-1 


15-1 


14-1 

hdisata (R Aimstond8st2fo) 
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15-1 


14-1 

Shawm ID iode^ast3tti 

14-1 


12-1 


15-1 

Dreams End (P Bcwon/Bst) 

16-1 


14-1 


20-1 

Almond Rock D Fanshawe) 

lfrl . 
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20-1 

Annan Afeeta (B HanbuirfBsaaW 

16-1 


16-1 


25-1 

Autem Cow (P Hetieer/Tsiioaj) 

14-1 


33-1 


12-1 

| NB: henries. QrtylScaniun places V Z 3,4 anxrMt || 


1 Golden Mite HamScap (lm) II 

Kona 0 ramerAwBhD 

Coral TUreara HBI 

LadtaokiK 

Tote 

Bed Rotate (R AtehureVSniab) 

12-1 

10-1 


12-1 

11-1 

Brave Kris 0. Cumart/SsUCKbl 

14-1 

12-1 




14-1 

Cram Coot CL Cunani/Sstlllj) 

12-1 

12-1 


12-1 

14-1 

Dancing tanatt fl Baidr0/8st7ib) 

16-1 

14-1 


15-1 

15-1 

Cosndc Prfcice /M JarriaSst3ff>) 

15-1 

15-1 


15-1 

35-1 

Hy TO me Stare (M Jormaon/BsT^tb) 

IB-1 

15-1 


15-1 

14-1 

Mrarinao iG Wra(R7gi3tW 

12-1 

15-1 


14-1 

12 1 

CnflnotM W (N GrahanVSstlOlbl 

14-1 

14-1 


161 
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Odd Snare (M Stoute/Bstl3a» 

16-1 

16-1 


20-1 

16-1 

HsMatov Mi (Mis J RaroscferVS« 2 fo) 

16-1 

16-2 


16-1 

20-1 

lafn (B HanborwaatSlb) 

20-1 
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20-1 

20-1 

RUfat WW (W R HamBssSW 

20-1 

ie -1 


20-1 

20-1 

RuffiiDental (M PresttJtV7s7Bj) 

14-1 

16-1 


14-1 

20-1 


12-1 

16-1 


16-1 

20-1 

ttodeaux Jfowt IE DuntorfEW 6 a» 

25-1 
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16-1 

20-1 

Great Cted (M Suwte77stSlb) 

as-i 

20-1 


25-1 

25-1 


25-1 

- 20-1 


25-1 

25-1 

Prince Babar (J BaiWsQstflb) 

20-1 

20-1 


2 54 

25-1 

Staabeon IH OBalfflteOfo) _ _ 

25-1 

20-1 


25-1 

20-1 


30-1. 

2S-1 


20-3 

20-1 

Winter Roaraoca (E DimkxVSsiafo) 

25-1 

— .flftJL 


25-1 

25-1 

EacfMny •/• toe odds, maces 1 , 2 

3. 4 Goodmood, Odundaf. 31 Mfi j| 


Stewards’ Oup Handicap ( 6 f) ii 

M**a.(Trane<A*eSfihU 

Cote Vratiam HM 

Ladbrokes 

Tata 

Danettme (N CaHa 0 »vastlDlh) 

4-1 

5-1 


4-1* 

7-1 

Btateos Court Mrs J RamsaenfSstlSiti) 

14-1 

14-1 


30-1 

l l-l 

Ur Bast Valentine N Soana«st9fo) 

12-1 

14-1 


14-1 


«■- Befcfa ft. CrenarW9sr6fo) 

14-1 

14-1 


35-1 

14-1 

BoOn Joanne 0 Eastertwr9£t3lb) 

10-1 

10-1 


12-1 

16-1 

dwi Chlar (J AmaM77stUfo) 

15-1 

15-1 


16-1 

35-1 

Coastal Staff 77 D BamnSSUDto) 

18-1 

__14A_ 


12-1 

10-1 

Deuhle Bnence (P MakhV8st21W 

20-1 

lfrl 


14-1 

16-1 

otad ip MakHVBGCum 

16-1 

16-1 


20-1 

151 

Tumhtevraad Mdte (B MeefoarVSstSfo) 

20-1 

14-1 


12-1 

16-1 

Cosmic Prince (M JanW8st3ti>> 

20-1 

16-1 


26-1 

JO-1 

CMteMrBta«flBaMR08E(13lti 

25-1 

20-1 


16-1 

25-1 

Mdrasiiic 0 1 EvTBrfSsfitoi _ 

20-1 

20-1 


20-1 

2 S -1 

Sctoureiuwrit Flyer u Beirri9a) 

20-1 

20-1 


25-1 

25-1 

Tavserr fE DunksyBaiOlM 

20 J 

20-1 


25-1 

20-1 

To The Roof IP HamaSaSiD) 

20-1 

20-1 


25-1 

20-1 

Wanton! Time (B Meehflm/Bstl3U>' 

25-1 

2 &±_ 


2 S -1 

201 

EMand (Lwfir H*mt^/8a31bi 

33-1 

20-1 


— 

25-1 


Ex*-*ay ‘A toe o«s. places l, 2. X 4 
wiffr 3 run; Gaxtoaod, Sacurtily, 2 Au&OQ 


n an . £220. OF: £19-60. CSF: £3001. Tna 
£30.00. After s slew* inqtey. me ptoc 
foe remained unaRerati- 

5lDD: 1. STAHR iC Runnl W fjw. Z 
Itaopar 7-2: 3. Ttattm 100-30. S ran. fft, 
IVc (H Candy. Want#*). Tote ILL80; 
£2.40, 11.10, DF; £5.20, CSF; IR07. NR: 
Zone. 

530: i. KING KAMI ffiaye Harwood) 5-6 
tav, Z La Ctitamlal 7-4; 3. French inn 
7-1. 4 ran. V0. 3. (Mn; A AenWt, PlAbor- 
ougfi). TbOK £1.50. DFi ££20. CSF: 12.4&. 
Jackpot £7,100.00 (part M 3 K pool fit 


? 


Ptocripot £S0-2O. Qnadpot £G0i 
Pfao»fc £6L96. Pta«e5i £4&-ll- 

WtNDSOR 

6^0: Z. MUBB£ (D HQIancfl 11 -8 tor. Z 
Ia Grand Gouter 9-2:3. Runata£(teo^- 
1 - ID ran. He, -h. (B HBS). TWae £25ft 
£3L2D, £2-10, £330. DF: £430. CSF: 
£634, Tna £3530. 


TJX): L mss ZAFDNIC (P» Eddery) 7-2 
taw 2. Dratofrl: Z it* Gee 25-L 21 Mu 
. -2 jitw Sada {4tfiL 3ift. (R Hamon). 
Tote £4.10: £130. £2 50. £7.00. DF: 
£1230, CSF: £270a Trto: £27430 ME Qw 
Show. 

7jfti.siRUUB0r(JOufon)5-i;2.R»' 
tare Perfect 6-1; 3. Th* DBettefo 5-1. B 
wl U-4 fwvflua. lil iRHannonj.Tdte 
£60,0; £130, £1.90. 12-10. DF: £2330- 
CSF: £34. ia Tncasc £14859. Tnd: £4130. 
NR: Bitomhe Side. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
IL45: 3. OHDOG MQR Ik P McCcy} 1-4 
fov; 2L Mtesmasttine 1& L 3. Mls» Sreder 
12-1. 6 ran. ftsL 4. (M Meatfieff. rate 
£130: £1.20. £2>J0. DF: £4.50. CSF: 
£SD8.Ml:Witja*flnds&iMar- 

7J5:1.FKAL PRIDE (RJcrinson) 1-5 tar. 
2. WMs CMirt ll'l; 3. Dtmple Gwtb lO-l. 
4 ran. 6 . (fist (P Bowen). Tote £1-10. OF: 
£230. CSF: £2-94. 


■ The jockey John Egan was sus- 
pended and fined by the Folke- 
stone stewards yesterday. After 
riding the Simon Dow-trained 
Lancashire Legend into second 
spot in the^ 4 JO race, the jockey was 
suspended for four days from for 
careless riding. However, die stew- 
ards also took a dim view of the fad 
that the rider failed to attend 
their inquiry and fined him £200 
for leaving die course early. 

■ Luso, runner-up to Shantou in 
the Gran Premia di Milano on his 
most recent start, is to tackle an- 
other Group One contest in Dus- 


seldorf on Sunday week. Clive 
Brittain, trainer of the five-year-old 
son of Salse. said yesterday that the 
12-furlong WG2 Bank Deuiscfi- 
land-Preis is the horse’s next tar- 
get, Munich is the next stop for 
Luso's stable companion Needle 
Gun, who tackles the mile and a 
quarter Grosser Dallmayr Preis- 
Bayeriscbes Zuebtrenrten on 3 
August Plans for Amfortas are also 
being formulated. The Caerleon 
colt has not run this season because 
of an injury. "He is sound again and 
has been doing, a loi of steady 
work." Brittain said. 
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THE OPEN: Troon is bracing itself for Tiger-mania, which will prove a stem test for organisers and tempers, writes Andy 

Crowds making golf a dangerous 
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Centre of attention: Spectators eager to pick the best vantage points for the first day of the Open on Thursday, follow Tiger Woods on his practice round at Troon yesterday 


f They called it the Ab- 
erdeen Gate. By making 
their way along the beach, 
thousands of people man- 
aged to bypass the admis- 
sion gates and gain free 
entry to watch Arnold 
Palmer win his second suc- 
cessive Open. 

The championship had not seen 
crowds like it ever before. As Palmer 
marched to victory, so the inadequate 
number of marshals foiled to contain 
the mass of humanity that followed 
behind. All the competitors were af- 
fected, not least Palmer, who had to 
wait to play on every shot. 

“There were virtual stampedes as 
uncontrollable crowds raced along 
the fairways to gain the next vantage 
point," wrote Keith Maclde in his 


history of the courses on the Open 
rota. *One unfortunate golf-writing 
colleague was flattened in the rush 
and several people literally ran 
over him before he could regain his 
feet. That night, he discovered the 
clear imprint of spike marks in his 
back." 

That was at Troon in 1962. The 
Royal & Ancient, the organisers of 
the Open, took heed and realised 
that la order to produce the best 
tournament in the world, it had to 
be the best run. But 35 years on, the 
R&A face perhaps their biggest test 
since Amie’s Array went on the ram- 
page. Tigermania came to Ayrshire 
yesterday, when the youngest-ever 
US Masters champion arrived for his 
first Open as a professional. 

While the crowd was no bigger 


than usual for a Monday of Open 
week, most headed out to watch 
Tiger Woods, although the world 
No 1 threw a dummy to some of 
them by setting off for a practice 
round an hour earlier than expected. 

Wbods has a police escort with him 
this week, as well as four spedafly de- 
tailed stewards. Golf, perhaps, offers 
the best access to autograph hunters, 
but Greg Norman talked last week 
about having the “security blanket” 
thrown over him more omen. “Peo- 
ple think they knowyou from &D the 
media exposure,” Norman said. “It 
has changed in the last couple of 
years. I have feared for my safety at 
times." . - 

It is part of playing the star game. 
All that media exposure helps sells 
Norman’s clothing collection and 


Woods" Nike line. But it is one 
thing getting around off the course, 
another when spectator involve- 
ment disrupts proceedings on the 
course. The most vivid image of the 
US Open is of Cohn Montgomerie 
. standing with his arms raised on the 
17th green at Congressional, waiting 
in vam for the crowd to settle. 

“It was the rowdiest gallery I 
think I have ever seen," Davis Love 
said. “It’s beoomingmorr like a base- 
ball game or a basketball game, 
where people think they can yell or 
say anything they want” 

Tigermania has brought in new 
golf fans and Woods appreciates that 
many of diem are unfamiliar with the 
etiquette of the game. “It would be 
like me going to watch ciieket,” he* 
said. - 


Norman says alcohol is a problem 
and sales should be restricted. It was 
probably the cause -of the barrack- 
ing Montgomerie received after a 
rain delay on the second day at Con- 
gressional. A Washington radio sta- 
tion received a call on the Saturday 
morning from agroup who said they 
had been partying all night and 
were now going out to “harass 
golfers”. ' 

“We definitely want people to en- 
joy themselves, but yelling at the 
players has never been a part of the 
game," Love said. If is not 'a new 
phenomenon, however. Norman, 
who was involved in ah incident at 
tfaeKemper Open last month, once, 
asked a spectator to join him after 
hi5?Krahdfof apfiysical dne-od-dhe- 
at the 1986 US Open. ' -w : . 


But at Lytham last year, Tom 
Lehman was spurred on by a “chok- 
ing” reference from a spectator. 
“When I see a player get mad at a 
fan,” Lehman said. “I want to tell 
them: ‘What’s your problem? Shake 
it off.’ So what if he doesn’t like you. 
You don’t have to like him, either." 

According to David Hy, the ex- 
ecutive director of the US Golfers' 
Association: “Golf stai has the 1 best 
oode-of behaviour of any sport, you 
can’t have 30,000 mannequins. It 
stands to reason that the atmosphere 
will probably be less restrained. I 
don’t see any way to reverse that." 

. : Few crowds are more knowl- 
edgeable than those that attend the 
Open. Lehman recalled playing at 
‘ SSidWich four years ago and mis- 
Tnttmga shot which ended up 15 feet 


Photograph: David Ashdown 

from the pin. “The crowd watching 
me didn't applaud because they 
knew I did not hit it well and jusi got 
lucky," he said. “They know golf, 
here." 

Although picnickers from thev. 
Marine Hotel may still haw lain ow% ) 
their rugs on the 17th green for'a- 
wbile after the Troon course opened- 
in 1878, those north of the border ate 
more versed than any in the stick- . 
and -bah game. “Scottish fans ate the 
best in the world to play before," 
Norman said. ' 

What they make of Woods, this 
week will be interesting. The eanui-. . , 
est will no doubt realise that rather 
than fight for the smallest glimpse of 
the Tiger, there are plenty of other 
talented golfers on shov*-\o be; 
watched in relative comfort, - 


Olazabal advances with a spring in his step 


You cannot help yourself. 
Whtch Jose-Maria Olazabal and 
your eyes have to drop down- 
wards. His whippy, youthful 
swing may have conjured the 
perfect arc on the ball, yet the 
extent of his limp intrudes on 
your appreciation. 

It is inquisitiveness laced 
with concern and something the 
Spaniard understands. In your 
position, he would be looking, 
too. As recently as last month's 
US Open, his feet rather than 
his scores also preoccupied 
him. the pain shooting up his 
legs a reminder of the 18 
months during which he feared 
his career was over. There will 


be many playere thankful to be 
at Royal Troon for the Open this 
week, yet few will be as grate- 
ful as Olazab&L 
“The picture was a very dark 
one,” Olazabal said of his mood 
12 months ago, when what be 
thought was rheumatoid arthri- 
tis in his right foot made walk- 
ing impossible. “1 thought I 
might never play golf again. I 
had to watch the Open on tele- 
vision and the situation was not 
very pleasant at all" 

That is an understatement 
Olazabal, the Masters champion 
of 1994, appeared to be crossing 
the threshold into the height of 
his powers when he was struck 


Guy Hodg$on talks to the man looking 
to seal his return to health with victory 

down. His last, agonising at- on his spinal column. The pain 
tempt at a tournament bad been in his toes was not rheumatoid 
the Lanoflme Trophy in Sep- ; arthritis, but a long-distance 
tember 1995, after wtuch he en- symptom, 
tered into a period of treatment “All the nerves in your body 


down. His last, agonising at- 
tempt ata tournament bad been 
the Lancflme Trophy in Sep- 
tember 1995, after which he en- 
tered into a period of treatment 
that made his condition worse. 

Indeed Olazabal, 31, would 
probably be burning with frus- 
tration watching events from 
Troon on the small screen this 
week had be not taken one last 
sbot at recuperation. A friend 
from his amateur days recom- 
mended a doctor in Munich, 
who diagnosed a hernia trapped 


run through your spine," be 
said, “and tf the gap between the 
vertebrae is not wide enough, 
some of them get pinched. The 
right information was not get- 
ting to my legs." 

Those wires were disentan- 
gled when a two-day visit last au- 
tumn to Dr Han s Wilhelm 
Mull er-Wolfh art became three 


weeks and creeping despair be- 
came burgeoning hope. Olaza- 
bal spent up to six hours a day 
reconstructing his muscles and 
four months ago he introduced 
himself to the European Tour. 

tfis results ance -26th was his 
worst place until he missed the 
cut at Loch Lomond last week 
- would have been sati sfa ctory 
for almost axTyrme, but for some- 
one who had not played golf for 
18 months, ft was staggering. “I 
don’t have a clue why I was in 
contention straight away,” he 
said “I thought I’d need a lot of 
time bo fed comfortable en a golf 
course, so it was a surprise to me 
1 did as well as I did" 


Olazabal, to wholeseale 
amazement, is such a genuine 
contender at Troon tins week 
thai the ambitions he voiced yes- 
terday can not be dismissed as 
fancimL “When youoome to a 
tournament like this, you are not 
looking for second or third po- 
sition, you arelooking for a win. 
The Open is special- Somehow, 
when I tee off in this tourna- 
ment it feels different to any 
other in the world 
"Anybody who has gone 
through tough situations gets 
more mature. IVe arrived at the 
Open a few times striking the 
ball even better than I am now, 
but I wasn't as mature- 1 think 


that everything is on my side. " 

Wfell, almost everything. This 
. wffl be the first time he has played 
three tournaments in successive 
weeks smeehs comeback and his 
missed cut at Loch Lomond 
rankled Hs driving had let him 
down, he said “I would have 
loved to have been in contention, 
ft would, have teen the best 
thing for this week." 

The ache in his foot and the 
exercises to soothe it linger, but 
it is a measure of how far Olaz- 
abal has travelled that tee shots, 
rather than the shortest walk, 
trouble him now. 

His limp yesterday? There 
was no agn of it at aU. 



Olazabal: 1 thought I might 
now play golf again’ 
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Nicholas swings high to eclipse an idol 



Alison Nicholas claims the biggest prize in women's golf 
after narrowly beating Nancy Lopez Photograph: AFP 


There was something especial- 
ly poignant about Alison 
Nicholas’s one-shot victory over 
her idol Nancy Lopez, in the 
women's US Open at Pumpkin 
Ridge on Sunday night. 

For it was Lopez who per- 
suaded Nicholas she was good 
enough for the US Ibur when 
the English professional 
thought she would not return. 
And it is 40-year-old Lopez, the 
idol of the masses, who has still 
never won a US Open - the 
biggest prize in women’s golf. 
This was the fourth time she has 
finished runner-up. 

Lopez it was who put the 
LPGA and women's profes- 
sional golf on the map 20 years 
ago, when she burst on to the 
scene by winning 17 tourna- 
ments in her first two seasons. 

She has 48 career victories. 

With typical sensitivity ma her 
moment of triumph Nicholas, 
who was born in Gibralta but 


brought up in Yorkshire, gra- 
ciously deferred to the icon die 
had beaten, as the tears of sor- 
row flowed from Lopez. 

"I can understand the crowds 
wanted Nancy to win, but they 
supported me just as much.” 
Nicholas said. “Nancy is a great 
champion, a great legend of the 
game and it was a privilege to 
play with her.” 

Nicholas's victory was all the 
more remarkable considering 
that she did not take up the game 
until she was 17. Until then ten- 
nis had been the mam sporting 
preoccupation, but her diminu- 
tive stature -she. is just 5ft -was 

proving a problem and she 


Liz Kahn on the British golfer who 
beat her mentor to claim the US Open 


course her size was far less of an 
impediment, and within two 
years she was down to scratch. 

Sixteen years later she has 
joined her sport’s elite, after re- 
maining calm during a thrilling 
final day’s play. Nicholas, who 


is known as a tidy, accurate and 
consistent golfer, is pound for 
pound one of the longest strik- 
ers off the tee. and was some- 
times; to the amazement of 
the crowds, ahead of Lopez. 

All the same, Sunday's vietcay 
required aU Nicholas’s fighting 
qualities, and even when she ea- 
gled the long fourth by pitching 
straight into the hole, she al- 
lowed herself only a sober 
salute of acknowledgement 

Paired with Lopez, Nicholas 
was three ahead going into 
Sunday's round and the Amer- 
ican flung out a birdie from 
three feet at the first While 
Nicholas eagled the fourth, 
Lopez birdied and still found 
herself trailing by three shots. 

With precious little between 
them, Nicholas remained ahead 


and only at the I4th did her 
nerves jangle, as she wedged 20 
yards over the green into some 
jungle-like rough. A penalty 
drop gave her a double-bogey 
ana cut her lead to one shot. 

A duffed chip meant that 
Nicholas bogeyed the 17th. but, 
haviqg found sand, so did Lopez 
and the American remained one 
shot behind. After two boom- 
ing drives at the 18th the pair 
were still neck and neck, but 
Nicholas played the better sec- 
ond to the fringe, while Lopez 
had to chip from the right 
rough to 15 feet The crowd was 
wjllmg her to sink It to go into 
a play-off, after Nicholas had 
putted to a foot, but Lopez felt 
the tears pricking as her shot 
slithered past the hole. 

^ was realty fan. It’sjnstafei- 


tastic feeling to walk down those 
fairways trying to win the US 
Women’s Open and I enjoyed 
every minute of it,” Lopez said. 
" Nicholas hugged her caddie, 
Mark Fulcher, who was un- 
doubtedly a key figure in her vic- 
tory. A recent partnership; 
Fok± erased to caddie for Lau- 
ra Davies. He is known for his 
positive outlook and is one of 
the best in the trade. 

Mickey Walker, the former 
Sotheim Cup wpiaifi. was quick 
to praijse the performance of 
one of her team. “1 was not sur- 
prised to see Ali win. She has 

been working very hard on her 

fitness and mental ability with 
trainer, Raul Darby, on her 

swing with Lawrence Farmer.” 




nessusedlobemnarjingandbe- 
mg d own on herself. The way she 
carried herself and her whole de- 

meatwur last week, was most im- 


Nicholas’s breakthrouj 
came when she won the 19 
British Strokeplay (she has al 
been a Yorkshire champiot 
but she was overlooked for t 
1984 Curtis Cup and turn 1 
professional. 

The first of her 12 victories 
a professional came in the 1 9 
women's Open erver the tou. 
St Mellion course. . Always 
stalwart of the Solheim Chp 
P*“tnerehipwfth hergreatfrie 
Davies -who stayed on to che 
at Pumgfc 

Nicholas did not enjoy 'fa 
fast spell on the American to 
in 1990, but Lopez was rnstr 
mental in persuading her to i 
turn in 1993 and she w 
rewarded with two victories 
1995. Her friendship wj 
Betsy King in America has al 
taken Nicholas into iherircje 
Christians in Sport. ' 


Keast climbs ladder at Quins as Worcester lure Cusworth 


Rugby Union 


Andy Keast, technical coach to 
the Lions in South Africa, 
and Les Cusworth, the Eng- 
land assistant coach, both took 
on new coaching roles yester- 
day. 

keast has been promoted ro 
director of rugby at Harlequins 
as the London club introduce a 
southern hemisphere-style 
coaching system. He coached 


Quins to third place in the 
league and to the PiUdngton 
Cup semi-final last season. Cus- 
worth takes the same job title 
at Worcester. 

Keast will be responsible for 
all coaching and playing matters 
at The Stoop, while contractu- 
al and financial arrangements 
will be left to the chief execu- 
tive. Donald Ken. 

Keast’s promotion back- 
room comes as Quins attempt 
lo “streamline" club business 


in the wake of Dick Best’s 
sudden departure at the end of 
last season. Best, a former 
England coach, was sacked by 
Gums only two years into a 10- 
ycar rolling contract after dis- 
content surfaced among the 
playing squad about training 
schedules. 

Keast said: "I hope I can fill 
the void left by Dick Best’s de- 
parture. Dividing the squad 
management responsibilities in 
this way is designed to enable 


the director of rugby to con- 
centrate his efforts on playing 
and coaching whilst ensuring 
that the business management 
of the squad continues on a 
sound footing. - 

"Many dubs in the southern 
hemisphere have found such a 
system to be beneficial to both 
prayers and the club. It fa im- 
portant that we streamline the 
dub to keep up with the mod- 
ern game." 

Meanwhile, Malcolm Wall 


has succeeded Roger Looker as 
chairman at The Stoop. The 40- 
vear-old former Quins lock is 
the deputy director of United 
Broadcasting and Entertain- 
meat, which owns the ITV. 
companies Anglia, Meridian 
and HTV 

The appointment of Cus- 
worth, who has just returned 
from England’s one-off Test 
with Australia m Sydney, is a ma- 
jor coup for Worcester. He will 
sign today with last season's 


Courage Division Poor cham- 
pions after several meetings 
with Worcester’s multi-miSion- 
aire backer, Cecil Dudcworth. 

Mike Robins, the dub chair- 
man, said: “We are starting to 
attract top-class players and 
you must get the best coach for 
them. They don’t come much 
better than Les. 

“He did not take much per- 
suading to come here. The 
England job is part-time and, if 
the terms were right, I think he 


vas looking to get involved in 

the game at dub leveL This role 

appealed to him” 

Worcester had also been in 
Mgotiatious with the former 
England full-back Jonathan 
Chttaid for the post but hisclub, 
refused to release the 
player from his contract 
Worcester will be happy to al- 
to*; Cusworth to continue as 
Jack Rowell’s No 2 if he is 
appointed by En g la n d. 

Robins said: “He did say 


.when we made-the o 
would be prepared i 
cany on with Eng] an 
were more than hap 
‘yes’. It would give gri 
to the club." 


titoe at the evening 
session, began his m 
with Wakefield befc 
Moseley, Her. then 
Leicester whence h 
<fozen England caps 
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Prancing Horse overshadows Williams’ celebrations 



Song and dance: Damon Hill celebrates his first point 
with Chris de Burgh on Sunday night Photograph: AFP 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 

They partied deep into the 
evening and had every right to. 
One hundred grand pfix wins at 
a strike rate substantially su- 
perior to that of formula One's 
Other centurions, McLaren and 
Ferrari, fittingly completed at 
SUverstonc, scene of their first 
success, represents emphatic 
confirmation of Williams' place 
in motor racing's annals. 

But even as thev drank to 
Jacques Villeneuve's victory in 
Sunday’s British Grand Prix, the 
sense of impending eclipse per- 
vaded the atmosphere. Per- 
haps they recognised an omen, 
[n 1979, the year of Williams’ 
maiden win, Ferrari had their 
last world champion. Events at 
Silverstone appear to have di- 


verted few from the belief that 
Michael Schumacher will ride 
the Prancing Horse to the title 
this year. 

Schmnacher’space, before a 
wheel-bearing failure brought 
him to a halt, provided further 
proof of Ferrari* s advance and 
caused the Williams hierarchy to 
temper their celebrations. Frank 
Williams, who founded the com- 
pany 19 years ago, paid tribute 
to those who had contributed to 
the winning formula, yet ad- 
mitted he was relieved to bank 
the points from this race. . 

The season has followed the 
precise course he feared. Schu- 
macher, the man he and most 
others acknowledge as a elate 
apart, has been given a suffi- 
ciently improved Ferrari ro out- 
manoeuvre his drivers, despite 
the fact that the Williams- Re- 
nault is stiD the best in the field. 


Patrick Head, Williams' part- 
ner, said: “It is going to be a 
tremendously hard struggle 
against Michael between now 
and ibe end of the year." 

Hemz-Harald Fremzen was 
recruited, at the expense of Da- 
mon Hill to resist Scbu macbers 
challenge. Another miserable 
day at Silverstone, where he 
stalled on the grid and collided 
with another car and went out 
on the first lap, dealt more 
blows to his reputation and ap- 
parently left Vuicneuvc to car- 
ry the championship fight alone. 

WDliams stated at the week- 
end it was “probable” he would 
have the same drivers on board 
next year and that, therefore, it 
was fikely he. would not have a 
vacancy for Hill although it was 
“possible" he might welcome 
back the 1996 world champion 
in the future. Williams will not 


be atone if he is wondering how 
different it might be if he had 
the Englishman now - or 
whether he ought to engineer 
his return in 1998. 

Hill’s first point for Arrowy- 
Yam aha helped repair his im- 
age and recover some of his 
losses in Formula One's stock- 
market. He must, however, be 
waxy he does not price himself 
outofamtaiikraJroraseatwitb 
a leading team. * 

Sunday’s result appears to 
have done little to improve the 
situation at Arrows. It is 
thought both parties wish to 
Split, the driver to find a more 
competitive car and the team to 
invest his £4.5m salary in re- 
search and development. Both 
consider the alliance a mistake 
and want to avoid losing face, 
so they are expected to part “by 
mutual agreement". 


“Wumiug [a point} yesterday 
was very pleasing and I was de- 
lighted by the crowd's reaction." 
Hill said on Monday. However, 
long term, it is not enough. 
“There's always going to be ag- 
itation when the car is not do- 
ing as weD as it should. Tom 
j Willdnshaw, the Arrows team 
manager] is keen to get results, 
but to be honest, I can't make 
something of nothing. I need a 
decent car. Tbm is very cagey 
aboufwhathebasuphisslewe. 
It would be helpful it I had some 
idea of his intentions." 

Paddock gossip indicates Hill 
has a new job fined up, but every 
source tends to point hi a dif- 
ferent direction. Some say 
Sauber, some McLaren, some 
Prost. Some tell you he is seek- 
ing 510m (£6.25m) for his ser- 
vices, which might, of coarse, 
explain the rooiradkiory stories. 


It might also discourage would- 
be employers. 

A new "generation of dm ns 
has arrived in Formula One. 
They are young, talented, en- 
thusiastic, committed - and 
cheap. Arrows are not alone in 
realising you need not spend 
fortunes on drivers unless, that 
is, you can afford Schumacher. 

Benetton arc understood to 
be unloading the experienced 
and well-paid Jean AlcsL sec- 
ond on Sunday, and Gerhard 
Berger, to bring in Giancarlo 
FisicheUa and Alexander Wurz. 
who was Lhird at Silverstone as 
Berger’s understudy. The word 
is that Alesi will be a direct swap 
for FisicheUa, moving to Jordan. 

Hill 37 in September, will be 
anxious not to miss out in the 
shuffle this time. Much could 
depend on the value he attaches 
to racing fulfilment. 


Bastille Day 
misery for 
Boardman 


ROBIN NICHOLL 

with the Tour de France 

Chris Boardman was among the 
casualties when the Tour de 
France explodedlike a Bastille 
Day firecracker in the mountain 
mists of the Pyrenees yesterday. 
The British rider finished the 
1S2 kilometres with two dis- 
placed vertebrae after crashing 
on the descent from the first of 
four mountains. 

f Almost 2S minutes after a ju- 
bilant Laurent Brochard cele- 
brated the national festival with 
victory at Loudenvielie, Board- 
man rode in with a group con- 
taining Britain's other hope. 
Max Sciandri. 

After a hospital check. 
Boardman said he would con- 
tinue the Tour. “If it had been 
any other race 1 would be going 
home." he said “I have stressed 
the back of my neck, and it is dif- 
ficult to turn my head Otherwise 
I don’t foresee any problems.’’ 

Since his Tour debut three 
years ago Boardman has-been 
dogged by trouble. In 1995 he 
crashed minutes into the open- 
ing time trial in Brittany, frac- 
turing his ankle and wrist Then 
last year he suffered a digestive 
complaint. 

Yesterday as 'Boardman was 
approaching team cars behind 
the main group, there was lit- 
tle visibility in the fog around 
the Col du Sou lor. 

4 > "I made the mistake of watch - 
ing another rider, and sudden- 
ly the road turned green." 
Boardman said “I rode up a 
bank then fell into a ditch. I re- 
alised that I could not ride 130 
kfiomelres on my own. especially 
with a mountainous 250 kilo- 
metres to race next day, so I 
waited for a group of riders.” 

Boardman is now 27 minutes 
and 54 seconds behind his GAN 
colleague, Cedric Vasseur, who 
saved his yellow jersey of Tour 
leader by 13 seconds. The 
Frenchman arrived in the fin- 
ishing straight with thousands of 
compatriots quietly counting 
down the time difference be- 
tween him and the German Jan 
Ullrich until \hsseur crossed the 


finish line. Now Ullrich, second 
last year in his first Tour, is 
poised for the famous colours. 
He finished fourth yesterday be- 
hind Richard Virenque. of 
France, and Marco Pantani, of 
Italy. They were 14 seconds be- 
hind Brochard, who fought off 
all-comers, including the three 
chasers, to claim the biggest vic- 
tory of his raring life. 

Ullrich was guarding 
Bnxhard's team-mate, Virenque, 
who fired off attacks that even- 
tually shook Bjaine Riis, the 
1997 Tour victor, out of a lead- 
ing group as they tackled the fi- 
nal mountain, the Col d’Aspin. 

Riis was not dismayed with 
the outcome: “It is quite normal 
for me to have a difficult first 
stage in the moun tains . I had 
problems on the last climb, and 
when Virenque attacked I had 
to let him go. Fortunately Jan 
[Ullrich] had a superb day. The 
real Tour is just beginning, and 
there is still a long way to go." 

Boardman had predicted “an 
explosion" and the human de- 
bris was scattered along the \hl 
du Lou ran with riders finishing 
more than half an hour after the 
podium ceremony. Two were 
eliminated for Ming to beat the 
time limit and five retired. 

The test of the day was the 
Tourroalet, where the road ris- 
es to 2,114 metres. Most of its 
18 kilometres were covered 
with encouraging graffiti and 
fans of all nations, who had 
camped out overnight. They bad 
come to see the suffering and 
the courage, and they were not 
disappointed. 

The Tourmalet is one of the 
“giants" in Tour history. In 
1913 Eugene Christophe con- 
tributed to the stories sur- 
rounding it. He arrived at the 
top with a massive lead but 
broke his front forks and had to 
walk 13 kilometres to St Marie 
de Campan at the foot of the 
mountain. There he repaired his 
forks in the village smithy, but 
was penalised by an official for 
accepting "outside help"; a 
young lad bad pumped the 
forge bellows. 

For those who suffer in the 
Tour, Christophe could be their 
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Yesterday’s stage winner, Laurent Brochard, is pursued to the line by one of the Tour's characters Photograph: AP 


patron saint He was the first 
man to wear the yellow jersey 
when it was introduced in 1919, 
but his chance of keeping it van- 
ished when again his forks broke. 
This time there was no smithy 
and he lost three hours, in 1922 
his forks let him down again, but 
undeterred- he raced on using 
the bike of a parish priest 

TOUR DE RMNCE Ninth stage 082km. 
Pmi to VbMc lonron): 1 L Bnxftard (ft) Fes- 
tma 5hr2Am*i 573K? 2 R VhenQue iFO Fas- 
ttna + ldsec 3 M Pantani (It) Mercator? Una; 
4 J ufincti (Gen TeK*om bath same oma; 9 
J M Jimenez (Sp) Baneao +41; 8 1 Dufam 
(ShW Ftestrna; 7 F Eseartm (Sp) Xa*ne; 8 B 
Rfs (Deni Telekom all same time; 9 F 
Casa^ande (R) Saeco +L07; ID A Dlano (So) 
Banestw H J Uukka (Bn) Festma: U R Cav 
n (It) Mercatore Uno ad same tone: 13 M Bel- 
tran (Sp) Banesto +1:28; 14 0 Camenand 
ISwil) Mapei +2.-02; IB L Maaouas (Ft) Lot- 
to +2:24; 18 D NanKlo (10 Mopec 17 B Zberg 
(Swt) Manama uno an same erne: 18 M Fav 
ca» Ot) Roslecn +2:57.29: 19 P Lrt) iFrl Mg 
Mat Auber 93; 20 C Vasseur (Frt GAN al same 
tone. Other*: 29 L Jaiaoert IFr) ONCE +537; 


85 EZabeMGed Teuton +lii»a0CBe>Wl- 
mwi (GB) GAN; 122 MSoandtr (GJ3) FOJ boot 
+27:57. 

Owrafl standings 1 Vasseur 47hr 14mm 
35ser; 2 UMcfr +13 sac; 3 0fano + 1:14; 4 
Rlls+l;43; G VRrque +1:43 6 Escattn 
+2:14; 7 Camenzmd +2:27: 8 Dufauz 
+2:48; 9 Namdio +3:49; 10 BrocJrand 
+4.-04; 11 Madouas +4:05: 12 Ltn +4:09: 
13 P Luwnfiefger [AutJ Rabobank + 4:13; 14 
J-C Raton (Fr) US Postal Service +4:25; 15 
Pantani +4:34.41. Other*; 17 Jalabert 
+5:46; 41 Zabel +1532: 72 Boardman 
+27:54: 06 Serandrr +34:53. 

Points standings : 1 Zabed 242pts;2FMav 
cassn (Frt GAN 173; 3 J Bfcfevens (Nett) TVM 
159; 4 N Mmali <nj BAT 121; 5 R McEwerr 
lAus) Rabooanh 143 ; 8 M Traversoni (It) Mer- 
caiore Uno 111; 7 F Simon iFn GAN 108; 8 
A Baffl (It) US Postal Samoa 84; 9 F Batdato 
(It) MAG 76; 18 N Jalabert fFtl COF 89. 
Ktogoftfw mountains stmtotfs; 1 SrocftanJ 
UOpts; 2 Viianque 100: 3 UfeKh «; 4 P Han 
(Frl Festma 62; 6 Diiwn 46; 6 J Pascual (Sp) 
Keime 40; 7 U Bolts (Gerl Teieton 40; 8 Pan- 
on 38; 9 Cesagrande 36, 18 Jimenez 30. 
Taan aton9n0R 1 Teieton loirr 48n*r 
4 seer 2 Feans +125; 3 Banesto +4:44; A 
Mereaioro Uno +6:55: B Mapev +1339: 6 
Keime + 15:24; 7 US Postal Service + 16*4; 
8 Loro +23:54; 9 Rabobank +2439. U 
ONCE +25:17. 
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Luz-Sairt-Siuvaf”" J 

SaM-Lary-Smlani 


Today: Stage 10 
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SPORTING DIGEST 


Becker draws 
the crowds 

* 

'Tennis 

Boris Becker is winding down 
his career, but the three-times 
Wimbledon champion is still a 
magnet for the public when he 
plays in Germany. 

Over 3.000 people watched 
him practice yesterday for a 
tournament he has never won, 
the Mercedes Cup in Stuttgart. 

Becker plays his opening 
game today, but his fellow Ger- 
man, Marc Goellner, is already 
through to the second round, 
, having overcome Richey 
( .^eneberg, when the : American 
was forced to retire in the third 
set because of back problems. 


>£ TELE INDEPENDENT 

/life 


LIVE COMMENTARY 

0891 881 485 


ROUND UP 

0891 525 075 

0* ran !0( par 1*101 a Atom A Bfofina omitu. 


Rodman debut 
in wrestling 

Basketball 

Dennis Rodman knocked down 
the referee and kicked him out 
of the ring. But he did not have 
to worry about a fine from the 
NBA commissioner. David 
Stem. 

The Chicago Bulls bad boy 
made his professional wrestling 
debut at Daytona Beach, Flori- 
da on Sunday in a venue where 
die only rules were no biting, no 
eyc-gouging and no throwing 
wrestlers past the first row of 
spectators. 

However, Rodman, who is 6ft 
Sin and 220 pounds, and his lag- 
team partner. Hulk Hogan, lost 
to Lex Luger and Giant, who 
stands at 7ft 4in, in the World 
Championship match. 

The 25-minute bout ended af- 
ter Luger go! Hogan in a “tor- 
ture rack” submission hold above 
his head. “I'm very tired, but 1 
made it,” Rodman said. When 
asked if he would do it again, he 
said. “Of course, of course ” 
Donning Hack nail polish and 
glitter, rouge and stripes on his 
face, Rodman posed for pictures 
with Hogan before the match. 
The bout was aired on pay-per- 
view television. 

“It ain't about being big or 
strong. It's about having it in the 
head." Rodman said. “I’m not 
onc-dimcnsional." 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Boston 2 Toronto 3; Bal- 
nmofo 4 MBwau\eo 6; NY Yankees 1 Detroit 
3: Kansas 6iy 6 Ctocaet White Sax 7: Mi* 
neaata 5 Cleveland 12: Oakland 3 Anatean 5; 
Seattle 2 Tows 4 . 

NATIONAL LEAGUE; PAtsJMgh 5 Houston 3; 
CmttreOOMnrtreel 2:0*300 Cute 5 SZ Louis 
11; Colorado 11 San Die®) 13; Los Angeles 
9 San Franosco 3: Bands 9 PtnKwaipho 3: 
AHarva 6 NY MetS 7. 

Bowls 

G8EENALL*S WATERLOO HANDICAP (Btack- 
poof): Second round winners; N Batohaw 
i&incaughi, S Hoasoigrave (Sheffield). J Han* 
tosttn (A&«cries&eHl. m Bntton CSdHies). R Mar- 
ham t Barrow n Furrasi. T Morfiam (Barrow 
m Furness), C Mo»rcon iSatei. A Rclev (hta#* 
leyl.GE&flNhMefcQ.WRxsnawIBustai&i). 

T Jotndone (Warhnnan). B Nnior lAshron m 
Maherfexn. 

Cricket 

TETLEY BITTER FESTIVAL TROPHY (Scar- 
benroogH): Praadent'e » 168 for 9 (D C Boon 
W; R i SKtabotuim 5-27; 50 overs); Yortahre 
169 far 5 IA McGrath 52. M D Mrson 51; C 
Z Hams 4-26) YoitaMne won by live wfck- 

AON RISK TROPHY (one day): Berman tot 

Durham 261 lor 9 IB M S Waaon 94, J A Da- 
ley 79k Yorkshm 1S3 (R A KerM»rau0i 5U 
Durham won by 388 run. Tau nt orc Giouces- 
terarwe 29? for 9 (T h C Hancod, 122. N 1 
Tranor 63: M E Tiesooitock 4-561; 5omena 
231 (P D Bowler 63. RJ Turner 5 0: R I Daw- 
son 4 -A u . GMucwmhira won by 61 nm 
ASIA CUP (Cotorabo): Sri Lenha 239 fM S 41- 
apaau a>. 49 owt«; Pelastan 224 for 9 (Sai- 
nt Maih 57: S T Jawunya 4-45; 50 overs). 
Sri Lmia woo by 15 ruas. 

Football 

FA UMBRO TROPHY Rrst Round quaOMBK 
US Oct): Szzfforfl Rangers v Hnooey Urmed: 
Moor Green v Atow s ta n n rjnnad: BiMon v A+ 
fneton Twn Bedararth Urea) « Srodtandfie RaiK 
Stonte; SoSwII Bmu^i v Shepshed Dytom; 
CrtcCArt United v TraHord; Terniaortt) u Conge- 
ton Town: Pag« Rangers v Biieton Town; wn- 
ron Alban v Fanley OeWc: RaddHfe Bvougn v 
Duuev Town; Eastwood Town v Raddttdi Unit- 
Bfawnal v Spemymoor Untett Helper Town 
v Dioyfcden; Wnstaid United v Broston Town: 
Fkun v M4dMA Town; *W»rSe« vHMytom- 
Fflckley AthWbc v Logn RM; Krtowsiey Unned 
V Great Harwood Town; Sudan Coldfield Town 
v Gretna: White* Bay v Wcvtaop Town: Womb- 
lev v Gravesend S Northfleac Whyleteate v Mar- 
pie: Coffiy Town v Newport AFC: Yale Town v 
Molesey: Tonbndgev Newport ilW): OdwdCdy 
vCMtoidToMtHaMnTwivHendmTiow- 
tmdflf Towi v Raunos Town; Boo«r Rnos Town 
v Thame Urtond; WaAon & Horsham v Slaineo 
T-wn: Aldershot Town v Croydon; woKriowUe 
v Faher AB*w, CrMMy Town v nr^tonan; 


BracMey Town v Worowter Cny: Ashford Town 
vVS Rughy; Hjmpttn v V***igh,»n Twai; Eve- 
shom Utotea v Rodwva Trren; B*«ay Town v 
Grays AWenc: R&mtord v Cnertsey Town: Hai- 
nw Boiou0) v Westorvsuper-Mare; hums Town 
vEnthdiBeli«oera:BasinestDiwTownvLeaito- 
heoct Leyton Ffemrt v Baidoci, To*rr CombncW: 
Ory v Maefertieod Unaed: Vifetoecli Toai v Oeve- 
dan Town: Caatoton Atwmfc v Raone CU) War- 
•toe Ffea Town v Alxngpon Town; Twxmga v 
Waymourh: Fareham Town vW4neyT»»n. 

FA CARLHBHtQ VASE Firat Round qna&fying 
(6 Suptj: EadngUn Goffiery v Naraon £ Stocfc 
(on Aments; Brandon Urated v Penrith; Grap- 
wei v'Hal Road Rang** Okhumr Town v 
ThacUey. Buseou* v Btochpool Wren) Robs 
L ung Eaton Unaod v Haiwordi Cl: Giossop North 
End v vaurfao (M; AiaK&y Mem vArolO Town: 
Ramsbottom UniKd v Chaddentm: St Helens 
Town v Ossea Town: Rwe h ore Town v Weffing- 
borough Town: Shthal Tour) vUBdnostod: Bar- 
raw Twn v M*ht KA; StaperMI v Gomai 
Athleoc: Fahenham Town v Hoffieach Urated; 
Bramtm Town v Bn&nrt&ea Utood; Somer- 
sham Town v Waiboya Town: Ipsmcft Mfander- 
era V Lowasiofl Town; Stanswd v EasATVamBCh 
United: Brffileswade Town v BeeconsfWd 
swmcnaltair St Peter vltonfcHenfoni Town 
vFtodnwelHeodeHomOiuahvWeeUsainKHan- 
v«| T*wi v Harlow Town: Saadeeri Unted v Three 
Bndees: Fofceston e Imtoa v East Preston: 
Pa^iamvRadhitEndi TownvFamiram Town: 
Me Oah v Lsnone Slade Green v DorHne 
Chrinijiuich v Sandiawta Town: BnrcAenhura v 
Cowes Sports: Bodirm Town v Bbhod Sutton: 
Odd Down v Tontngton; MeUnham Town v St 
QUraey. 

ULS: New York-New Jersey MenoStm 4 Cd- 
txado Rapds 1. 







13: 89 M Rates (Moseley)- SMk Under-IT: 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 



72 67 73 70: A FufcusNma (Japan) 71 T1 69 
71: D Andrews 74 71 68 71. 284 J Inkster 

72 66 76 70: 0 Pepper 72 70 72 70: B Bur- 
ton 73 72 69 70: L Neumann (Swe) 67 70 
76 71; D Rrchaid 68 70 T3 73. 28S T John- 
son (GSI 69 74 71 71: K Ml urns 71 71 67 
76. 88: 286 C PWD 71 71 73 71. 287 C 
Maanaw 76 69 70 72. 288 K Marshas 72 72 

73 72. 

OPS* CHAMPMNSHtPQaMmere (G8nd M 
ontess stotodh GLASGOW QJUUES (par 73J: 
134 J Brnnesy |F0 66 68. 135 K Duke IUS) 

69 66: W Westner (SA) 66 69; S Drrlap (US) 
67 68. 138M Mier 69 67. V PMfce 70 66. 
137 T Gonia (Gerl 69 68; R ieequean (Fr) 67 
70:0 Dodd (Aus) 69 6& i Siaentoner iNetM 

70 67 . RVME BOGSOE (par T«: 133 J her- 
nonan (USA) 67 66. 135 6 Ghd (Irttfl 67 SB. 
136 H Borad 69 67; J Payne 66 70; R D»* 


Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH (Marta, mhUgtt)? Canada 
RapresonsHve XV v wstes. 

FoottsaU 

HIERNAnONAL TOURNAMENT (Crofca Park, 

DuMn): Dwry Cny v CeUc I6JXA: Newcastle v 
PSV BndKMti (8.15). RlenS^ inwt c b fti. 
CaemarAxt Aran v Wtaham f7 J30i: PUflest v 
West Ham 17301 

Cricket 

ROVES STORES CHALLENGE (one day: XUfjr. 
S cMix tm mfi c YotWtW v Nsthertands. 

AON IBS( TFWHV (OM (to, UJOji QmMis- 
hto Esset v MCC YOung utckeiera. Brictot 
Gtoueestenshtre * VRxeestershbe. Waffiacfa CC: 
Nottarg t arw iWi v Derpysrate. 

SECOND M CHAMPIOHSIW (Brat day of fair; 
U-Ol! Taunton: Somerset v w a rwc hs hi re . The 
Orrat Surrey v henL 

MINOR COUNTIES CHAMPtONSHP (Brat day 
or tm; 11. ot Carlisle: Cumberland v Cem- 
bndeaahn. W e ynw*! Doom « Conwaal. 

OUwr apart * 

SPEEDWAY: SB Cap SareHlnat Bradfom « 
E a ai wu rn e . Premier Loo&o; Hi v tone 
Eaton. Anmiaar Laaflue: St Ausbdl v toswren 
and Kn* Lynrt. ■ 

TOMS: Men s Ototam^r Tournament (Man- 
diMat). 


Baulch pips 
Black for the 
spare place 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The gold medals won so fef 
by the 19-year-old Algartarr 
Baya -IteHouli at the Arab 
Games in Beirut Raftoulr, 
■ who collected her .first grid, 
in the womoi.’s longjump on 
Sur^fey, won thelOOrrfetres 
and^OOm hurdtesyeaetday; 


Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

Britain's sel ectors yesterday diut 
the door on their Olympic 400 
metres silver medallist and team 
captain, Roger Black, as they 
awarded the third individual 
place at next month’s World 
C h a m pi on ships to Jamie Baulch. 

The 23-year-old Welshman, 
who finished third behind the 
new British record holder, Iwan 
Thomas, and Mark Richardson 
in Sunday’s world trials, left 
Birmingham hoping his time of 
45.02sec would be sufficient to 
get the trip to Athens. 

A British Athletic Federation 
insider confirmed yesterday 
that the selectors agreed with 
him, a decision which is dne to 
be announced today. 

Black, 3 1, has been out of ac- 
tion with a virus infection since 
a disappointing run in the 
British Grand Pnx on June. He 
had arranged to test his fitness 
in Hechtel, Belgium, on Satur- 
day, three days inside the dead- 
line for team selectioru 

Before sitting out the week- 
end's trials. Black said he was 
hoping for the right roll of the 
dice. Now it appears that his 
game is over without him hav- 
ing had a turn. 

Black will nevertheless be in- 
cluded in the relay team, where 
his abihtywili be vital in mount- 
ing a serious challenge to the 
American holders of the title. 

The decision will clearly have 
satisfied Baulch, who said on 
Sunday that he felt he bad 
proved himself over three 
rounds of racing, even though 
he had not been able to break 
45 seconds. 

Thomas, who lowered 
Black’s 1996 British mark by 
O.Olsec to 44.36sec, and 
Richardson, who maintained his 
consistent form with a time of 
44.82, both backed Baulch, 
while paying tribute to the help 
and inspiration Black has pro- 
vided for everyone in the event 

Britain's 400m men will, as 
expected, be likely to face 
Michael Johnson in Athens fol- 
lowing yesterday’s confirma- 
tion by the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 


86 A More (cor) [The Vstel, Under-16: 86 R 
Edmunds UEnwlei. Under-lS: 92 D Clayson 
(Tawisbury Park). 

Rugby League 

AUSTRALIAN SUPBI LEAGUE: Catena 4. Brts- 
bana 19. 

Rugby Union 

Second division Moseley have signed 
John Uley from Letaes&sr on a two year 
Ml-time contract. Although Uley has 
played most of his senior rugjy at full- 
back, Moseley intend to switch him to 
fly-half. 

West Hartlepool, relegated into the sec- 
ond division last season, have signed 
Western Samoa international and Auck- 
land scrum-half Tu Nu UaUti'Wa. 


(4-5): KortBNM (5-4) to Toehlnorada (6-3): 
Terao (6-3) to Geriyu (6-3); Hamanoehma 
C7-2) to Asanowaka (4-51: R*» (V4) to 
Mnotofi* (3-6); Metnoura (4-5) to 

KottmBKH 0-6): Todvno*oLs 0-6) to 

tfcgonounu (1-8); AUnoswma 15-4] to 

Asanostu (3-6): Tahatnfla (7-2) M talma 

(2-7); Tocfiuura (6-4) to MusqyBma i5-4): 
TamtfcajuBs (5-4) to Kototrauma (1-8): 
MussBtomaru (6-31 to Tosanoumi (4-5); 
Takanommi (5-4) tn KMcnouafca (5-4); 
Wakanorera 16-3) to OgreshM (2-7); 
Ahebono (7-Z) to Aoeyama (4-5): 
Tatorotiana (8-1) to Asstoyutaka (5-4). 

Tamils: 

HALL OF FAME CHAMPIONSHIPS GRASS 
COURT TOURNAM EN T (Newport, Rhode tor 
M FbratSSflfBSwn (Arm) ttB Steven (NZ) 


that defending champions from 
1995 will be given wild cards to 
compete in Athens. 

That opens the wav for a 
number of athletes, many of 
them American, to lake part de- 
spite failing to qualify in their 
national trials. 

Johnson, who could contest 
both the 200 and 400m in 
Athens, pulled out of a meet- 
ing in Stuttgart on Sunday be- 
cause he has still not recovered 
from the injury which kept him 
out of the US trials. 

But his agent. Brad Hunt, 
said yesterday that Johnson 
would be at the World Cham- 
pionships, as would Dan 
O’Brien and Gwen Torrence, 
whom he also represents. "They 
will be there," he said. 

By the same token Jonathan 
Edwards, Britain's only cham- 
pion from 199S, need not prove 
his fitness to the British selec- 
tors haying missed the trials with 
a heel injury. 

Wild cards will be given in 
champions al all World Cham- 
pionships in the future and the 
idea fa to be extended to indoor 
and cross-country champi- 
onships. 

If their national teams agree, 
defending champions will also 
be allowed to switch events. But 
in that case each country would 
still only be allowed to field the 
maximum three athletes per 
event. 

This unprecedented move has 
been championed by the IAAF 
president. Primo Nebiolo. who 
has sees the marketing impact of 
his favourite event diminished by 
the absence of high profile ath- 
letes, either through misfortune, 
or in the case of those such as 
Marie- Jose Perec and Haile Ge- 
brselassie, by design. 

Gebrselassie, who regained 
his 10,000m world record 11 
days ago, confirmed yesterday 
that he would not compete in 
Athens because it was too 
hard. 

"I competed the Atlanta 
Olympics 10,000 metres event 
suffering great injuries with 
blood flowing from my soles,” 
be said. “Il look me a long time 
to recover from that injury and 
I do not want to undergo sim- 
ilar sufferings." 


7-6 4-6 7-5. 

BRISTOL CHALLENGER TROPHY Final: S 

PesMtoido (It) K M Ptoctwy (OB) 7-6 7-6. 
MEWS MERCEDES OJP (StoUgart) Rnrt 
round: K Alarm (Uon to J Now* (Cz Red 7-6 
4-6 7-5; F Sandcro (Frt to M FUppn (Uii 7-6 
6-3: J Knuuwtnid (Gort to M Dumm <C 2 Raoi 

6- 3 4-6 6-4: S Dosedd i& Rep) to 0 t+batv 
iStov) 7-6 6-2;MCtoe*nerlGef) MRRenefterg 
(US) 4-6 7-5 1-0 rat f DewuJi iBen to B kji- 
C«Jw6-4 1-0 lee M Snner (Gar) to r Jtfsnsaon 
fSwj) 6-7 7-6 7-5. 

DAVIS CUP Bvo-African zona. Group Two 
(Cako); Eftpl 3 Utbanta 2 IH Humt+Jeh to E 
Caracas 6^ 7 - 60-7 5-7 2-31 
FED CUP World Gamp Dm (Broohfiaa. Moj: 
US EiapanOiLDsverwonbi AiSt^yareaC-4 

7- 6; K Po to N Sawamarsu fi-2 6-4; tunenpon 
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See Mercury's 
ad on page 13. 
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Nicholas opens up 

Briton clinches biggest prize 
in women’s golf, page 24 
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Hell on wheels 

Brochard sees red devil 
on Tnur de France, page^ 




ICC throws new light on old pf® 


DEREK PRINGLE 

CiicKet Correspondent 

The pressures of popula r i s i ng 
the game in a competitive mar- 
ket place have forced the 
International Cricket Council to 
use floodlights to end what 
most see as cricket’s biggest 
turn-off for spectators “Bad 
light stopped play.” 

Yesterday’s annual meeting at 


will see as further weakening the 
power of the umpire. 

“Providing both countries 
agree be&Sre a Test series, arti- 


progressives, if not its pragma- 
tkts, akn decided to broaden the 
scope of televison replays to in- 
dude catches, a move that many 


Mize 
fails to 
make 
Open 
mark 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Troon 

f However many jackets 
of a verdant colouring 
are owned by those 
who were involved in 
final qualifying yester- 
day, Larry Mrae pos- 
sesses the one that 
they would all want. 
The American owns a Green 
Jacket from Augusta National 
as winner of the US Masters, 
but his sartorial correctness no 
longer assures him of a place in 
the Open. 

His exemption for winnmg 
the Masters in 1987 has long 
since run out, but while Jeff 
Shiman, Fuzzy Zoefler and 1989 
Open runner-up Wayne Grady, 
for various reasons, withdrew 
from the qualifying, Mize was 
at Western Gailes battling for 
a place at Troon on Thursday 
along with an assortment of 
touring pros, club professionals 
and amateur players. 

And as it turned out, he did 
not make it. A round of 70. to- 
gether with ao earlier soore ot 

72, left him short of the required 

mark. The 38 -year-old holed a 
putt of some 30 feet at the sev- 
enth hole, but apart from tot 
one moment of optimisn. bus ef- 
forts were rewarded with no 
more than 17 Rprs. 

“I missed a couple or snort 
putts at the first two holes for 
birdies which would have been 
a nice start, but it wasn’t to be, 
Mize said. ‘That was pretty 
much- the stoiy of my entire 

round. .. . , 

“Obviously, I’m disappoint- 
ed at not making the British 
Open- I've had to tiy and qual- 
ify before so it’s not a new ex- 
perience for me, but it doesn t 
gel any easier." 

Mize played last week at 


in conditions of adverse natur- 
al light to assist play to contin- 
ue within the normal hours of 
play, ^ David Richards, the 
ICCsyhief executive, said. 

The, rule will, in theory at 
least, prevent the frustrating sit- 
uation^ such as the one that 
arose at Edgbaston in 1992 

when Tsngfon ri played -or more 
accurately did not play - against 
Pakistan. After a first day 
washodt, just two balls were 


bowled on day two before the 

batsmen came off for bad light. 

Then, a single ball's play 
meant no refund, a clause the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board have now amended. At 
tbe time though, the public’s pa- 
tience snapped and there were 

ugly scenes as spectators forced 

there way into tbe E ng la n d 
dressing-room seeking justice. 

However, before the paying 
public gets over-excited, one or 

nun Inmctiral nmhiemS eXSL DOt 


there, the ruling has something 
of thewinff of a red herring about 

■- £ i am* mn. 


n astar as nome mauaicb vwr 

ceraed. Nevertheless, 
consider the practicality of. 
day/night "tests more strougfy at 
next year’s meeting 
Apparently, it is the twin ef- 
fects of a prolonged dusk and 
an early evening dew tot pre- 
vents night cricket being viable 

in England. If tot is so, ground 
-. .L-liul. . .niAulu rn mctall 


■ Lancashire will be tiy^wt 
mobile floodlights 
game next Monday at 
yZLT anil not be effective 


unless a wnne — : 

black screens, or the cr^rooal 
-A*-. Mhnnffm canbe Blumi- 


i — ■ , 

least tot all cricket grounds 

: MHMit fVwfliahK 


are to be found overseas. As bad 

light tends to impinge far less 


flyi ruHU Kaaic. uiiuaw; w ■ 

expensive lighting on the slight 
chance that some heavy black 
clouds audit blow over. 

In any case, iffkwdKghtscculd 
be shipped m for list matches— 


nated without too much glare- 
Far more pressing, and sen- 
sible, is the ICCs wish to have 

the volume of international 

crfcket regulated. Latf year, 41 
Tfests and 101 limited-over m- 


tenianonalswere pay** 

the world. Although, Richar^ 
said it was an issue that shouto 
be raised with the various enck- 
eting boards as “a matter of pn- 


ority." to ICC still offered its 
***** 

continued. -h.llMte** OTW 
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interaattonaUpeisnffl^: 1 ” 

low playere m menialfy techMge 

and ovwcome rumor nyip®*- 
Yet if England’s year is tak- 
en from last D^tr^ertojtis, 
including the limited-over tour- 
nament in Sharjah, toy wfl 
haveplayed U Tfests and aP^ 
sible 15 one-dayers. WMe the 

one-day tally is way below to 


15S« 

^tktodespiteitee^c^- 

sw^Ssfl 


umpire ruled out, 


Hence and a i v 
to replay 
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Final fling Ptayers competing for a place in this weekfc Open compelftwHi rt Western Gailes yesterday 

■"“EtSSKfB 

— tsF!s?£E:.fi S®: EMsac-a 

to^en yesterday opening up the is okay," said Curry, who bo- ^qualifier 


Photograph: David AShifown 


Loch Lomond but only discov 
ered to day before to event 
that exemption spots were no 
longer available. In past years, 
the top-five, not otherwise ex- 
empt, got in the togj* 

ment prior to the Open. Had 

I known it would not have ai- 
fectcd my decision to play at 
Loch Lomond,” he said. “U was 
good preparation and a chance 
to get acclimatised.” 

While the two Americans 


m my personal . to fixush second to 

two more spots from the qual- easier playingm 
SS’tocto^reno^Wj tirreheAdsosucas^be- 
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a] qualifier at Copt Hea 
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birdied tbe last to avoid a nine- 
way play-off for two places 

BT« shots out of the 
the former Amateurcbampion atfte mn_ nait. 

^TStaSSaM S^ystai kept him alive. TSce for those Amen 
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Sugar sweetens Ginola’s move to 


Football 


ALAN NIXON 




ACROSS 

1 Animal given something 

to cat by friar, we hear (8) 

5 Almost succeed with 
man’s hackneyed phrase 

9 Charge could make one 
thus blue? (8) 

10 Business making brand of 
cooker keeps objective (6) 

1 1 Tense spots? Rubbish (5) 

12 Clergyman has debts run 
up by others? (9) 

14 Source of power craftily 
excluded? (8£) 

17 Price to muse about, a 
pound for gold? (8^) 

20 Could be trouble in posh 
port accommodating one? 

(9) 

21 New babe's unknown in 
monastery (5) 


22 Wails in distress about 
new adjunct to marriage? 
(2-4) 

23 Film could be not made 
public (2,6) 

24 Capital comes back into 
writer’s reflections (6) 

25 Finished getting no score, 
it's a hopeless cause (4,4) 

DOWN 

1 Original bit of Haydn? (8) 

2 One then held account to 

bewrong(7) . , 

3 To come up to speed of 
sound takes time (5) 

4 This lacquer’s not right? 
Then fix to shift (4,7) 

* 6 One displaced by calcula- 
tor has to record potential 
harm about it (9) 


7 Study outing which stays 

at the samelevel (7) 

S Pass changes please (o) 

13 Climb to put slate on 
church for just reward 

15 Bet better of superior 
country (9) 

16 Quietly relax to listen to 
tape( 8 ) 


A chat with Alan Sugar on his 
yacht into south of Prance has 
smoothed out any problems 
regarding David Ginola’s per- 
sonal requirements jumping 
chip at Newcastle United. 

The 30-year-old French 
winger will join Tottenham for 
a fee of around £ 2 - 6 m and 
among his new team-mates 
could be the Crewe Alexandra 
midfielder Gareth Whalley. 

WhaHey has flown out to 
Norway with Tboenham for 


presses, Crewe can expected to 

receive a cheque for £lm. 

Whalley is in dispute with 
Crewe and has been told he can 
leave. He was previously on tri 
al at Liverpool last season 


Ironically, Whalley is get- 
ting his chance to join Spurs be- 
cause his former team-mate, 
Danny Murphy, tunied them 
down in favour of Liverpool. 

Another young talent on the 


move yesieiuay was '~' lu ~ry * 
highly rated winger John Oster, 

who became the latest recruit 
of to new Everton manager, 
Howard KendaLL The Wfcles 
Under-21 international a tar- 
get of both Manchester United 
and Newcastle, will cost' the 
Goodison club £l-5ni. ■ 

Kendall is continuing his 
more problematic pursuit of 

Middlesbo rough’s £7.5m-rated 
striker, Eabrrao RavanellL Ap- 
parently, convincing the Italian 
that Goodison is the place to 
enhance his international 
prospects is Kendall's chief 
concern. He said: “There is 

still a lot of work to do. We have 


him to come here 


is the best club to get his Ital- 
ian squad place back. Hopefully 

he will come over and talk.” ^ 
The stripping of Crewe’s 
jung playing assets continued 
yesterday as Leicester City be- 
came the latest Premier League 
dub to turn to the Gresty Road 
academy. The Mtelsh interna- 
tional midfielder, Robbie Sav- 
age, has signed a three-year 
contract with the club after 
. snubbing the advances of Crys- 
tal Palace and Hearts. Leicester 
will tty to avoid a tribunal by of- 
fering £300,000 for the former 

Manchester United trainee. 

Tbe Brazilian centre-back Ce- 
lio Silva will complete his £35m 
move to Manchester United 

when he receives a work p ermit 

after agreeing personal terms 
withthe PraniCT5hip champions- 


The dub solidtor, Maurice 
Watkins, confirmed: “We have 
conducted negotiations with 
both the dub and the player. We 
can't complete the transfer un- 
til -om» oi>.l tht* work nermit- 


which could take a few weeks.” 

Stoke City’s new manager. 
Chic Bates, has lined up £2m- 
rated Swindon striker Peter 
Thome to replace MikeSheron. 
Thome met Stoke last night af- 
ter rejecting terms at Swindon. 

Birmingham will gamble on 
the fitness of the Coventty 
striker Peter Ndlovu after a 
medical last week revealed a 
knee problem. The 24-year- 
old, wno joined Coventry for 
£20,000 from Bulawayo High- 
landers in Zimbabwe, has been 
signed on a pay-as-you-play 
plan following an initial down 
payment to Coventry of 
Mn ",000. Birmingham had 


withdrawn its initial .offer of 
-£ 1 . 6 m. - " - 

One Italian import who will 
be staying at his nub next sea-: 
son is Celtids Paolo Di Canio: 
He has settled his diroute with 


the Glasgow dub 
tonight’s opening 

Dublin Quadrang 

ment against Derw'jpft? 

Lansdowne Road at opni. Celtic 

also have reason to cheer foL 
lowing the signing of a raufo" 
million pound deal for the next 
three seasons with Umfao- . 

Later in the eveaiihg.New 
castle United and the' D : utcu 
champions, PSV Emdfag vM* 

meet m the second gamebefor® 
an anticipated crowdawS* 000 : 
with an 8.15pm kick-off. .. *: 

Newcastle are likefy to ** 
without Darren Peacock, how-, 
ever, as the deflfcnderiS'to hsv® 

nn - ■ • f. — . . rinwiMl mflHVj 


Hateley takes over at Hull after Dolan’s 

Markto.eleyis.o^tefe co, Queens Part W and n»< to •» ago. but come Chris WnMle’s first sign- 
management at Hull ^ they were called back to the dub Waddle, less than a week 
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17 Begmnmg to involve 
British Library in trouble 

IS St question before a 
University presentation 

19$nplace to g;et drink, 
about one, in entrance 
hall (6) . 

21 Notice suppressed hostili- 
ty to recogrutibn (5) 


er will take over today, 24 hours 
after the Third Division dub 
paved the way for his appoint- 

mem by dismissing Tony Dolan, 
writes Alan Nixon. 

Hateley is a free agent after 
a brief spell at Rangers where 
be played a minor role in help- 
ing them clinch their ninth suc- 
cessive Scottish Premier title. 
He had also been in talks with 

Raith Rovers. , 

The 35 -year-old Hateley. 
who also played for Coventry 
City, Portsmouth, Milan. Mona' 


tempts to lure reier 
and Chris Whddle failed. Oth- 
ers in contention included Gor- 
don Cowans, who is at 
Stockport County. 

Hateley, who had talks with 
new City chairman Tim Wflby 
over the weekend, will be al- 
lowed to bring in new players. 

Dolan and his assistant, Jeff 
Lee, were originally dismissed 


tin Fish, to take training last 
week. 

Yesterday's announcement 
b ring s to an end an unhappy ax- 
year reign at Boothferry. Park 
for tbe pair, who took the dub 
down two divisions in their 
spell in charge. 

The former England goal- 
keeper Chris Woods is set to be- 


also hoping to land the versa- 
- tfie Michael Williams from 
Sheffield Wednesday, also on a 
free transfer. 

Woods, who won 43 caps for 
England during an eight-year 
spell up to 1993 has played for 
six dubs including Norwich. 
Rangers and Wednesday. 

He will be 38 later this year. 
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but Waddle stud: “Chrisis the 
sort of exoerienced player «e 


are looking for and he will com- 
bine his goalkeeping withsomt 
coaching duties with our keep-- 
ere.” Williams, 27,-is anoto? 
player known to Whddle froin . 
his time at Hillsborough* 

Oxford have bought centre - , 
back Phfl. Whefan fraraEfrst p"' 
vision rivals Middlesbrcw^x for 
£170,000. Whelan, 25(pms on 
a three^yearccsfltract. • 

Wigan have signed Bo.lto 
winger David T-ee, 29, ; on. a 
three-year . ‘.contract"''; 
£250,000. - ; 
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